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RULE CHANGES/2015 ATHLETIC MANUAL

The athletic manual is available online atvww.grpa.org under the “Athletics” tab

RULE CHANGES: PASSED RULES

Baseball — Fees for Junior and Senior Basebakasad to $250.00.

Fast Pitch Softball — Fees for Junior and Senamt Bitch softball increased to $250.00.
Adult Sports — Double Elimination tournaments moe third place team trophy.

All Youth Sports — eligibility — school team paipation. (take effect after 2015 Basketball)
Approved to allow participants to be eligible tatmapate on school teams and in
recreation program in the same sport. It was apgatdor middle school and below
to participate with both local recreation programa achool team.

All Youth Sports — eligibility — school team paipation (take effect after 2015 Basketball)
Approved to allow ¥ graders that are 14 years and younger to be keiptparticipate
on school team and GRPA as long as they meet #iigilond GRPA requirements.

All Sports — Period of Time.
Approved to change period of time from Septembir August 1 through May 31.

All Sports — Adult Sports only send defending clpam.
Approved to add adult to #6l &7 page 53.

All Sports — Change all minimums ttedms and/or leave it to the host agency
discretion to proceed witleei/

Tournament Planning — Remove “mail”.
Approved to remove the requirement of mailing ttagestournament packets.

Baseball and Softball — Delete Class A in basedrall softball only and combine with B.

Basketball — All youth and adult games shall can#i®ight minute quarters, except flea and
mite which will be six minute quarters. Approvéut overtime period needs to be
added and consist of half of the time allowed foarger.

Basketball — Mandatory rest time is iegghi—3 hour rule when single elimination
and if teams vote to startyea@ame cannot start less than 2 hours withoetisy
circumstances. ( i.e. weatlrawvel times, approaching storms)

Tennis — Approved to re-write adult section of tenn
All age divisions Baseball — Approved to add 20srafter 2 innings to run rule.

All divisions of Fast Pitch Softball — Approvedadd 20 runs after 2 innings to run rule.

Baseball and Softball Pitching Machine — Approvedniake all pitching machine games —
Flea and Mite 1 hour and 30 minutes except for ghanship and if game.

Baseball and Softball — Approved to eliminate thmmdoss to determine the home team for
the championship game and give the undefeated tleaption of home or visitor.
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If the “if” game is played, a coin toss will detdma which team has the option of
home or visitor.

Baseball — Approved to add sentence in Rule #j@&e€; Number 7A - Add sentence
following statement after®1sentence in Mite/Live — If team plays multiple gzsin
a day the maximum number of pitches is 85.
Add following statement afterIsentence in Junior and Senior - If team plays
multiple games in a day the maximum number of iscis 105.
**Add clarification of how pitch count is recordddr a pitcher that completes batter
and goes over pitch count in casebook**

Baseball — Approved that an intentional walkeddyattill be awarded first base and the
pitcher will be charged 4 pitches with no pitche®tvn or the balance of pitches to
award base.

Baseball — Approved that if a team is found usingjlagal/altered or not approved bat a
forfeit will be declared. Prior to player enteribgtter’'s box remove equipment and
continue play. After player enters the batter’s,lmnforce penalty.

Baseball — Approved that either portable or permap#ching mounds are required.

Baseball — Approved that all pitching will be domgh a Jugs Jr. pitching machine. Speed
will be set at 46 mph for mite and 40 mph for flédo radar guns can be used. A
motion was also approved to remove the brand ndniee @itching machine and
include only the words “pitching machine”.

Fast-pitch Softball — Approved that all pitchingiMae done with a digital pitching machine.
Speed will be set at 37 mph for mite and 34 mpHléa. No radar guns need to be
used.

Swimming — Approved that if a swimmer misses amewdeiring finals, they are disqualified
from the remainder of the meet in their individaaénts. If the alternate for the relay
was listed and is present, the relay can contintletive alternate.

Swimming — Approved that during relay the persomtozhange but the stroke/order can.

Youth Football — Approved that the 5Ib variancetstat first level of championship play
and goes through finals of championship play.

Local Participation — Approved that an all-stamteamust be comprised of players from
teams that are an integral part of an agency’d [mcagram. Likewise, any individual
that represents an agency in GRPA competitioraicktand field, swimming, diving,
tennis, golf, and gymnastics must be an integralgfahe agency’s local program.

Track and Field — Approved that shoes are mand&borgll track and field events. Refer to
USA track and field rules for shoes. If a particips discovered in the bullpen with
illegal shoes a warning is given. If discoveredirash line participant is disqualified.

Governing Rules — Approved to add concussion in&tiom to all sections of manual.

Approved that a statement be added to the managhtinouth participant can only be
submitted on one GRPA roster.
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PREFACE

The GRPA State Athletic Committee is charged withhie responsibility of the organization, conduct,
supervision, and evaluation of an athletic progranfor Georgia residents on a statewide basis for its
members and affiliated groups. Authority for the @mmittee is found in the CONSTITUTION AND
BY-LAWS of the GEORGIA RECREATION & PARK ASSOCIATIO N, INCORPORATED.

The State Athletic Committee, mindful of its furwetiand the authority vested in it by the members
of the Georgia Recreation & Park Association, fedath rules and regulations of which the
objects and purposes are as follows:

1. To unite one organization in all competitivelatics conducted by agency members of
GRPA;

2. To promote and maintain high standards of athtetmpetition and sportsmanship in
Georgia;

3. To promote and provide the best training andauce for athletic coaches and game
officials;

4. To promote recognition of recreation sportsGeorgia residents;
5. To improve and expand athletic participation;
6. To provide athletic and professional fellowship

7. To assist in any practical way, the improvenwdrgthletic competition throughout Georgia
and to promote and regulate state championshipsewdesirable and practical; and

8. To function in such a manner as will furthex thterests of athletic competition in Georgia
and to promote the Georgia Recreation & Parks Aason, Inc.
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THE ATHLETIC MANUAL is the official publication of the GRPA State A¢ht Committee

with its intent and purpose being to provide rided guidelines for athletic programs throughout the
State of Georgia. Reference is to types of aasjtspecific rules and qualifications for partanps.
The Athletic Manual is revised periodically as Btate Athletic Committee deems necessary.
Manuals are to be made available at nominal costdividuals and without charge to GRPA
agency members, GRPA district commissioners, Jttitketic Committee members and such
organizations deemed appropriate by the commitiagerson.

The State Athletic Committee will serve as finathauity on the interpretation of the rules and
regulations established in this Athletic Manualttoé Georgia Recreation & Park Association, Inc.
The Athletic Manual is reviewed yearly with Rule &lge requests received and voted upon every
two years. Rules changes are voted on by simplerityajor those rules that were submitted on time
and distributed for review prior to the meetingr Boy rule change that is made from the floor or
requested by agency members on the date of thengeetist be approved by 2/3 of the members
present for the rule to be adopted. Any rule ckangade during non-rule change submittals will
follow Robert’s Rule of Order, as amended. For aratter to be reconsidered it must be motioned
and seconded by the prevailing party and passetfdpf members present. After motion is back
on the floor it will follow Robert’s Rules of Ordexs amended and be subject to a simple majority
vote. Rule changes that are made by National GowgBodies that affect GRPA Athletic Manual
will be voted on by the Committee during non- ral@nge year by simple majority.

State Host Bids received by the date requiredbeltistributed to all members prior to the meeting
to discuss with their respective districts. Bidasynonly be taken from the floor if there are nosbid
submitted by the due date or if sole bidder witlhdrsheir name. State host bids will be determined
by a simple majority vote.

Adopted the % day of January 1964. Revised December 11, 186fjaty 31, 1967; January 4,
1970; January 11, 1972; January 9, 1974; Janud§75h; September 9, 1975; September 14, 1976;
September 23, 1977; September 14, 1978; Septerb&B29; September 16 and 17, 1980;
September 16, 1981; September 29, 1982; SepterBb&P83; September 19, 1984; September 12,
1985; September 18, 1986; August 27, 1987; Augbisi288; August 22, 1989; September 19,
1990; August 19, 1991; September 14, 1992; Septe&ld®93; August 17, 1994; September 11,
1995; September 9, 1996; September 9, 1997; Septenh998; August 28, 1999; August 29,
2000; August 2001; October 2-3, 2002; October 2003; September 21, 2004; December 19,
2005; September 14, 2006; November 19, 2008; Deeefith 2009; December 20, 2010, December
19, 2011; December 2012; December 2013; Decemidet. 20

The Georgia Recreation and Park Association, Inc.,
wishes to express a special thanks to

Cobb County P.A.R.K.S.

for printing this manual on an annual basis.
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The Fundamentals of Good Sportsmanship

GRPA will be emphasizing the importance@DOD SPORTSMANSHIP. The one thing we need
to realize is that many people have not G#I0OD SPORTSMANSHIP explained to them. 1t is
earnestly hoped that the following will help evemgao understand their responsibilities at an
athletic contest.

1. GAIN AN UNDERSTANDING AND APPRECIATION FOR THE BLES OF THE
GAME CONTEST/EVENT.

2. EXERCISE REPRESENTATIVE BEHAVIOR AT ALL TIMES

3. RECOGNIZE AND APPRECIATE SKILLS PERFORMANCES QL ATHLETES
AND/OR COMMUNITIES REGARDLESS OF AFFILIATION.

4. EXHIBIT RESPECT FOR THE OFFICIALS.
5. OPENLY DISPLAY RESPECT FOR THE OPPONENT AT ALIMES.

6. DISPLAY PRIDE IN YOUR ACTIONS AT EVERY OPPORTURNY.

To reinforce this philosophy, the following statemet must be read before all
contests at GRPA district and state level competiins:

GRPA SPORTSMANSHIP STATEMENT

“The Georgia Recreation and Park Association and ihember agencies
have made a commitment to promote good sportsmamblyiathletes,
coaches, and spectators at all GRPA sanctioned &/eRrofanity,
degrading remarks, and intimidating actions directat officials or
competitors will not be tolerated, and are grounfds removal from the
event site. Spectators are not allowed to enter ctbmpetition area
during warm-ups or while the contest is being coradded. Thank you for
your cooperation in the promotion of good sportsnsip at today’s
event.”
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Guidelines for Behavior
or “What Your Fellow PlayersExpect of YOU!”

Exemplify the highest moral character, behasiwat leadership, adhering to strong standards
of ethics and integrity.

Respect the integrity and personality of thibvildual athlete.
Abide by and teach the rules of the game ter@ind in spirit.
Set a good example for coaches, players ardatpes to follow. Please:
a. Refrain from arguments in front of players apdctators.

b. Make no gestures which indicate an officiabpposing coach does not know what he or
she is doing or talking about.

c. Do not throw any object in disgust.

d. Coaches - shake hands with the officials Aarbpposing coaches before and after the
contest in full view of the public.

Display modesty in victory and graciousnesddfeat in public and in meeting/talking with
the media. Please confine your remarks to gantiststa and to the performance of your
team.

Be no party to the use of profanity or obsdanguage, or improper actions. Accept and
understand the seriousness of your responsibilitiythe privilege of representing the
department and the community.

Learn the rules of the game thoroughly andudis¢hem with parents, fans, fellow coaches,
and athletes. This will assist both them and yotlhé achievement of a better understanding
and appreciation of the game.

Teach good sportsmanship and reward teams/tategaiwho are good sports.

Treat opponents the way you would like to leatied, as a guest or friend. Who better than
you can understand all the hard work and teamtetiat is required of your sport? Never
direct remarks at opponents in a taunting manner.

Wish opponents good luck before the game andratulate them in a sincere manner; just
as you would like to be greeted following eithestery or defeat.

Respect the integrity and judgment of gamigiafé. The officials are doing their best to
help promote you and your sport. Treat them wepect, even if you disagree with their
judgment, and your reputation will only benefit.ave a positive impression of you and your
team in the eyes of the officials and all peoplthatevent.
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Understand the seriousness and responsibilitgur role and the privilege of representing
the department and the community in which you live.

Establish standards of desirable behaviorasiietnpt to transfer that to your spectators.
Select positive comments which praise yountedthout antagonizing the opponents.
Encourage a positive crowd alternative whesirgpor an inappropriate behavior begins.

Give encouragement to injured players andgmition to outstanding performances for both
teams.

Remember: recreational athletics are learexpgriences for participants and mistakes are
sometimes made. Praise athletes in their attemptgrove themselves both as young
athletes and as people.

Spectators need to understand that a tickeigatbn to an event is a privilege to observe the
contest, not a license to verbally assault othedske generally obnoxious. You also are a
direct reflection on your community/program.

Refrain from the use of any controlled substar(alcohol, drugs, etc.) before and during
games and afterwards on or near the site of thet €ie., tailgating).

In all you do, promote ideals and fundamerdétyood sportsmanship.

Speak out about acts of sportsmanlike behavidrdo not give undue publicity to
unsportsmanlike conduct.

Refrain from making negative comments towadigipants, coaches, or officials.

Report facts without demonstrating partiaidyeither team.

Page 10



10.

11.

N

o 0 bk~ w

10.

GRPA Athletic Manual

Guidelines for Behavior of Recreation Staff & Offigals
or “What Your Fellow Community Memberdgxpect of YOU!”

Accept your role in an unassuming manner. Sloavibg and over-officiating are not
acceptable.

Maintain confidence and poise, controlling tbatest from start to finish.

Know the rules of the game thoroughly and abigéhe established Good Sportsmanship
Code.

Publicly shake hands with coaches of both tdagfgre the contest.

Never exhibit negative emotions or argue withiipants and coaches when enforcing
rules.

When watching a game as a spectator, give fieeatd the same respect you expect to
receive when working a contest.

Develop a program for teaching and promotingdeals and fundamentals of Good
Sportsmanship within the program and the statecastsmn.

Provide appropriate supervisory personnel fochesvent.
Support participants, coaches, and fans thahtead display good sportsmanship.

Recognize exemplary behavior and actively dissage undesirable conduct by participants,
coaches, and fans.

Serve as a positive role model and expectaireedrom parents, fans, participants, coaches,
and other school personnel.

Guidelines for Behavior
of Recreation Staff & Officials
or “Acceptable Behavior Expectedof YOU!”

Applause during introduction of players, coaclaesl officials.

Players shaking hands with opponent who foulsaule both sets of fans recognize player’'s
performance with applause.

Accept all decisions of officials.
Handshakes between participants and coachesl aif eontest, regardless of outcome.
Treat competition as a game, not a war.

Coaches/players search out opposing participamecognize them for outstanding
performance and coaching.

Positive cheering by players, coaches, and afmestis encouraged.
Applause at end of contest for performancedl giaaticipants.
Everyone showing concern for an injured plagggardless of team.
Encourage surrounding people to display ontytsmpanlike conduct.
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Guidelines for Unacceptable Behavior
or “Would You Want Your Mama to See You Acting Like That?

For all GRPA competitions at the district atetlevelany negative cheering/hollering
may result in a warning and/or removal from the,sithether it is for or against your team.
Use ofartificial noisemakers in the dugouts, bleachers, seats, and standiag areund the
perimeter of the competition in all youth spd&NOT ALLOWED . The Tournament
Director is empowered with the authority to make final decision.

Use of tobaccan any form on the competition area or on the bemge participants, coaches,
or officials, regardless of local ruld§ NOT ALLOWED .

Yelling or waiving arms during opponent’s free-throw attempt, serve, di-tart, etc.
Disrespectful or derogatoryyells, chants, songs, or gestures.

Booing or hecklingan official’s decision.

Criticizing officials in any way or displays of temper in response toféinial’s call.
Yells whichantagonizeopponents.

Refusingto shake hands or give recognition for good pertorce.

Blaming lossof game on officials, coaches, or participants.

Laughing or name-callingto distract an opponent.

Use ofprofanity or displays of angerthat draw attention away from the game.

Pulling team off of field/court.
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Penalties for Unacceptable Behavior

Any parent or spectator acting in an unsportsmantilanner or in any way that could prove
detrimental to any player, official, coach, or dretspectator will be subject to disciplinary aatio
by their respective recreation department and tRe & State Athletic Committee:

1. Language unbecomingo the league/event (Suspension: 1 game)

2. Touching or striking a coach or official (Suspension: remainder ofsgbason)

3. Unsportsmanlike conductat an athletic event/program (Suspension: 1 game)
4, Damageto recreation property (Suspension: indefinite)

Any player or coach ejected from a game for unspaalike conduct will be suspended for one
game, in addition to the game from which ejectedirothe case of an individual event within a
meet or match, for the duration of that event.

1. A forfeited (not played) game shall not berted as a sit-out game for an ejected player.

2. Thrown out of a game/contest/event (suspangmainder of present game/contest/event,
suspension next game, and must leave the park irated

Code of Conduct

The GRPA State Athletic Committee and Board of Tees believe thaood Sportsmanshipis a
core value, and its promotion and practice arengisde Participants, parents, officials,
administrators, and spectators have a duty to @asbair teams/communities promote the

development of good character. This code of condpiplies to all participants involved in athletics
and GRPA-sponsored activities/events.

1. Participants will advocate, model, and prontbedevelopment of good character to include
trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, teamw&akness, caring, and citizenship while
promoting emotional, physical, and moral well-beaigpve desires and pressure to win.

2. Participants will respect peers, coaches,iaficopponents, and others associated with the
event.

3. Participants will promote fair play and uphtte spirit of the rules in the activity.

4, Participants will model appropriate behavioalatimes.

5. Participants will engage in a healthy lifestyle

Page 13



GRPA Athletic Manual

NOTES OF INTEREST

ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES, POLICIES
AND PROCEDURES OF GRPA ATHLETICS

It is imperative that each agency, team, or persimaving responsibility for teams and/or
individuals entering GRPA competition be familiaitiwthe following guidelines, policies, and
procedures of the GRPA State Athletic Committed.ofthe items to follow are either required or
highly recommended to be followed. When an itefiHighly Recommended” or “Recommended,
the State Committee asks for everyone’s cooperatiémlowing such recommendations.

”

A. Age Control Dates and Roster Limits and Allowedleam Personnel (For age divisions, see
respective sections on a particular event.) A chilchust attain the age of 7 for District and
State Competition in any event or sport of GRPA, pior to the age control date for that
event or sport.

EVENT CONTROL DATE _ROSTER LIMIT PERSONNEL
Basketball-Youth Prior January 1 10 2/1 Scorer
Basketball-Adult Prior January 1 15 2/1 Scorer
Baseball Prior May 1 15 3/1 Batboy
Swimming & Diving Prior June 1 Unlimited Discreti
Football Prior September 1 30 5 Total
Flag Football (Adult) Prior December 1 15 3/1 éraby
Lacrosse (Youth) Prior to September 1 ul2 — (15) 3/1 Water
over 12(18)
Softball (Youth) Prior January 1 15 3/1 Batboy
Softball (Adult) Prior September 1 20 3/1 Batboy
Volleyball Prior September 1 12 Discretion
Tennis (Youth) Prior September 1 Unlimited Disicne
Tennis (Adult) Prior December 31  Unlimited Didioa
Track & Field On December 31 Unlimited 6 thenQ:1
Soccer Prior August 1 Under 10 & 12 (15) Disioret
Under 14 & above (18)
Golf Prior August 1 Unlimited Discretion
Gymnastics Age on®1Day Unlimited Discretion
Of Competition
B. Entries

1. An agency may enter as many teams as it wishabsdivisions, provided the District does
not establish an entry limit.

2. A District not conducting a district-level te@ment or playoff may allow team/s to represent
their district per GRPA regulations as stated iheRly Article IV, Section C.

3. Entry withdrawals must be made prior to thediea established by the state athletic
committee at that sport’s entry meeting.

4. For those Districts entering GRPA state le¥elampetition and who do not fill their
commitment to send a team or teams to the Staten@ment will be responsible for entry
fees, forfeits and fines. Districts/agencies aifo have to pay all costs for trophies if the
withdrawal causes the cancellation of the tourndraeeant.
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C. Participants and Participation

1. A participant is allowed to compete in one digsion only in the same sport/event. Youth
participants may compete in an older youth agemuovided they remain in the same older
group for all games AND through all levels of corifi@n. In tennis, adults are allowed to
compete in a younger adult division under the sapeeifications of participation.

2. A participant may compete in district and staimpetition, provided he/she is not in
violation of any rules or regulations in this mahua

3. Only persons whose names are approved onapeircy’'s GRPA Official Roster, who meet
all eligibility requirements, and who are repregggnain agency not on current suspension for
that sport in question may compete in GRPA eveNtuth participants can only be
submitted on one GRPA Roster per sport/event.

4. The use of ineligible players, in accordancéhhe rules in this Manual, shall result in
immediate forfeiture from an event. Burden of proasdts with the protesting agency’s
representative person.

D. Hardship Committee Guidelines

1. The committee will consist of eight members. Thenmittee will consist of chairperson
appointed by the State Athletic Chair; District tic Chairs from D2, 4, and 6 (even years) and
district chair-elects from D1, 3, 5 and 7. Therilis chairs and chair-elects composure will
rotate from year to year. The initial committeengmsition in 2013 will be (4) district chairs
from 1, 3, 5 and 7 and (3) district chair-elects1ir2, 4, and 6.

2. The committee shall meet on an as needed bakis.cdmmittee will meet on the same day
prior to the State Athletic Committee entry meeting

3. Request to Hardship Committee shall be to setasidile or rules in the manual for the
benefit of individuals or agencies. The Agencggquest must be submitted to the State Athletic
Chair in writing one week prior to the scheduledGSéntries meeting. The agency requesting
consideration MUST be represented by a fulltime leyg®e, which must also be a GRPA
member, at the Hardship meeting. The agency’sesquill not be heard if said representation
is not present. Documentation is requested to@tiggencies requeskt a full-time employee
cannot attend due to extreme circumstancethe district athletic representative will be

allowed to represent the agency.

4. The chairperson of the Hardship Committee willevonly in the event of a tie.

5. All classification appeals must go to Hardship @uittee by due date (at least 30 days prior to
state athletic meeting) with district recommendagioHardship Committee will present to full
Athletic Committee for final approval by two-thirdste.

6. Decisions of the Hardship Committee must be apgutdoy majority to take to the State
Athletic Committee for final approval. Decisiongde by the Hardship Committee, also called
the Full Committee, shall not be considered asngg#t precedent for any other request. Each
request will stand on its own merit. The apprasahe full athletic committee must lsample
majority.

7. Every request to the Athletic Committee shall besidered.

8. The GRPA State Athletic Committee is the finalreuwity.
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E. District Tournaments, Pairings and Special Gam®&ules

1.

Each district shall conduct its own tournamamnplayoff for each division by GRPA manual
rules. The District must follow the rules of thenge. The intention is to supply rules for
game play, not how the tournaments are organized.

Pairings for all state tournaments will be deiaeed by the State Athletic Bracket
Committee, except individual sports, and with thesHTeam or District representative
playing an adjacent district representative in mgan the first day.

Youth activities cannot be originally scheduledSunday except for tackle football.
Game times are forfeit times.

The host team in a state tournament shalltbara from the host agency unless the

tournament is being hosted by a different class the district shall select a host from the
proper classification.

F. Sportsmanship and Conduct (Detailed descriptioms on pages 8-13 and pertains to all
GRPA sports)

1.

For all GRPA competitions at the district atstlevel, positive cheering by players, coaches
and spectators is encouraged. Any negative clggbalering may result in a warning

and/or removal from the site, whether it is folagainst your team. No artificial

noisemakers shall be allowed in the dugouts, bkraglseats and standing areas around the
perimeter of the competition in all youth sporie tournament director is empowered with
the authority to make the final decision.

No use of tobacco in any form is permitted lms ¢competition area or on the bench by
participants, coaches or officials, regardlesoél rules.

Any player or coach ejected from a game foportsmanlike conduct will be suspended for
one game, in addition to the game from which epbabe in the case of an individual event
within a meet or match, for the duration of thagmetv A forfeited (not played) game shall
not be counted as a sit-out game for an ejectggkpla

G. All youth team and individual sports must have aertified coach (certified in the sport
coaching) or a full-time staff person with their team, except under extenuating
circumstances, which will be determined by the tourament director. This person must be
on playing area and available at all times (dugoutyench, etc.)

1.

Sports
a. Basketball - NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA, SIMPLY THE BEEHXCELLENCE PLUS.

b. Track & Field - NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA, USA TRACK, MPLY THE BEST.
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c. Tennis - NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA, SIMPLY THE BEST.

d. Baseball - NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA, HIGHER GROUND, $IMY THE BEST, DOYLE,
MVP, ASA VIP, EXCELLENCE PLUS.

e. Softball - NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA, HIGHER GROUND, SAMdY THE BEST, DOYLE,
MVP, ASA VIP, EXCELLENCE PLUS.

f.  Swimming/Diving — NYSCA-swimming, ACEP, GHSA, USNIMMING.

g. Golf - NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA, SIMPLY THE BEST.

h. Football - NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA, USA FOOTBALL, EXCEENCE PLUS.

i. Soccer — NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA, GYSA, SIMPLY THE BESU.S.YOUTH SOCCER.
j. Gymnastics — AAU, NYSCA, GHSA, USA Gymnastics.

2. The certified person’s name or full-time sta#mber, who is a member of GRPA, must
appear on the official roster signed by the ageti@ctor.

H. Manual changes will be taken every two years (gueams) with the next changes in 2016. All
odd year changes may be made for typos or natgmedrning body changes (i.e., ASA, NFA,
GHSA, etc). Any other changes in odd years mustdmeoved by 75% of those state athletic
committee members preseB8uggested rule changes for 2016 are to be to theatet Athletic
Chair by August 7, 2015.

The Athletic Manual is reviewed yearly with Ruld&@hge requests received and voted upon
every two years. Rules changes are voted on bylsim@jority for those rules that were
submitted on time and distributed for review priorthe meeting. For any rule change that is
made from the floor or requested by agency membarshe date of the meeting must be
approved by 2/3 of the members present for the tawlbe adopted. Any rule changes made
during non-rule change submittals will follow RoterRule of Order, as amended. For any
matter to be reconsidered it must be motioned awsdrsled by the prevailing party and passed
by 2/3 of members present. After motion is backitma floor it will follow Robert’s Rules of
Order as amended and be subject to a simple majwite. Rule changes that are made by
National Governing Bodies that affect GRPA Athlefitanual will be voted on by the
Committee during non- rule change year by simplgritg.
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GEORGIA RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION, INC.

President
President-Elect
Vice President
Secretary/Treasurer

Past-President

Citizen

Professional

First
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Sixth

Seven

Admin./L’ship
Athletics/Aquatics
Parks Maint./Oper.

Rec. Programming

2015 Board of Trustees
OFFICERS AGENCY

Michael Brantl©pRP Cherokee Co.

Missy Bailey, GPR Gainesville
Robby Newton, ®PR Johns Creek
Eddie Canon Cobmtyou
Lisa Cherry, EPR Alpharetta
TRUSTEES
Wayne GapRP (2015) Dublin
Steve Card, BRER)15) Dalton

DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS

Randy @i, APRP (2015)

Steve MelindCYSA (2015)
Fran Stalter, CY$2015)
T.J. Imberger, CPSI (2015)

Dublin-Laurens County
Glynn County
Albany
Spalding County

Kim Townsend, CPRP (2016) Calhoun
Greg White (2016) Decatur
Colt Green, CPRP (2015) ffedson
NETWORK CHAIRS
Craig Sowell, CPRP Tift County
Troy Stubbs, CPO, AFO Claytoou@ty
Jeff Pruitt Roswell
Wendy Collins Cobb County

GEORGIA RECREATION & PARK ASSOCIATION

PHONE

770.924.7768
770.297.5449
678.512.3239
770.528.8804
678.297.6162

478.595084
706.278.5404

273 .5060
912.554.7780
229.430.5222
770.467.4750
706.629.0177
404.377.0494
706.367.5116

2382.3262
770.603.4000
770.64D5
328.8885

1285 PARKER ROAD CONYERS, GA 30094 (770) 760-03

EMAIL: grpa@grpa.orqg

Website:www.grpa.orq

Executive Director: Jimmy Gisi, CPRP|gisi@grpa.org

Office Manager: Shelly Strickland shelly@arpa.org
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Chair

Randy “Spook” Spivey
Dublin-Laurens Co. Rec.
Auth.

PO Box 689

Dublin, GA 31040
Office: (478) 277-5060
Fax: (478) 272-4153
spiveyr@dicra.org

At-Large

Craig Sowell

Tift County Rec. Dept.
P.O. Box 6

Tifton, GA 31793

Office: (229) 382-3262
Fax: (229) 382-7246
craig.sowell@tiftcounty.org

Past Chair

Wayne Maddox

Forsyth Co. Parks & Rec.
P.O. Box 2417

Cumming, GA 30028
Office: (770) 781-2215
Fax: (770) 781-2221
wjmaddox@forsythco.com

Secretary

Missy Bailey

Gainesville Parks & Rec. Dept.

830 Green Street
Gainesville, GA 30501
Office: (770) 297-5449
Fax: (770) 538-4949
mbailey@gainesville.org

Chair

Truman Anderson

Screven County Rec. Dept.

1605 Millen Hwy
Sylvania, GA 30467
Office: (912) 863-2388
Fax: (912) 863-2390
sscrd@planters.net

Chair

Jimmy Martin

Liberty County Rec. Dept.
P.O. Box 367

Hinesville, Ga. 31310
Office: (912) 876-5359
Fax: (912) 876-3101
Icrd@coastalnow.net

District 1 Representatives

Chair-Elect

Tony Mangieri

Swainsboro-Emanuel Co. Rec.

PO Box 724
Swainsboro, GA 30401
Office: (478) 237-8098
Fax: (478) 237-5178
Tmangieril7@aol.com

District 2 Representatives

Chair-Elect

Earl Etheridge

Savannah Leisure Services
Bureau

PO Box 1027

Savannah, GA 31402
Office: (912) 351-3853
Fax: (912) 351-3856

Earl_etheridge@savannahga.gov
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At-Large

James McGowan
Lyons Rec. Dept.

P.O. Box 65

Lyons, GA 30436
Office: (912) 526-3084
Fax: (912) 526-4832
jmcgowan@nctv.com

At-Large

Pratt Lockwood

North Bryan Co. Rec. Dept.
PO Box 430

Pembroke, GA 31321
Office: (912) 858-4640
Fax: (912) 858-4641
pratt@bryan-county.org




Chair

Jeff Fussell

Sumter Co. Parks and Rec. DeptAdel-Cook County Rec. Dept.

408 Rucker Street
Americus, GA 31709

Office: (229) 924-4878

Fax: (229) 928-9464
jfussell@sumtercountyga.us

Chair

Keith Williams

Troup Co. Parks & Rec.
1220 LaFayette Pkwy
LaGrange, GA 30241
Office: (706) 883-1670
Fax: (706) 883-1643
kwilliams@troupco.org

Chair

Mike Miller

City of Dalton

PO Box 661

Dalton, GA 30722

Office: (706) 281-1219

Fax: (706) 278-1057
mmiller@cityofdalton-ga.gov
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District 3 Representatives

Chair-Elect
Glenn Simmons

P O Box 1530

Adel, GA 31620

Office: (229) 896-4411
Fax : (229) 896-2835
gsimmons@southlink.us

District 4 Representatives

Chair-Elect

Adeal Bell

Clayton Co. Parks & Rec. Dept.

2300 Hwy 138 S.E.
Jonesboro, GA 30236
Office: (770) 473-3800
Adeal.bell@co.clayton.ga.us

District 5 Representatives

Chair-Elect

Jeffery Shinall

Bartow County Parks & Rec.
PO Box 24

Cassville, GA 30123

Office: (770) 383-7390

Fax: (770) 387-5048
shinallj@bartowga.org
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At-Large

Eric Bozeman

Crisp Co. Rec. Dept.
1205 N. ' St. Ext.
Cordele, GA 31015
Office: (229) 276-2797
Fax: (229) 276-2799

Eric.bozeman@crispcounty.co

m

At-Large

Julie Ivey

Carrollton PRCA

P O Box 532
Carrollton, GA 30112
Office: (770) 832-1161
Fax: (770) 834-3652
jivey@carrollton-ga.gov

At-Large

Don Holley

Gordon Co. Parks & Rec.
7494 Fairmount Hwy. SE
Calhoun, GA 30701
Office: (706) 602-4435
Fax: N/A
dholley@gordoncounty.org




Chair

Bill Waters

Putnam County Rec. Dept.
140 Recreation Road
Eatonton, GA 31024
Office: (706) 485-8565
Fax: (706) 485-0856
Bwaters41ll@gmail.com

Chair

Drew Torok

Oconee County Parks & Rec.

3500A Hog Mountain Road
Watkinsville, GA 30677
Office:(706) 769-3965

Fax: (706) 769-3967
dtorok@oconee.ga.us

Swim Liaison (Ex-Officio)

David Weeks
Carrollton PRCA

PO Box 532
Carrollton, GA 30112
Office:(770) 832- 8828
Fax: (770) 832- 0646
blufins@gmail.com
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District 6 Representatives

Chair-Elect At-Large

Taylor Davis Martha Ann Lumpkin
Brookhaven Parks & Rec. Warner Robins Rec. Dept.
3360 Osborne Rd. 202 N. Davis Drive PMB 718
Brookhaven, GA 30319 Warner Robins, GA 31093
Office: (404) 637-0514 Office: (478) 293-1075

Fax: (404) 637-0515 Fax: (478) 929-6959

Taylor.davis@brookhavenga.gmalumpkin@wrga.gov
oV

District 7 Representatives

Chair-Elect At-Large

Stacy Fowler Colt Green

Gwinnett County Parks & Rec.Jefferson Parks & Rec.

75 Langley Drive 2495 Old Pendergrass Rd.
Lawrenceville, GA 30045 Jefferson, GA 30549
Office: (770) 822-5152 Office: (706) 367-5116
Fax: (770) 237-5628 Fax: (706) 367-5109

stacy.fowler@gwinnettcounty.co cgreen@jeffersonrec.com
m

Page 21



1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969

1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999

2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015

GRPA Athletic Manual

CHAIRS OF THE STATE ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

James A. Colley
Charles E. Ouzts
Sonny Miller
Sonny Miller

Jim Oates
George McElveen
Jim Oates

Sonny Miller
Sonny Miller
Sonny Miller
Charles Webb
Charles Webb
Ronnie R. Young
Donald NeSmith
Bob Baldwin
Ronnie R. Young
Gerald Blackburn
W. Danny Swain
W. Danny Swain
Walter Huckaby
Bill Wood

Ken Farmer

Ken Farmer

Ed Smith

Buck Salter
Brockey Brock
Brockey Brock
Buck Salter
Buck Salter

Ken Farmer
Ronnie Young
Bill Wood

Bill Wood

Bill Wood

Buck Salter
Wayne Gay
Wayne Gay
Buck Salter

Buck Salter
Buck Salter
Brockey Brock
Brockey Brock
Kim Hamilton
Wayne Gay
Greg Walker

Bill Wood

Randy Spivey

Martha Ann Lumpkin

Craig Sowell
Randy Spivey
Randy Spivey
James Dodson
Wayne Maddox
Randy Spivey

Douglas Parks and Recre&t@partment
Macon Recreation Depattmen
Brunswick Recreation Departinen
Brunswick Recreation Departien
Cobb County Parks and Rec. Dept.
Richmond County Parks arcd Bept.
Cobb County Parks and Recreation. Dept
Brunswick Recreation Departinen
Brunswick Recreation Departinen
Brunswick Recreation Departinen
Statesboro Recreation Depattme
Dalton Parks and Recreatigrabment
Carrollton Parks and Remredepartment
Baxley Recreation Department
Cobb County Parks and Recradiiept.
Carrollton Parks and Remredepartment
Cumming Recreation ané$Bepartment
Evans County Recreation Deypnt
Evans County Recreation Deypnt
Douglas Parks and Recre@gpartment
Madison-Morgan Co. Rec. Departinen
Carrollton Parks and Rec. Depart
Carrollton Parks and Rec. Depart
Vidalia Recreation and Parks Diepamt
Richmond County Recreation g&P®ept.
Albany-Dougherty Co. Rec. Bxément
Albany-Dougherty Co. Rec. Bement
Richmond County Recreation &Pa
Richmond County Recreation &Pa
Carrollton Parks & Rec. & Cudtukffairs
Carrollton Parks & Rec. & Qtdl Affairs
Madison-Morgan Co. Rec. Dept.
Madison-Morgan Co. Rec. Dept
Madison-Morgan Co. Rec. Dept
Augusta-Richmond Co. Rec. &Par
Dublin Parks & Rec. Department
Dublin Parks & Rec. Department
Augusta-Richmond Co. Rec. & Parks
Augusta-Richmond Co. Rec. &Pa
Augusta-Richmond Co. Rec. &Pa
Valdosta-Lowndes Co. Rec.&k3
Valdosta-Lowndes Co. Re®atks
Cherokee Co. Rec. & Parks Auth
Carrollton PRCA
Pickens Co. Recreation & PBxggartment
Morgan Co. Parks & Rec.
Dublin-Laurens County Recosafiuthority
Warner-Robins Recreafimpartment
Tift County Recreation Depaatrin
Dublin-Laurens County Recozafiuthority
Dublin-Laurens County Recozafiuthority
Warner Robins Recreation Degar
Forsyth County Parks and Riore Department
Dublin-Laurens County Recozafiuthority
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GRPA State Tournament Information
2014 Results

Youth Baseball

Event Champion Runner up
A Flea Boys Savannah Cartersville
A Mite Live Savannah Clayton County
A Mite Machine Savannah Savannah
A Midget Major Cartersville Rome
A Junior East Point West Augusta
B Flea Boys Rincon Effingham County
B Mite Machine Vidalia Statesboro-Bulloch County
B Mite Live Thomasville YMCA Calhoun
B Midget Glynn County Moultrie-Colquitt County
B Midget Major Tallapoosa Bainbridge
B Junior Glynn County Vidalia
C Flea Boys Evans County Jeff Davis County
C Mite Live Long County Putnam County
C Mite Machine Macon County Evans County
C Midget Jeff Davis County Appling County
C Junior Appling County Jeff Davis County
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GRPA State Tournament

Information

2014 Results

Youth Softball

Event

Champion

Runner-up

A/B Flea

Rincon

Moultrie-Colquitt County

A/B/C Mite Live

Dublin-Laurens County

Rockmart

A/B Mite Girls Machine

Moultrie-Colquitt County,

Dglas-Coffee County

A/B Midget Dublin-Laurens County Vidalia
A/B Junior Twin City Glynn County
A/B/C Senior Vidalia Clayton County
C Flea Jeff Davis County Dodge County

C Mite Machine

Alma-Bacon County

Cochran-Bleckleyu@ty

C Midget Metter Dodge County
C Junior Pierce County Wicox County
GRPA State Tournament Information
2014 Results
Adult Softball
Event Champion Runner-up

Men’s Open Equalizer

Effingham County

HitMen - Gnatt County

Men’s Industrial Equalize

I

Supreme — Spalding

Yamaha — Coweta Count

County
. Off in the Woods - Chix N Stix — Barrow
Coed Equalizer
Augusta County
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GRPA State Basketball
2014 Results

Adult
Event Champion Runner-up
Men’s Open Dirty 30;?”(— College CC Crew — College Park
Men’s Industrial Walmart — Troup Sitel — Augusta
County
, God of Peace — 1°' Albany Deliverance
Men’s Church Putnam County Cathedral — Albany

GRPA State Flag Football

Event Champion Runner-Up
N/A N/A N/A
GRPA State Basketball
2014 Results
Class A

Event Champion Runner-up

Flea Boys College Park Atlanta
Flea Girls (A/B) Calhoun Habersham County

Mite Boys

Walton County

Savannah

Mite Major Boys Henry County Cobb County
Mite Girls Savannah Marietta
Midget Boys Savannah Fulton County
Midget Girls College Park Henry County
Junior Boys College Park Dekalb County
Senior Boys

Cobb County

College Park
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GRPA State Basketball

2014 Results

Class B
Event Champion Runner-up
Flea Boys Baldwin County Hapeville
Mite Boys Douglas-Coffee County Swainsboro
Mite Girls Calhoun County Moultrie-Colquitt Count
Midget Boys Murray County Liberty County
Midget Girls Carrollton Dawson County
Junior Boys Hapeville Douglas-Coffee County
Senior Boys (B/C) Liberty County Union City
GRPA State Basketball
2014 Results
Class C
Event Champion Runner-up
Flea Boys Reidsville Dooly County
Flea Girls Fannin County Trion
Mite Boys Blakely-Early County Evans County
Mite Girls Rabun County Fannin County
Midget Boys Pooler Jefferson
Midget Girls Rabun County Fitzgerald
Junior Boys Temple Trion
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GRPA Tackle Football
2014 Results

Event

Champion

Runner-up

Class A Flea

Atlanta

Bartow County

Class B/C Flea

Crisp County

Cedartown

Class A Mite

Atlanta Walton County
Class B Mite Effingham County Calhoun
Class C Mite Appling County Dooly County

Class A Midget

Walton County

Whitfield County

Class B Midget

Calhoun

Crisp County

Class C Midget

Appling County Dooly County
GRPA State Soccer
2014 Results

Event Champion Runner-Up

Co-ed 7 Calhoun Cartersville
Co-ed U10 Dalton Baldwin County
Co-ed U12 Dalton Columbia County
Co-ed Ul4 Dalton Cartersville
Co-ed U16 Dalton Green Dalton Black
Girls U10 Bartow County Calhoun
Girls U12 Bremen Cartersville

Page 28




GRPA Athletic Manual

2015 GRPA STATE ATHLETIC CHAMPIONSHIP CALENDAR

December 8

January 21
March 6-7
March 13-14
March 20-21
April 8"

May 1-2
May 8-9
May 15-16
May 27"

June 13-14

June 16-20

June 19-21

June 22-July12
Discretion of Host
July 7-11

July 17-18

July 24-25
Discretion of Host
Discretion of Host
Discretion of Host
September 9-10
October 1, 2015
October ¥

November 6-7
November 13-14
December 4-5
December 5-6 & 12
December 11-12

President’s Assembly — State Tournaments Awarded Cobb Co.

State Athletic Committee Meetinyinter Entries (Basketball) Lyons
State Youth Basketball

State Adult Basketball

Adult 35& Over Basketball
State Athletic Committee Meetin@rack, Lacrosse Entries  Gainesville

State Track Meet Class A
State Track Meet Class B/C
State LacrossAl( Classification3
State Athletic Committee Meetir§pring/Summer Entries Tifton
(BB, SB, Swim, Tennis, Golf)
State Adult Softball Tournaments
Youth State Senior Baseball/Softball
Adult Softball State: CO-ED, 40 &Over
All District Swim Meets must be held and completed
Diving
State Youth Baseball/Softball Tournarsent
Class B/C State Swim Meet
Class A State Swim Meet
Youth and Adult Tennis (Distribivo weeks prior)
Youth and Adult Golf (Districtmd weeks prior)
Gymnastics (District Two week#p)

State Athletic Committee MeetRgl¢ Changes Savannah
GRPA State Tournament Bid SubmittaDeadline
State Athletic Committee Meeting Dublin

€B, FLG,SC,VB,CHR)
State Cheerleading
Adult Volleyball (Including COED)
State Youth Soccer
State Youth Footbdbfth (D4-7) Even Years & Soufb1-3) Odd years
Adult Flag Football
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AGENCY AND FORFEIT WITHDRAWAL FEES

1. There is an annual agency membership fee of $4@u8Mmy January 30. After this date the fee
will be $425.00.

2. Forfeit, withdrawal, and non-notification fees:

a. Inthe event of a forfeit or withdrawal afteethracket is drawn in a state competition,
the team will be required to pay the entry feent ¢tate host and a forfeit fee of $250.00
fee to the GRPA Office. This fee applies to novetiand intentional forfeits. The
agency that forfeits will be placed on probatioonfrthat sport for one (1) year. The
agency may appeal probation before the athletiocncibiee.

b. Teams that do not notify State Host will be geaka full entry fee payable to the State
Host and forfeit fee of $250.00 payable to the GRBfAce.

c. Districts entering GRPA state level of competitthat do not fill their commitment to
send a team or teams to the State Tournamentevitkgponsible for forfeits, fines and
trophies if the withdrawal causes the cancellatibthe tournament/event.

3. Scratch fees for track and swimming are $10€¥Qogrson per event payable to GRPA.

4. A certified coach or staff member must be ieratfance at all State events. Failure to have a
certified coach or full-time staff member is:

a. T'Offense: $100
b. 2YOffense: $200
c. 390ffense: $500

5. Failure to attend mandatory statewide swim ang&ck meetings will result in a $200 fine
payable to the GRPA state office.
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FEE'S FOR STATE TOURNAMENTS AND STATE HOSTS

|72}

[72)

SPORT DIVISION TYPE EVENT ENTRY FEH STATE HOST FEE
Pool Play/Single $ 75.00 for 9 & over
Basketball Youth Elimination $ 200.00 $ 50.00 up to 8 Teams
$ 150.00 for 9 or more Teams
Adult Single Elimination $ 150.00 $ 100.00 for 8 or less Teams
$ 75.00 for 9 & over
Baseball Flea, Mite, | Double Elimination $200.00 $ 50.00 up to 8 Teams
Midget
Baseball Junior and | Double Elimination $250.00 $ 75.00 for 9 & over
Senior $ 50.00 up to 8 Teams
$ 75.00 for 9 & over
Slow Pitch All Youth Double Elimination| $ 200.00 $ 50.00 up to 8 Teams
Softball
All Adult Double Elimination $225.00 $250.00 for8@up Teams
$175.00 for 8 or less Team
Fast Pitch $ 75.00 for 9 & over
Softball Flea, Mite, Double Elimination| $ 200.00 $ 50.00 up to 8 Teams
Midget
Fast Pitch Junior and | Double Elimination $250.00 $ 75.00 for 9 & over
Softball Senior $ 50.00 up to 8 Teams
Tackle Youth Single Elimination $150.00 $50.00
Football
Flag $ 250.00 for 9 & up Teams
Football Adult Pool Play $ 150.00 $ 175.00 for 8 or less Teams
Volleyball Adult Double Elimination $ 200.00 $ 100.for 9 or more Team
$ 70.00 for 8 or less Teams
$ 75.00-9 & up Teams
Soccer All Youth Single Elimination $100.00 | $50.00 for 8 & under Teams
Swimming $7 per person
Diving Youth Individual 20% Entry Fee
Relay Team $15 per Event
20 % Entry Fee
A $1 per participant charge will be added to cdv&r Swim sanctioning fees
Tennis Youth $10 per event 20% Entry Fee
Tennis Adult Doubles $30 per event 20% Entry Fee
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Golf Youth $15 for 9 $ 5.00 per participant
holes, $20 for
18 holes

Adult $25 per day $ 5.00 per participant
Track & $5.00 per
Field Youth person/Event 20% Entry Fee

Youth $ 12.00 per

relay

A $1 per participant charge will be addedawer electronic timing device if utilized

Lacrosse Youth Single Elimination $ 100.00 $ 7590R-up Teams
$ 50.00 for 8 & under Teams
Gymnastics Youth Individual $7 per person/
15 per team 20% Entry Fee
event

50% late charge to all agencies not paying their ¢ine entry by the time the state tournament
or competition is completed. Purchase orders not pa within 30 days are considered late.

State Tournament Gate Fees: The following gatedarde charged for GRPA State Tournaments:

Adults - $5.00
Students - $2.00
Seniors (55 and over) - $2.00

Gate fees can be charged or a parking fee not to@ed $5.00 per car. Both a gate and a
parking fee cannot be charged.
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CALENDAR FOR DISTRICT/STATE TOURNAMENT COMPETITION

State Tournament weekends start on Fridays.

Lacrosse

Sport Division District State
Basketball Youth Last Weekend in | 1% Weekend in March
February
Adult 1 Weekend in MarcH "™ Weekend in March
Track & Field| A Last Weekend in 1% Weekend in May *
April
B/C 1 Weekend in May | 2" Weekend in May *

Second weekend in
May

* - Rotates yearly

Youth 3 !

'“ weekend in May unless
falls on holiday, then
approved by chair of SAC

Yy

Tennis Youth Two weeks prior to | Host Discretion
State
Adult Two weeks prior to | Host Discretion
State
Baseball Senior Prior td'2Saturday | 3™ Tuesday — Saturday in
in June June
All Live Pitch Saturday Prior to 4th| 2"° Tuesday-Saturday in Ju
of July
Mite w/machine | Saturday Prior to 4th 2" Tuesday-Saturday in Ju
of July
Softball Senior Prior to" Saturday | 3" Wednesday — Saturday

in June

June

y

Junior, Midget,

Saturday Prior to2

2" Wednesday-Saturday ir

Mite, Flea of July July

Adult (Slow) 3% saturday June "4Friday-Sunday in June
(Church only on Friday)

Adult 2"% Saturday in June | "3Saturday-Sunday in Jun

(Special/slow)

112

Diving | | NODISTRICT

Swimming

Between 4 Mon. in
June & 29 Sat. in July,

B/C - 3“ Weekend in July
A — 4" Weekend in July

State

Golf Youth Two weeks prior to | Host Discretion
State
Adult Two weeks prior to | Host Discretion
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Volleyball Youth & Adult | Prior to Last Weeken( 2" weekend in November
in October

Volleyball Co-Ed Prior to Last Weeken( 2" Weekend in November
in October

Cheerleading| Youth Prior to Last weekend 2“! Weekend in November
in October

Soccer Youth By Last Saturday in | 1% Weekend in December
November

Football Youth Last Saturday in 1% Sat./Sun. in December &
November 2" Sat. in December

Adult Flag First Saturday in 2" Saturday in December

December

Gymnastics | Youth Two weeks prior to | Host Discretion
State

GRPA YOUTH STATE AWARDS

Single elimination tournaments:first and second place team trophies and indivichedals (roster
limit plus 2).

Double elimination tournaments:first and second place team trophies and individuadals and a
third place team trophy.

Trophies will be delivered to the State Host asteme week in advance. The GRPA State Trophy
Representative is:

Awards South
261 Northside Drive East
Statesboro, GA 30458
Phone: (912) 489-2631
Fax: (912) 489-3798
Contact: Pegi Boatwright
awardssouth@yahoo.com

GRPA ADULT STATE AWARDS

Single elimination tournaments:first and second place team trophies and indivithsairts

Double elimination tournaments first and second place team trophies and firdtssatond
individual t-shirts
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2015 STATE TOURNAMENT HOSTS

YOUTH BASKETBALL
March 6-7, 2015

Division Class A Class B Class C
Gwinnett County Calhoun Recreation Dept Bremen Parks and Re
Stacy Fowler Kim Townsend Jeremiah Ray
Flea Boys 770-822-5152 706-629-0177 770-537-4222
stacy.fowler@gwinnettcounty.com ktownsend@calnet-ga.net jray@bremenga.gov
Gwinnett County Calhoun Recreation Dept Bremen Parks and Re
Flea Girls Stacy Fowler Kim Townsend Jeremiah Ray
770-822-5152 706-629-0177 770-537-4222
stacy.fowler@gwinnettcounty.com ktownsend@calnet-ga.net jray@bremenga.gov
Gwinnett County Tift County Towns County
Mite Boys Stacy Fowler Jeff Howard Alan Rogers

770-822-5152

stacy.fowler@gwinnettcounty.com

229-382-3262
jeff.howard @tiftcounty.org

706-896-2600
alanrogerstcrd@live.com

Mite Major Boys
All Classifications

Gwinnett County
Stacy Fowler
770-822-5152

Gwinnett County
Stacy Fowler
770-822-5152

stacy.fowler@gwinnettcounty.com stacy.fowler@gwinnettcounty.co

Gwinnett County
Stacy Fowler
770-822-5152
n stacy.fowler@gwinnettcounty.com

Mite Major Girls
All Classifications

Spalding County
Robby Milner
770-467-4750

rmilner@spaldingcounty.com

Spalding County
Robby Milner
770-467-4750

rmilner@spaldingcounty.com

Spalding County
Robby Milner
770-467-4750

rmilner@spaldingcounty.com

Stacy Fowler City of Jefferson Banks County
Mite Girls 770-822-5152 Jeremy Smith Joe Gailey
stacty.fowler@gwinnettcounty.com 706-367-5116 706-677-4407
jsmith@jeffersonrec.com jdgailey@cobanks.ga.us
Spalding County Habersham County Morgan County
Midget Boys Robby Milner Fenton Morris Lance Alexander
770-467-4750 706-754-3650 706-342-0588
rmilner@spaldingcounty.com fsmorris@habershamga.com lalexander@morganga.gov
Spalding County Murray County Rabun County
Midget Girls Robby Milner Chris Tipton Roy Quilliams
770-467-4750 706-695-7359 706-782-4600
rmilner@spaldingcounty.com christipton@windstream.net rgquilliams@windstream.net
Savannah Effingham County Banks County
Junior Boys Earl Etheridge Clarence Morgan Joe Gailey
912-351-3852 912-754-6339 706-677-4407
Earl_Etheridge@savannahga.gov cmorgan@effinghamcounty.org jdgailey@cobanks.ga.us
Savannah
Junior Girls Earl Etheridge NO BID NO BID
912-351-3852
Earl_Etheridge@savannahga.gov
Savannah Effingham County
Senior Boys Earl Etheridge Clarence Morgan NO BID
912-351-3852 912-754-6339
Earl_Etheridge@savannahga.gov cmorgan@effinghamcounty.org
Savannah
Senior Girls Earl Etheridge NO BID NO BID

912-351-3852

Earl Etheridge@savannahga.go
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ADULT BASKETBALL
March 13-14, 2015
March 20-21, 2015/ 35 & Over

Division Agency Contact
Men’s Open Augusta Lida Gregg — 706-842-2682
lgregg@augustaga.gov
Men’s Industrial August Lida Gregg — 706-842-2682
lgregg@augustaga.gov
Men's Church Augusta Lida Gregg — 706-796-5025

lgregg@augustaga.gov

Men’'s 35 & Over

Appling County

Wilton McCall
912-367-8190
wiltonmccall@live.com

Alan Jordan
Ladies Open Albany 229-430-5222
ajordan@albany.ga.gov
Ladies Church NO BID
TRACK & FIELD
CLASS DATE AGENCY CONTACT
Bobby Martin
A May 1-2 Augusta 706-826-1354
rmartin@augustaga.gov
Colton Green
B/C May 8-9 City of Jefferson 706-215-0428
cgreen@jefferson.com
YOUTH BASEBALL
Senior Boys-June 16-20, 2015
All other youth divisions-July 7-11, 2015
Class A/B Class C
Savannah Morgan County
Flea Earl Etheridge Lance Alexander
912-351-3852 706-342-0588
Earl Etheridge@savannahga.gov lalexander@morganga.gov
Mite Live Sa"a””?‘h
Pitch Earl Etheridge _
912-351-3852 No Bid
Earl_Etheridge@savannahga.gov
Ware County Screven County
Mite Machine Rod Mitchell Truman Anderson
912-287-4488 912-863-2388
rmitchell@warecounty.com sscrd@planters.net
Effingham County Jeff Davis
Midget Clarence Morgan Bruce Johns
912-754-6339 912-375-6650
cmorgan@effinghamcounty.org jdcrecbruce@bellsouth.net
Mid Tift Co.
M A J%eé Jeff Howard .
229-382-3262 No Bid
Jeff.howard @tiftcounty.org
Augusta Screven County
Junior Chris Yount Truman Anderson
706-821-2800 912-863-2388
cyount@augustaga.gov sscrd@planters.net
Effingham County
. Clarence Morgan No Bid
Senior 912-754-6339
cmorgan@effinghamcounty.&?@ge 36
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YOUTH FAST PITCH SOFTBALL
Senior Girls — June 16-20, 2015
All other youth divisions — July 7-11, 2015

Class A/B Class C
Moultrie/Colquitt Co. Jeff Davis
Lynn Bennett Bruce Johns
Flea 229-668-0028 912-375-6650
Lynn.bennett@moultriega.com jdcrecbruce@bellsouth.net
Effingham County Adel-Cook
Mite Machine Clarence Morgan Glenn Simmons
912-754-6339 229-896-4411
cmorgan@effinghamcounty.org gsimmons@southlink.us
Mite Live Jeffrey Shinall
770-383-7390 NO BID
shinallj@bartowga.org
Dublin-Laurens County Adel-Cook
Midget J.J Crosslin Glenn Simmons
478-277-5060 229-896-4411
juniusj@dicra.org gsimmons@southlink.us
Augusta Appling County
Junior Ken Warner Wilton McCall
706-796-5047 912-367-8190
kwarner@augustaga.gov wiltonmccall@live.com
Douglasville Adel-Cook
Senior Mieko Bercich Glenn Simmons
678-449-3072 229-896-4411
bercichm@douglasvillega.gov gsimmons@southlink.us
ADULT SOFTBALL
Adult Co-Ed/40 & Over — June 19-21, 2015
Adult Church — June 12-13, 2015/Adult Regular — Jua 13-14, 2015
Division Host Agency Contact

Men’s Open Equalizer

Gwinnett County

Stacy Fowler
770-822-5152
stacty.fowler@gwinnettcounty.com

Men’s Church Equalizer

Gwinnett County

Stacy Fowler
770-822-5152
stacty.fowler@gwinnettcounty.com

Men'’s Industrial Equalizer

Spalding County

Spalding County
Robby Milner
770-467-4750

rmilner@spaldingcounty.com

Women'’s Church

Albany

Alan Jordan
229-430-5222
ajordan@albany.ga.gov

Men'’s 40 & over

Albany

Alan Jordan
229-430-5222
ajordan@albany.ga.gov

Coed — Equalizer

Augusta

Lida Gregg
706-796-5025
lgregg@augustaga.gov

Coed-Church Equalizer

Albany

Alan Jordan
229-430-5222
ajordan@albany.ga.gov
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YOUTH LACROSSE- All Ages & Classes

May 15-16, 2015

Date

Agency

Contact

May

Dalton

Brandon Sane
706-278-5404
bsane@cityofdalton-ga.gov

TENNIS

Division

Date

Agency

Contact

Youth

Discretion of Host

Moultrie-Colquitt Co.

lynn.bennett@moultriega.com

Lynn Bennett
229-890-5429

Adult

Discretion of Host

Dalton

mmiller@cityofdalton-ga.gov

Mike Miller
706-278-5404

GOLF

Division

Date

Agency

Contact

Youth

Discretion of Host

Dalton

Steve Roberts
706-278-5404
sroberts@cityofdalton-

ga.gov

Adult

Discretion of Host

Dalton

Steve Roberts
706-278-5404
sroberts@cityofdalton-
ga.gov

SWIMMING

Division

Date

Agency

Contact

A

July 24-25

City of Cumming

cwilson@cityofcumming.ne

Carla Wilson
770-781-1784

B/C

July 17-18

Tift County

craig.sowell@tiftcounty.org

Craig Sowell
229-382-3262
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SOCCER
December 4-5, 2015
Division CO/ED GIRLS
Dalton Dalton
Co-Ed7 &8 Steve Roberts Steve Roberts

706-278-5404
sroberts@cityofdalton-ga.gov

706-278-5404

Co-Ed Under 10

Dalton
Steve Roberts
706-278-5404
sroberts@cityofdalton-ga.gov

Jefferson Parks
Ben McDaniel
706-367-5116

Co-Ed Under 12

Dalton
Steve Roberts
706-278-5404
sroberts@cityofdalton-ga.gov

Jefferson Parks
Ben McDaniel
706-367-5116

Co-Ed Under 14

Dalton
Steve Roberts
706-278-5404
sroberts@cityofdalton-ga.gov

Dalton
Steve Roberts
706-278-5404

Co-Ed Under 16

Dalton
Steve Roberts
706-278-5404
sroberts@cityofdalton-ga.gov

Dalton
Steve Roberts
706-278-5404

Co-Ed Under 18

Dalton
Steve Roberts
706-278-5404
sroberts@cityofdalton-ga.gov

Dalton
Steve Roberts
706-278-5404

ADULT FLAG FOOTBALL

December 11-12,

2015

Host

Contact

Clayton County

Adeal Bell
770-473-3800
adeal.bell@co.clayton.ga.us

sroberts@cityofdalton-ga.gov

bmcdaniel@jeffersonrec.com

bmcdaniel@jeffersonrec.com

sroberts@cityofdalton-ga.gov

sroberts@cityofdalton-ga.gov

sroberts@cityofdalton-ga.gov

YOUTH TACKLE FOOTBALL
December 5-6, 2015
December 12, 2015

Division Agency Contact
Steve Roberts
Class A Dalton 706-278-5404
ALL AGES sroberts@cityofdalton-ga.gov
Michael Pomirko
CLASS B Crisp County 229-276-2797
ALL AGES . . .
michael.pomirko@crispcounty.com
Class C Michael Pomirko
ALL AGES Crisp County 229-276-2797

michael.pomirko@crispcounty.com

North Regional Host
ALL AGES

Calhoun

Kim Townsend
706-629-0177
ktownsend@calnet-ga.net
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YOUTH VOLLEYBALL
November 13-14, 2015

Division Agency Contact

Matt Cody
Girls 12 & Under Bremen 770-537-4222
mattcodybprd@gmail.com

Matt Cody
Girls 14 & Under Bremen 770-537-4222
mattcodybprd@gmail.com

YOUTH GYMNASTICS
NO BIDDERS
ADULT VOLLEYBALL
NO BIDDERS
YOUTH CHEERLEADING
NO BIDDERS
DIVING
NO BIDDERS
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SAMPLE

GRPA PRE-TOURNAMENT COACHES/STAFF MEETING

1. Introductions

a.
b.
C.
d.

Local Staff

Head Official

Check for team sign in, registration, compdtetel information

Make sure that copies of Birth Certificates available in case of protest

2. Facility Tour

mST@Toao0 T

Name of Facility
Office Location
Hospitality Room
Dressing Rooms
Parking

First Aid

Restrooms
Concessions

Seating arrangements

3. GRPA Rules and Philosophy

a.
b.
C.

Explanation of classification
Explanation of rules for specific sport an@ ggoup.Give out a copy of rules
Questions and answers

4. Explanations by Officials

a.
b.
C.

Introduce Chief Official
Sportsmanship expected and demanded fromrglay@aches and fans
Q&A

5. Miscellaneous

a.

b
C.
d.
e

Beverages, towels, trash
Laundry-locations

Game time-Forfeit Time
Home/Visitors Designation
Local Staff Assistance

NOTE:
This is a sample pre-tournament format.

Please remember that the purpose of such a meetirgyto advise local facilities and to inform
coaches and staff of the fact that games will begfed strictly by GRPA Rules and Regulations
and not local rules. Advise every one of where thethletic manual is located at the tournament

and where the rules are in the book.
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RULE | — PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS

ARTICLE | - ELIGIBILITY OF AGENCIES
SECTION A — GRPA MEMBERSHIP

1. Agencies must be members in good standing drfelesl paid with the GRPA, Inc., to participate
in the functions of its athletic programs.

2. An agency is defined as any agency organizeth@®opurpose of providing recreation and parks
services for a particular community and alignirsgaims and objectives consistent with those of
GRPA, Inc. To be eligible for agency membershipagency must employ a full-time salaried
director and sponsor a variety of activities anagpams which are well distributed throughout
the year.

a. Anagency may join as a provisional membepgfraved by the Board of Trustees and may
participate in all activities for a period of twears.

3. To become a member of GRPA, agencies must n@keation to the GRPA Membership
Committee and be approved by the Board of Trustéaswal membership dues are required
and must be paid to the

GRPA, Inc.
1285 Parker Road
Conyers, GA 30094-5957

Further information may be obtained by calling
(770) 760-1403 or FAX (770) 760-1550

4. An agency shall be eligible to participate inlatics upon the receipt of the GRPA membership
fee and all district fees after membership has lagpgmoved. (NOTE: Each GRPA district
establishes its own entry deadlines for GRPA athéettivities on a district level. Therefore, to
be eligible for athletic participation, new agerscieust be approved for membership and request
entry for the athletic playoffs prior to the distrentry deadline. Such requests for entry are to
be made to the respective District Commissiongéh@idesignated person and must be approved
by the Board of Trustees) New agencies can paatieiprovided they are approved prior to the
appropriate district athletic draw.
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ARTICLE Il — ELIGIBILITY OF INDIVIDUALS AND TEAMS

SECTION A — LOCAL PARTICIPATION

1.

Teams and individuals participating in the dtblunctions of GRPA must be an integral part of
an agency’s local program before they are eligibleepresent that agency in GRPA
competitionswith all youth achieving the age of 7 by the agentm| date for a particular

athletic event.

a. An ‘“integral part of an agency’s local prograisitiefined as individuals who participated
during their current season in the activity in disgsand under staff supervision of that
agency. Participation means registering and b&ipart of that agency’s program as
required by the local Director.

b. Agencies shall not recruit players for the gmlepose of competing in GRPA athletic
functions.

c. An all-star team must be composed of playens freams that are an integral part of an
agency’s local program. Likewise, any individuzdt represents an agency in GRPA
competition in track & field, swimming, diving, tais, golf, and gymnastics must also be an
integral part of the agency’s local program.

d. If an agency enters a team (only te@mfagency/ no all-star selection completed in age
division) that will advance straight to state tlgeacy must provide proof of participant
registration through the agency entering the tedims documentation is due at district entry
meeting/deadline and signed off by the districtedit chairman.

Eligibility involving local participation is l&fto the integrity of the agency director. The Bt
shall be prepared to make available substantiafmlocal participation through such means as
score books, registration materials, agency recoress releases, or such other evidence
requested by the State Athletic Committee ChathemDistrict Commissioner from the agency’s
district.

In the absence of enough participation locallgdnstitute a league, an agency may contract with
another agency to allow participation of a tearmaist hold an announced public registration in
that activity to establish eligibility of local pasipation.

All youth sports teams must have with their teanleast one certified coach or full-time staff
person who is a member of GRPA. This person maisirbthe playing area (dugouts, bench,
etc.) and available at all times, except underraxdéng circumstances which will be determined
by the tournament director.

Per the “Return to Play Act of 2013, effectd@nuary 1, 2014, all agencies are required to
provide concussion education material to all yqualticipants and their parents. The
verification of compliance to this law is affirmég the signature of the agency director on the
GRPA roster.

Refer to pages 16-17 for approved certification prgrams.
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SECTION B — PARTICIPATION BOUNDARIES

1. a. For Adult Open Division: All players must be an integral part of an agéntycal program.
Players must live or work/attend school full-tinmetihe State of Georgia.

b. For Industrial Competition: the firm or plant must participate as an integeat in the
agency'’s program during the current season. Plagyast live or work full-time in the state
of Georgia.

c. For Church Competition: the church must participate and be an integndlqfahe
agency'’s program. The church’s physical locatiorstine in the state of Georgia

d. For Youth Competition:

(i) All players must participate in the countywhich they reside/live (with a parent or legal
guardian) or go to school full-time. Youth canestablish eligibility by employment.
Summer school or part-time employment will not Bedito determine eligibility
requirements from Grades K-1Zheck individual sport sections for eligibility
requirements.

(i) Youth teams may play in either class A, B®according to their county’s population or
per their appeals to another classification.

(i) If a current full-time GRPA pro$sional of 1 or more years of a GRPA member agency
has a child who plays in that agency’s programdagis not attend school or reside in
that county, he or she will be eligible for youtRBA competition in all sports.

2. Eligibility Definitions

a. RESIDE: Shallmean the permanent residence of a participantmwélgeographic locale,
such as a city or a county for a period of sixt)(6ays prior to the beginning of the State
Tournament. Exception: Under extenuating circuntsta, children may participate
provided residency is established with a parentardgal guardian, but must meet all other
criteria for participation. Once a player meets$etia as a resident and plays in District,
he/she is eligible through State to play in youtd adult programs. The construction of a
home or dwelling in anticipation of moving from ooeunty to another, or the signature of a
lease in anticipation of moving from one countyatmther does not constitute eligibility. The
actual date of occupancy shall constitute the cetrgul of a move. Ownership of land,
buildings, property, dwellings, or the possessiba post office box in more than one county
does not constitute eligibility and in no case dibespossession of a post office box
constitute eligibility.

(i) The enrollment in a school in advance ofradEnce at no time constitutes the
establishment of eligibility. Eligibility is estébhed once actual attendance has begun.
Registering to be home schooled does NOT make hgible for GRPA until that
county’s Board of Education starts classes.

b. WORK: Shall mean the ongoing, gainful employment, oulktime basis, enjoyed by a
salaried employee. Service contract employmeungstment, stock-holdings, etc., shall not
be constructed to mean “gainful employment.” A parshall be employed for a period of
forty-five (45) days prior to the beginning of tBéate Tournament and must work a
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minimum of 30 hours per week. In “multi-locatiomdustries or branch offices, a person
shall not claim “multi-county” eligibility statugde shall be deemed for the work eligibility
according to the following tests: (a) his branctalon, (b) his assignment per personnel
directory, (c) extraction of transportation, (dgegt of pay, not the source of payroll, and (e)
location of his primary office. A salesman and/qresison in specialized services who travels
an area, district, or region, such as an insurgecson or road test engineer, shall deem his
permanent residence as his work locale, unlessdetsnall previous tests.

c. ATTEND SCHOOL FULL-TIME - shall mean a student of a full-time elementary o
secondary education system or facility. Post-seagnstudents (college or vocational) shall
mean those students attending college or vocatsatadol on a full-time basis. A full-time
student must attend at least three quarters peoye#ao semesters with a minimum of
twelve (12) hours per quarter/semester to be censida full-time student. Summer school
will not be used to establish eligibility for GraglK-12. Students who are home schooled
must play in county of legal residency or in couthtgy are registered with the board of
education as home schooled.

SECTION C — PROFESSIONAL AND SEMI-PROFESSIONAL ATHL ETES

1. Students who participate on a college or unityéssvarsity, junior varsity, or freshmen team,
which competes with other colleges, are not elegibl GRPA competition in the same sport .

2. If alocal league is organized which allows jggration by inter-collegiate team members of the
same sport, the local league must be sanctionédebMCAA. (Example: Summer Basketball
League)

3. Regardless of intercollegiate participation dgrihe normal school year, a college or university
student is eligible for summer athletic functiopsissored by GRPA, provided the student is not
currently representing a college in competitionsetn other schools, and provided he/she meets
all other GRPA eligibility requirements.

4. No professional athlete will be allowed to papate in that sport during the time they are under
professional contract.

SECTION D — SCHOOL TEAM PARTICIPATION (NEW SCHOOL T EAM
PARTICIPATION RULES WILL TAKE EFFECT UPON THE COMPL ETION OF THE
2015 BASKETBALL SEASON)

1. No boy or girl in the ninth grade that is 15 ngeaf age or older may participate in the sametspor
of GRPA competition and school activities during #ame period of time if the school activities
are with another school or with students from aao#thool or with students from another
school (even within the same system) that the aolkeks not attend regularly. This applies to
both public and private schools. Middle SchdBl¢®ade athletes that are 14 years of age or
younger are eligible to participate in GRPA Athdstprovided all other GRPA eligibility
requirements are met.

a. “Periods of time” shall be interpreted to m&am the time a player participates with a

school team until the end of the GRPA season ingbart. Note: periods of time shall
include activities from August 1 through May 31.
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b. School clubs are not affected. (Example: HA¥{, FHA, etc.)

c. A child in the ninth grade that is 15 yearsgé or older shall be allowed to participate in a
school team’s immediate preseason tryouts providedchool has announced it as a tryout.
If the child fails to make the team, the child miagn participate with a recreation agency;
and if all other eligibility requirements are metay also compete in GRPA functions
provided that during these immediate preseasonitig@ssions, the participant in question
did not represent his or her school as a team memlaegame with another school.

d. These restrictions apply to both public angaie school. Special Note: Participation is
defined as dressing out, listed on roster, omgjttin bench or sideline in team uniform,
(whether the player enters game or not). If a playakes the team and quits before the
team’s first game against another school, he/sbkgible for GRPA play.

2. When a recreation agency and a school joinlgmansor an athletic program by sharing the
expenses for such a program, through use of eaen’'facilities, or by registering participants
at community schools or community recreation cestitre participants in such a program shall
be eligible for GRPA competition only if the follamg stipulations are in actual effect:

a. A child shall be allowed to play in GRPA conipen if an athletic activity at school is
intramural in nature (involving only students frame school not school board or district)
and there is absolutely no competition with anoterool during school term at the local
school.

b. Recreation youth teams (all age groups) mayadicipate in any kind of game or
scrimmage with a school team. A team that playscammages a school team will not be
eligible for GRPA competition.

3. When a school team’s current athletic prograseason is completed (all state playoffs in that
particular sport are completed), a student whagpated in that completed sport shall be
allowed to participate in a GRPA function involviaglifferent sport provided the participant
meets all other GRPA eligibility requirements. NOTEnce the normal school year ends after
the spring semester, a player may represent arcagieining the summer months in the same
sport in which he or she represented a school gihi@ school year, provided the participant has
not yet begun participating in a school-sponsotatetic event, such as football preseason drills
in August effective as of dates established byGkergia High School Association. (Examples:
Tennis in July or August, and swimming in August.)

SECTION E — ADULT, CHURCH, INDUSTRIAL, AND OPEN DIV ISIONS

1. For church adult divisions in basketball, sadftkend volleyball, participants must be minister-
approved members. Church must be physically lddatéhe State of Georgia.

a. The church team’s official GRPA Roster musapproved by the signature of the
sponsoring church’s minister. The signature ofagency director or superintendent shall
appear next to the signature of the minister.

b. Only church teams are eligible to represerdagancy in GRPA Church Divisions. No all-star
teams are allowed, but a church is allowed to “pipkadditional players who did participate
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with a team in the agencies local program from ¢éhatrch during the regular season and for
the purpose of playing in GRPA church competitidio league all-stars may play. Players
must have competed in the agency’s local sportisp@cogram and meet all other GRPA
requirements to participate in church play.

CHURCH —A GRPA church team is a team composed of peopie 6ne church (no all-star
league team) or people from several teams all tftmsame church who are all minister-
approved members of that church. The requirenweribeé church membership is determined by
the local church, its pastor/minister and/or gouggrboard.

A church is an organization set up to conductigubrship services conducted at a
congregation and led by the clergyman. This ogitn must be recognized by a national,
state, or local religious ministerial associatiorbé considered a church. A group of people
from an organization set up for the purpose of catidg civic responsibilities will not be
considered a church for GRPA competition.

If a player meets all the qualifications to begdl church team player on more than one church
team, then he/she may play with either team bubot.

For industrial adult divisions, participants mhbe a bona fide employee of one company or
government located in the State of Georgia. Playerg have competed as a team under one
GRPA agency. Players must have competed in thecgitgelocal softball, basketball, or
volleyball program and meet all other GRPA requeeis to participate in industrial play.

a. To qualify as a bona fide employee, a persost mark the minimum number of hours per
week, which is no less than 30 hours worked innbdestry by the average full-time
employee.

b. A player who has established seniority at dlisgnd is temporarily laid off may continue to
represent his team in the industrial division atilure or she takes or receives another full-
time job.

c. Official GRPA Rosters for industrial teams mibistapproved by the signature of the
sponsoring industry’s personnel director. The digieaof the agency director or
superintendent shall appear next to the signatutteeqpersonnel director.

Open Division — All players must be an imédgpart of the local agency’s program and mus liv
or work/attend school full time in the State of Gga.

a. Players may participate on more than one GRRAtin separate divisions of the same sport
provided they meet qualifications of each divisiBqualizer, unlimited, and no home are
subdivisions of one division. A player may not piaynore than one subdivision.

ARTICLE Il — OFFICIAL ROSTERS AND ACCEPTABLE BIRTH RECORDS

SECTION A — OFFICIAL ROSTERS (A copy of the roster can be found ornwww.grpa.orq)

NOTE: Picture IDs for adult players are required andldl@checked at each level of tournament
play. Copies of picture IDs shall be accepted. [Cher copies shall be available at all times dgrin
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competition. IDs must be government issued and lmedisted under acceptable birth certificates in
this manual, as long as they have a current picnrie ID. No player will be eligible to partiafe

in district and/or state tournament until a pictldeor copy is presented to the hoslH. rosters
regardless of sport must be typed and in alphabetit order or agency will be fined $40 (forty
dollars). Birth records should be in the same order. Indigldports submitting rosters must have
each age group on a separate roster in Alphab@&ichdr with Birth Records in same order.

1. Official Rosters from GRPA are made availablagencies by each District Athletic chairman
(member of State Athletic Committee) and/or thetiisCommissioners. They are also
available on the GRPA website. These rosters bleatbmpleted in accordance the information
requested on the Official Roster, shall be cedifiy the agency director and other special
persons required, and shall be presented with gadglepbirth records (and team fees, if any) to
the Tournament Director, or any State Athletic Qattee Member, or the District
Commissioner at a tournament for verification. T$hall occur prior to the first activity of that
agency in GRPA competition. Teams hosting statatsv&ould have their rosters verified prior
to district level competition. Such Official Rosteare mandatory for all teams participating in
GRPA athletic functions. All players must be vetfibefore competing in his/her first game.
Youth participants can only be submitted on one GRBster per sport/event.

a. In the absence of an agency director, the mghest-ranking recreation staff person may
certify his or her agency’s team’s Official GRPAd®er, and in doing so, assumes the same
responsibility as the agency director in certifythgt the players whose names appear on the
Official Roster meet all GRPA eligibility requiremts and that there is no fraudulent attempt
to play persons who are otherwise ineligible. Relgais of the staff person who certifies the
Official Roster, The Agency Director shall remairly responsible for the eligibility of the
players on his agency’s team.

b. Additional signatures certifying the OfficiabBter are required in the following divisions:

(i) The minister of a church whose league teato represent an agency in Adult Basketball
and Softball in State Church Divisions.

(i) The personnel Director of a company or goweent whose league team or company all-
star team is representing an agency in the Adwk&@all and Softball Industrial
Divisions.

c. Itis mandatory that the signature of a thiedspn who is a GRPA professional member from
another agency be affixed to the Official Rosteewkhe agency director and the person
verifying the roster (tournament director, statdettc committee, or the district
commissioner) are from the same agency.

d. All adult and youth team players must be preaeteam/roster check in prior to the first
game of the tournament. The tournament directbrgually cross check each player with
the names on the roster. If a player is not pitesieteam check in, that player must check in
with the tournament director prior to playing irettournament.

2. The Tournament Director, State Athletic Commaitteember, or District Commissioner shall

personally examine each team’s Official Roster arakptable birth records of every player to
be approved. He/she shall verify the Official Rodty affixing his/ her signature and date.
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a. The verified or approved Official Roster shmdlacceptable and official throughout all levels
of GRPA competition, and after the initial verifican of acceptable birth records, shall be
the only required record for a team to presentrdu@RPA competition.

b. Atthe request of GRPA Tournament Directorrat l@vel of competition, at the request of a
State Athletic Committee Member at any level of pefition, or at the request of a
participating agency'’s District Commissioner at diirict level of competition, the staff
member accompanying the agency’s team shall maki&able, prior to the game time or
during the game, his own agency’s copy of the teaDfficial Roster, provided one of the
other three duplicate copies or original is notilabde at the playoff or tournament.

3. There are four (4) copies of the Official Rostad the copies are to be distributed by the person
who verifies the Roster and affixes his or her ndynéhe District Tournament Director as
follows: (Note: all copies mailed within 48 hours.)

a. WHITE ORIGINAL mailed to State Athletic Comna# Chair with a district tournament
report form within forty-eight hours.

b. YELLOW COPY - (second page) mail advancing teamly to State Host. The District
Tournament Director is to designate the DistrichiReentative(s) on this copy as champion
or runner-up.

c. PINK COPY - (third page) mailed to District Agtic Chair with a district tournament report
form within forty-eight hours.

d. ORANGE COPY - (fourth page) is team copy.
SECTION B — ACCEPTABLE BIRTH RECORDS

1. Birth certificate, certified abstracts of birtiertified or notarized hospital birth records,
notification of birth, notification of registratiorertificate of registration and regulatory milita
identification cards, government ID from US Depagtinof Immigration and Naturalization,
Passports, Adoption records, notarized Correctibrstitution records, or clearly processed and
readable copies of such shall be considered ardeefto as acceptable birth records for GRPA
competition. Also, Georgia Department of PublicédafPersonal ID Cards issued for check
cashing, etc., are acceptable if date of birtHfizeal.

a. Driver's License and Learner’s Permit from aigte shall be acceptable birth records for
participants.

b. If a name change is involved which is differsnim the Acceptable Birth Records, a copy of
the court order granting the name change mustdeepaesented. An official written
statement notarized by a notary public and appréyesignature from a parent or guardian
may be substituted if a copy of the court ordemcare obtained. Such a court order copy
or an official notarized statement shall not besidered as acceptable birth records, but only
as evidence that the acceptable birth record predesnthe true and accurate birth certificate,
certified abstract of birth, hospital record, naitiy identification or copy of such, etc.
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2. The Tournament Director, State Athletic Comneitidéember, or District Commissioner shall
personally examine each team’s Official Roster arakptable birth records of every player to
be approved. Adult players shall furnish idenéfion according to the rule. Adult rosters must
be signed by the Tournament Director, State Athieommittee Member or District
Commissioner.

Failure of a protested individual to produce pragentification prior to his/her team or the
protesting team’s next scheduled game shall residtfeiture of the game in questiohote: if

a game is in progress the game shall be continithdwt stoppage except to protest. Fee will be
returned if protest is upheld.

a. After the Official Roster is verified by theyeature, it cannot be changed under any
circumstances, and no additional names may be asldsspt in the case of the player pickup
rule in adult softball.

b. The fourth copy of the Official Roster (orangégll be returned to the person in charge
whose nhame appears on the roster, or to his askigpessentative, along with all acceptable
birth records. This shall be done immediatelyrafegification. Only the agency team’s
copy of the Official Roster (orange) shall be neeeg for GRPA competition at all levels
following the initial verification. Acceptable birtrecords are required only at the initial
verification of the Official Roster in youth compigin. ID’s may be requested at any time
during adult competition if requested through progp®cedures.

3. All procedures involving GRPA Official RostensthAcceptable Birth Records shall be
completed prior to an agency team'’s first appeaam&GRPA competition. Any special

requests to verify rosters at a later time shallbgogranted by the Tournament Director, State
Athletic Committee Member, or District Commissioner

4. Any team qualified to go straight to the Stateifhament must have their roster signed prior to
the first game of the State Tournament.

ARTICLE IV — GRPA TOURNAMENTS AND PLAYOFFS

SECTION A — STATE HOST TOURNAMENT FEES

1. Any agency hosting a GRP&ate Tournament will pay the GRPA office a feetfa right to
host a GRPA State Tournament. The state hostlveill collect and keep all state entry fees to
help offset their expense of the portion that goagbe GRPA office. The host will pay all
expenses including awards, game balls, officigdbts, scorers, etc.
* Fees are to be paid to the GRPA office within 3@ays after the State Tournament.

SECTION B — TEAM COMMITMENT

1. For those Districts entering GRPA state levadahpetition and who do not fill their

commitment to send a team or teams to the Statendment will be responsible for forfeits,
fines and trophies if the withdrawal causes theebation of the tournament/event.

Page 50



N

GRPA Athletic Manual

If a team qualifies at district level for Stated does not fill their commitment in State theat th
District may drop down in numerical finish to seeateam. They may only draw from teams in
the District Tournament.

All teams in GRPA competition must be accompamietournaments or playoffs by at least one
adult recreation staff person (preferably a futiei salaried professional who is a GRPA
member), or a responsible adult personally appdibtethe agency director. This person is to
attend the game in which his agency’s team is@patiing and will make himself/herself
available to the Tournament Director as the regptsperson-in-charge of his or her agency’s
team and is the only person who can formally ptaeagme or an ineligible player.

The defending adult sports champion teams (agemall sports are committed to participate in
the next GRPA State Tournament unless their distithdraws them at the team-entry meeting
for their particular sport. The particular teamttisethe defending champion does not have to
play, but the agency may send another team toseptéhem.Defending youth sports
champion teams do not defend their titles.

If the particular team that is the adult defaegdithampion does not play locally or does not go to
State, then the agency may send another teamulhsgabrts state tournament the defending
champions must play as the defending champion andat play as a district representative.

District tournaments must play by GRPA Athlédanual rules if teams are advancing to state
level tournaments or competition.

An agency team that plays in district and qiedifor the state tournament must play as state
host if that agency is hosting state unless thaheghas another team to host that did not play in
the district tournament. Adult sports defendingrapion or their agency must play as defending
champions.

SECTION C — TOURNAMENT ORGANIZATION

1.

GRPA competition is conducted at two (2) lexasdsestablished by the rules in this Athletic
Manual. The two levels are referred to as Distuiadl State.

a. The District level includes all the enteredraxyeteams which are within the boundaries of
the district.

b. The State level consists of one district repmégtive and the State Tournament Host, except
adult team sports, which shall include host andrnehg champion. Adult Basketball
/Softball: Teams that participate in their disttmtirnament are eligible to participate in the
State tournament. All eligible teams wishing totiggoate in the state tournament must
contact the state host 10 days prior to the statendment. The host team and returning
champion are also entered in the state tournament.

c. If atournament bracket is not filled then thistrict of the host team will have first choice to

add another team. Then the other districts wiljiven the opportunity to enter another
team.
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Each district may determine its own method d&oiing a district representative to state levels
of competition. If an agency enters a team (oe&n from agency/ no all-star selection
completed in age division) that will advance stnaip state the agency must provide proof of
participant registration through the agency entgtite team. This documentation is due at
district entry meeting/deadline and signed off g dlistrict athletic chairman. The following are
recommended for district levels.

a. Tournaments with double-elimination methodssfaftball and baseball.

b. A playoff or tournaments with single-eliminatimethods for basketball and football. In all
single-elimination tournaments, there will be nodiplace award.

c. The best 2 of 3 matches in volleyball.
d. Meets on a district-wide basis for track amddfi swimming and diving, tennis, and golf.
e. Sub-District tournaments may be used.

State-level tournaments and playoffs are toeb@g in brackets by the State Athletic Bracket
Committee with not more than eight (8) teams intiiaxcept for baseball (16), softball (16),

and in individual sports events such as track &id,ftennis, and swimming and diving, and

golf. When all districts are not represented irta&eSTournament, the State Athletic Committee
Bracket Committee shall arrange the bracket paragnearly as possible to the aforementioned
guideline, and in accordance with his own judgmeéntyouth sports, when classifications are
combined, the number of teams can exceed eight.

For a state tournament to make in team sportsnenum of four teams must be entered and/or
the host agency discretion to proceed. Howevate sburnaments from different classifications
may be combined if there are not enough teams k& nmalividual tournaments.

No game shall start before 7:00 PM Monday —dyriduring any Adult State Tournament. See
specific sports for starting times and restrictions

In Youth State Tournaments, no games can f&otd5:00 p.m., except for summer sports
which shall not begin before 2:00 p.m. on the filgy of tournament. For District level
tournaments, the first games shall not begin gddr0:00 a.m. No new game shall begin after
10:00 PM on weekdays during the school year. Athga will be scheduled to start no later than
10:00 PM on Friday and Saturday nights but maylageal in emergency situations (rain, game
delays, etc.)

No youth activities can be originally schedubedSunday (exception tackle football).

. Adult: State Host and Defending Champion must play irfiteeround on the first day, if
brackets are full. Brackets should be made suditélans travelling the longest distance should
be given the last games. However, home teams hagygpmes other than the first game of the
tournament

. Adult: If brackets are full, the Host Team must playistixt Champion and Defending
Champion must play a District non-champion. Ade#rh tournaments have been expanded to
allow any team which participated in a districtmament to enter the state tournament. Team
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entries must be entered by their agency or dig&jutesentative by the date established by the
tournament host to participate. Teams advancirsgetie whose district tournament did not make
must comply with the roster submittal deadlinessoAncluded in the bracket will be the State
Host and the agency from which last year’s defegmdimampion was located. The Defending
Champion’s agency shall defend the title.

Every GRPA level of competition shall be cortéddoy a Tournament Director appointed by the
Host Agency Director Committee member of the DestGommissioner. The Tournament
Director of a sub-district, district or state toament must be a full-time recreation department
employee and member of GRPA. The Tournament [irewdil not participate in the

tournament in any capacity, except as directoheftournament. The duties of the tournament
director are as follows:

a. To assure that necessary arrangements fapuheaiments are made to include notification
of pairings, game times, awards, facilities insjggGtreservations, security and crowd
control, advance publicity, equipment made avadlabhd any other preparations deemed
appropriate for GRPA athletic functions. Pairiage to be arranged by the District for
District competition, and by the State Athletic Quittee for State competition.

b. To verify Official Rosters and to examine tloeeptable birth records with State Athletic
Committee Members and the District CommissioAdradult and youth team players must
be present at team/roster check in prior to thent®éirst game of the tournament. The
tournament director will visually cross check eatdyer with the names on the roster. If a
player is not present at team check in, that playest check in with the tournament director
prior to playing in the tournament.

c. To collect team athletic fees.
d. To conduct the tournament or playoff in a pssfenal manner befitting GRPA.
e. To release appropriate local, regional aneéwside publicity.

f. To declare a district representative for stata state champion in accordance with the
tournament or playoff level.

g. To forward copies of Official Rosters, teamsfe@d results to appropriate persons specified
in Article Il of this rule.

h. To evaluate the tournament or playoff and nthkerecommendation in writing for
improvement to members of the State Athletic Conteait

Every GRPA level of competition shall providsre method of protest or appeals procedure to
be approved by the district for district competitiand by any member of the State Athletic
Committee for state levels.

a. The Tournament Director shall coordinate amygsts or appeals and shall serve as the odd-
numbered member of any tournament protest commiitieieh must be made up of a
minimum of three people and should be listed intament information. Only a Protest
Committee will be used for misinterpretation of tyeane rules. All other complaints or
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protest (to include but not limited to ineligibleapers, illegal players, ineligible pitchers,
etc.) will be ruled on by the tournament directattvany appeals going to the next level
authority.

Any protest or appeal at the state level of pettion shall be subject to review by the State
Athletic Committee, and its chairman shall be netifof any such proceedings.

At his/her discretion, the State Athletic Cortige Chair may establish a State Protest
Committee for tournaments and may appoint the mesrtbeserve on such a special Protest
Committee. The Host Agency shall be responsibiérével and accommodation expenses
incurred by assigned members of such a Protest G@emand reimbursements must be
within ninety (90) days after a statement and pajafxpenditures or receipts are rendered
by the person incurring the expenses.

The State Athletic Committee shall serve aditiad authority on all protests or appeals, and
its decisions shall be binding to all parties caned without further appeal.

SECTION D — TOURNAMENT PLANNING AND HOST RESPONSIBI LITIES

1. The Host agency to which the State Tournaméayoff or Meet is awarded shall send all pre-
planning information pertaining to the particulaest to the State Athletic Committee Chair.
This information must be received no later than {@oweeks prior to the date of opening of the
Tournament, Playoff or meet.

2.

a.

A coaches and/or staff representative meeting} fme provided prior to the tournament for
the purpose of rule clarification and tournameffrimation being distributed prior to the
teams’ first game(The mandatory coaches meeting should be 1 hour jon to each
team’s first game)

Penalty of $25 will be assessed if a coachaldf eepresentative does not attend this meeting.
The penalty is only for youth team sports.

In the hosting of a state level event, the feitay must be provided and/or accomplished:

a. Agencies hosting a state level event must geothe following:

C.

d.

(1) Adequate hotels within 30 miles.

(i) Rooms shall be within city or county ancefarably with a national chain.
(i) A minimum of 50 rooms required per eigeams.

(iv)  Documentation must be provided to verifgmo space availability.

Sufficient number of fast-food service andaasants available to handle the anticipated
number of teams.

Adequate medical facilities within a reasonab#ance.
All State hosts MUST e-mail, and post on GRPA wihail pertinent information
concerning GRPA State Tournaments. E-mail copiggans to District Athletic Chair and

District Tournament Host at least two (2) week®pto the opening day of the tournament.
These should contain:
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(1) List of motels, restaurants, and medicallfiaes

(i) Map of facilities and access routes

(i)  Tournament brackets showing dates, pgsirtimes
(iv)  Must provide a list of the Protest Committe

A designated person is recommended to welcate team upon its arrival for the purpose

of:

(i) Seeing that the teams are settled in thepeetive accommodations satisfactorily

(i) Being a goodwill ambassador for GRPA, thedbcommunity, and the host agency
throughout the entire tournament.

Adequate parking at the tournament site.
Visible and operational scoreboards and emeggeackup equipment in case of failure.
Officials per requirements of manual.

Suitable drinking fountains, restroom facilgjeconcessions, seating for players and
spectators.

A public address system with an acceptabletatuiouncer for the duration of an event.

Adequate maintained facilities, which meet mmam requirements as stated in GRPA
Athletic Manual. (Fields should be brought up-tarstard preceding each game where a
tournament consists of multi-games).

Sufficient number of adult staff who are congdtand familiar with GRPA procedure.

. The Host Department should send news releadbe imedia in the area at least two (2)
weeks prior to the staging of the event to institenaance.

A written follow-up action report shall be nedlto the State Athletic Committee Chair to
contain:

(1) Complete copy of brackets and results initigdcores

(i) Recommendation in changes or action

(i)  Problems in detail and recommendation fog torrective measures to be taken.

. Agencies hosting a state softball/baseballinaorent must provide fields with adequate
lighting for night play.
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HOSTING STATE EVENTS
SECTION A - WHO MAY HOST AND COST TO HOST

1. Any full-time agency, in good standing, may tdserve as the State Host for a
tournament/event in which that agency is represente

a. Any agency awarded a bid will pay, to the GR¥ifce, a fee known as a “rights fee”. The
successful bidder will be billed by the GRPA offi¢@efer to fee structure on pages 31-32)

b. The State Host will pay all expenses to incladards (which are sent by the State), game
balls, required equipment to run an event, offgidghts, personnel, etc.

c. The State Host will retain all entry fees tésef its expense.
SECTION B — BIDDING TO HOST STATE EVENTS

1. Hosts for GRPA state-level events shall be datexd by the State Athletic Committee at a
meeting for that purpose.

a. Accepted procedures for submitting a bid td hastate athletic event must include the
submission of a completed bid form found at the efnithis manual. Generally, all agencies
are notified of the submission deadline by variowehods well in advance of the deadline.
A representative of each bidding agency is encadag be in attendance at the bid meeting
to present the bid on behalf of the agerBigs to host GRPA state athletic championships
are due to the State Athletic Committee Chair-Elecby October 1.

b. An oral bid can be presented and acceptedsamteting ONLY IF no written bid
acceptable to the State Athletic Committee is kexmki Such bid can be taken only through a
department representative or a State Athletic Cateamimember of that agency’s district.

c. The State Athletic Committee reserves the tigheject any bid.

d. Before any state tournament is awarded the faghtuld be inspected by a
member of the state athletic committee to ngke the facility meets GRPA
state tournament standards.

SECTION C — RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE HOST

1. The Host Agency shall provide a minimum numidesampetent adults for scorers, a
Tournament Director (GRPA Member) and approved gaffi@als in accordance with Rule I,
Article 1V,

a. For Track and Field, there will be a Meet Dioecstarter, clerk of the course, head finish
judge-timer and finish judge timers (lane inspestonead field judges (each field event),
and scorers. Other assistants are also desired.

b. For Golf and Tennis, only a tournament direetod scorer are needed. In tennis, however,
players may call their own lines and scores urggb®r player requests a judge. In such a
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case, the Tournament Director shall assign a canpatult, who may also be a competitor
in another age division to judge a match. Sualdge must be from a neutral agency.

c. For Swimming and Diving, there will be a starstroke and turn judges, finish judges,
timers, scorers, clerk of course, awards persomanelouncer, diving judges and other
deemed necessary by the host agency.

2. The Host Agency shall be responsible for prameduct of spectators. GRPA Sportsmanship
Statement must be read prior to all district aatiestournament contests. For individual sports,
it should be read a minimum of three times per day.

GRPA SPORTSMANSHIP STATEMENT
“The Georgia Recreation and Park Association and inember agencies have made
a commitment to promote good sportsmanship by addecoaches, and spectators
at all GRPA sanctioned events. Profanity, degragliremarks, and intimidating
actions directed at officials or competitors wilbhbe tolerated, and are grounds for
removal from the event site. Spectators are nédakd to enter the competition
area during warm-ups or while the contest is beiognducted. Thank you for your
cooperation in the promotion of good sportsmanshaptoday’s event.”

3. The Host Agency shall be responsible for prangdhe required balls/equipment, etc., in
accordance with the rules of this manual and uttgerules of a governing body or organization
adopted as such by GRPA.

4. The Host Agency shall be responsible for praxgdihe facilities that meet GRPA specifications
for conducting the event.

5. The Host Agency shall be responsible for reteapublicity for the event.

6. The Host Agency shall be responsible for supplgagmmage vests in events where jerseys
need to be opposite colors. A coin toss shall melgoted and the winner shall have the option of
whether to wear the scrimmages vests or origimaejes.

7. The mandatory coaches meeting should be one hmurtprteam’s first game.

8. All Championship play tournament information: lkets, hotel information and related
information will be available through the GRPA witbs
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RULE Il - REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS

ARTICLE | — VIOLATIONS
SECTION A — FORFEITURES, PROTESTS, AND APPEALS

1. Only the State Athletic Committee Members foy lavel of GRPA competition, the
Tournament Director for his/her own level of GRP#&petition, and the District Commissioner
for district competition have the authority to feitfany GRPA events or games prior to, during,
or immediately following (if won by the agency in@gtion) the events, provided however, such
forfeiture is based on sufficient evidence of dation of the rules in this Athletic Manual or in
violation of a directive issued by the State Atid€ommittee or its Chair.

2. Whenever the question of guilt remains, thecitetl agency has the right to appeal such a forfeit
decision if done immediately and prior to the n&tteduled game for the other team involved
and which advanced because of the forfeit. Ifftingeiture occurred at the district level, all
appeals are made to the District Commissionera$sggned representative, or the District
Athletic Chair (member of the State Athletic Contexf), as determined by the respective district
by-laws.

If the forfeiture occurred at the state level,agdpeals are to be made to the State Athletic
Committee Chair, or in their absence, the PastrCtin the Chair-Elect or the Chair’s assigned
representative.

At any time an ineligible player is found (withgaf) to have participated in GRPA competition,
the team is disqualified from further play. Tharteis subject to action by the District, State, or
both. This can be enforced either during or dfierevent or between district and state
tournaments. Note: In individual sports, the figrapplies to the individual participant.

Protests shall be processed in the same manneptekat the burden of proof in a protest rests
with the protesting agency. The protesting agenay be assisted in its investigation by the
members of the State Athletic Committee, the Toonerat Director, and/or the District
Commissioner.

a. If the appeal or protest is made by an agenthealistrict level, the District Commissioner
or his assigned representative shall take the gpipte action in accordance with the
district’s by-laws. Disputes regarding the atlddtinctions within a district will be acted
upon by the State Athletic Committee Chair. Dexisirendered by the State Athletic
Committee shall be final and binding to all parties

b. If the appeal or protest is made by an agehtiyeastate level, the State Athletic Committee
Chair or in their absence, Past Chair, then thar@ect or the Chair’s assigned
representative shall take appropriate action, whtdhis own discretion, may include polling
members of the State Athletic Committee. The agemaking the appeal or protest shall
reimburse the State Athletic Committee Chair foy arpenses incurred for such action
within ninety (90) days after a statement is reader
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c. Appeals and protests are acceptable only uhdeaforementioned procedures and only by

the recreation staff adult or responsible adulbaggzanying the agency team as stated in
Rule 1, Article IV, Section B, paragraph 3. Play@arents, spectators, or other such non-
recognized official agency representatives mayappeal decisions or protests. A protest fee
of $50 must be paid at time of protest for eack mierpretation protested and per each
individual in player eligibility cases.

Protests are allowed on rule misinterpretagiod illegal players only. No protest is allowed
on judgment calls.

3. Any problems in a tournament other than a garteemisinterpretation protest may be corrected

by the tournament director when found or noticed.

SECTION B — FORFEITS

1.

A team that forfeits its first game in a Stateiinament can continue to participate in remaining
games if they call in advance or have some reptatess present.

In the event of a double forfeit in a State Tament, a coin will be flipped between the two
teams to determine a winner and loser.

3. Forfeit, withdrawal, and non-notification fees:

a. Inthe event of a forfeit or withdrawal afteethracket is drawn in a state competition,
the team will be required to pay the entry feent ¢tate host and a forfeit fee of $250.00
fee to the GRPA Office. This fee applies to novetiand intentional forfeits. The
agency that forfeits will be placed on probatioonfrthat sport for one (1) year. The
agency may appeal probation before the athletiocncibiee.

b. Teams that do not notify State Host will be geaka full entry fee payable to the State
Host and forfeit fee of $250.00 payable to the GRBffice. Teams and players may be
suspended from GRPA play for unsportsmanlike condnd/or forfeits.

c. Districts entering GRPA state level of competitthat do not fill their commitment to
send a team or teams to the State Tournamentevittfponsible for forfeits, fines and
trophies if the withdrawal causes the cancellatibthe tournament/event.

4. Game time is forfeit time.

SECTION C - PROBATIONS, SUSPENSIONS, AND FINES

1. Agencies found in violation of this Athletic Maal or in violation of directives issued by the

State Athletic Committee or its Chair may be placagrobation or suspension for any period of
time to be determined by the State Athletic Comeritivhich shall give full consideration of the
offense.

a. The State Athletic Committee may take immedaateon per the manual or may request a

full report from the agency prior to rendering ig®n. The agency involved may request a
hearing and appeal to the committee after the mece penalty is levied. This appeal or
request must be done within thirty (30) days ofrtieting and prior to the next regularly
scheduled meeting of the State Athletic Committé&.o appeal or request to appear is
requested the action will stand as ruled and nihduraction may be taken later.
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The State Athletic Committee vote, regardingpsmsions and probations, must include a
majority of the members present. The Chair is esngped to vote in the case of a tied
majority vote. The committee may suspend aduihteand individuals who are “no shows”
at the state level tournament and put the agengyamation the first year and after second
year suspend that agency for a no show in the spore.

Suspension shall include the barring from angllocGRPA athletic functions. With probation
shall include a warning, reprimand, and/or conddicallowances for continued participation
in any or all GRPA athletic functions.

If an illegal player participates in any pragrahe player and team are suspended for one
year and the agency may be probated or suspended.

SECTION D — CLARIFICATIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS

1. The Chair of the State Athletic Committee is emered with the authority to make
clarifications and interpretations of rules andulagons found in this Athletic Manual, provided
the majority of the State Athletic Committee does vote in disagreement with the clarification
or the interpretation rendered by the Chair.

2. Violations shall include, but are not limitedth® following:

a.

b.

The use of ineligible players.

Failure to appear ready to play by the annodigeene time of a scheduled tournament or
playoff.

Failure to continue to play when directed tasddy the Tournament Director, State Athletic
Committee Member, or on district level, by the BegtCommissioner or District Athletic

Committee.

Rules infractions.

Unsportsmanlike conduct or any conduct or agmea deemed by the State Athletic
Committee as detrimental to the best intereste@f3eorgia Recreation and Park

Association, Inc. its professionals, or its afféarganizations.

Any other activity or lack of activity deemekippropriate or illegal by the State Athletic
Committee in accordance with the Rules of this éikblManual.
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ARTICLE Il - AWARDS

SECTION A — PROCEDURES FOR BIDDING STATE AWARDS

1.

All bid awards shall be decided by the sealelddoocess, and advertising for such bid notices
shall be through the normal channels of GRPA, tmanclude, but not limited to, publication of
notice in the Recreation and Parks in Georgia, f&&wmn and Park Matters”, bulk mailings,
special mailings, and any other method of noticeeiwmay be deemed feasible by the State
Athletic Committee Chair and the Executive Director

Requests for bid information shall be made iitimg to the GRPA, Inc., administrative office,
or to the State Athletic Committee Chair. Bids Ehat be accepted unless these parities have
written record of a bid request.

Bids must be received no later than seven dagstp the announced time for the meeting of the
State Athletic Trophy Committee to begin at whidtisbwill be opened. This meeting will
generally be held in January. lllustrative sampliethe award that the company or its bidding
representative is offering for selection shall besented on the same day of the bid opening.

The bid will be presented to the apparent, biekter. (NOTE: The lowest bid does not
necessarily mean that it is the best bid). All &sstul and non-successful bidders will be
notified no later than ten (10) days after the aditepening bids.

The State Athletic Committee reserves the righteject any or all bids, or to use any other
method in selecting award suppliers, with the apglrof the GRPA Board of Trustees.

ARTICLE Il — OFFICIALS FOR GRPA COMPETITION

SECTION A — DISTRICT AND STATE LEVELS
(Additional officials may be used per national goveing body guidelines)

The rules in this section shall apply to alkuics and state levels except swimming and diving,
track and field, tennis and volleyball.

a. “Certified Official” is defined as a qualifieghme official in his fifth year (or more) of
membership with a certified officials’ associatiacceptable by the Georgia High School
Association and designated by GHSA standards ast#i€d Official.

b. “Approved Official” is defined as a qualifiecuge official in his third (or more) year of
membership with a certified officials’ associatiacceptable by the GHSA and designated by
GHSA standards as an Approved Official.

c. “Registered Official” is defined as a qualifigdme official in his first or second year of
Association and designated by GHSA standards agestered Official.

d. “Game Official” are those who are in controltleé game itself, during its length of play and
those who actually officiate the game.

e. “Assistant Officials” are those who assistglaene officials as scorers, timers (except
football), judges, statisticians, starters, or othech necessary supplementary game
assignees.
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f. “Competent Adult” is defined as a person 18rgez age or older who is considered
proficient for assistant officials’ positions andtigs as scorers, timers, judges, statisticians,
starters, or in other such necessary supplemeassignments.

g. Softball officials must be ASA or GHSA approved

Game Officials shall be uniformly attired in aodance with accepted GHSA and other affiliate
standards.

Game Officials should be given a copy of the @R#es pertaining to the sport they are
officiating. These rules should be reviewed by Tohernament Director and discussed in pre-
tournament meeting with officials.

Game Officials and Assistant Officials are tasponsibility of the Host Agency as to their
assignments for games, unless otherwise directédeb$tate Athletic Committee or its Chair.

. The Tournament Director for all state levelsampetition shall be a competent adult who has

professional membership in the GRPA. He or she xtassigned by the Host Agency who shall
submit his name to the State Athletic CommitteeiClioa approval prior to the assigned state
level of competition. In addition to the resporildiles of the Tournament Director, he or she
shall also have the authority to forfeit any gafrtbé Host Agency does not provide the
necessary arrangements for games, unless unawiciatiimstances exist and are deemed
uncontrollable by the Tournament Director.

The Host Agency shall be responsible for reimbuesgnof the Tournament Director’'s expenses for
travel and accommodations; payable within nine@) (fays after a statement of expenses is
rendered to the Host Agency.

ARTICLE IV - TYPE AND NUMBER OF REQUIRED OFFICIALS & PERSONNEL

SECTION A — DISTRICT COMPETITION

1. A minimum of two registered officials must beeddor all district games, except in swimming

and diving, track and field, and football. Footlmlst use four (4) registered officials.
Individual sports are decided by the districts, ali@ther personnel are decided by the districts.

SECTION B — STATE COMPETITION

1. Officials for state GRPA competition are reqdies follows:

a. BASKETBALL GAMES
(1) A minimum of two approved or certified game offisighat are members of GHSA
or NFA.
(i) A minimum of two competent adults as asamtofficials to serve as scorer and timer.
(i)  Tournament Director as prescribed by thiamaal.
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. BASEBALL GAMES

(1) A minimum of two Approved or Certified GHSBame Officials or NBC Umpires in
their third year or more of membership in the NB@ a member of a chartered NBC
Umpires Association.

(i) A minimum of one competent adult as a score

(i)  Tournament Director as prescribed by thiamaal, and to assist the umpire-in-chief
in verifying acceptable playing equipment, incluglthe bats.

. SOFTBALL GAMES

0] A minimum of two Approved or Certified GHSA &SA game officials in their third
year or more of membership in GHSA or ASA and a imenof a chartered ASA
Umpires Association. (Fast-pitch softball offidahust be trained in fast-pitch
softball.)

(i) A minimum of one competent adult as a sc@er game.

(i)  Tournament Director as prescribed by thiamaal and to assist the umpire-in-chief in
verifying acceptable playing equipment, includihg bats.

. FOOTBALL GAMES

0] A minimum of four Approved or Certified Gamdf@ials for state level
competition.

(i) A minimum of three Approved or Certified ftfials for district level competition.

(i)  Tournament or playoff director as prescudasy this manual, and to conduct official
weigh-ins, approve game preparations and field itmmd, and to supervise the game
itself.

. VOLLEYBALL MATCHES

) A minimum of two (2) officials per court shdde employed for state GRPA
competition.
(i) They must be USVBA certified or working tand certification.

TRACK AND FIELD MEET

0] The State Athletic Committee shall serve as@ames Committee (Jury of Appeals),
and the Chair or his assigned representative seale as Referee for the State Meet.

(i) A minimum number of competent adults toveeas Starter, Clerk of the Course,
Head Finish Judge Timer, Finish Judge Timers (lageectors), Head Field Judges
(for each field event competition), and Scorera@zroved by State Athletic
Committee.

(i)  Other Officials to serve as assistant &esi finish judges, marshals, field judges,
event recorders, scorers, meet announcers, anotlaeypersonnel deemed
necessary. These are recommended, although notegq

(iv)  Meet Director as prescribed by this manual.

. SWIMMING AND DIVING MEET

0] Four Registered Officials to serve as thetstastroke and turn judges, and field
judges. These four officials are to be approvethieyState Athletic Committee and
shall have no connection with any agency team septed at the State Meet (US
Swim and National Federation Swim Officials accejpte
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(i) The Host Agency shall be responsible fan\pding all officials necessary for the
proper management of the State Meet, includinghdiyjudges, timers, scorers, clerk
of course, awards personnel, announcer, and célseteemed necessary.

h. STATE TENNIS MEET

0] The Host Agency shall provide a minimum numbeCompetent Adults in
accordance with this manual. Players may call thm lines and scores, unless
either competitor requests a judge. In this cdme Tournament Director shall assign
a competent adult who may also be a competitonatreer age division to judge the
match. Such a judge shall not be a representative éither of the agencies
represented.

(i) Tournament Director as prescribed by thesnmal.

i. SOCCER
(1) A minimum of two (2) certified officials shalle employed for State GRPA
competition. The State Athletic Committee mustrapp these officials prior to the
State Tournament. If two officials are used thethboust be at least 18 years old. If
three officials are used the center official mustbleast 18 years old but the other
two may be younger (but older than the age groap #re officiating).

j. GOLF
0] The host shall provide a minimum number of petent adults to serve as
Tournament Director and scorer.

k. GYMNASTICS

(1) The host shall provide a minimum number efnpetent adults to serve as
Tournament Director and judges.
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RULE Il —= ATHLETIC CLASSIFICATION

ARTICLE | - PURPOSE
In order to expand recreation athletic competitiothin the Georgia Recreation & Park Association,
Inc., and to encourage new and smaller agencigeartipate, the GRPA agency membership
approved, in 1972, a system by which recreatiomeigs that participate in the GRPA athletic
programs are classified for youth team events.

ARTICLE Il = LIMITATIONS

Classification is limited to all youth team everfitea, Mite, Midget, Junior, and Senior divisions i
all sports shall be classifiexkcept as mentioned in each sport section.

Individual and dual events such as track and Beld swimming shall have two classifications. “A”
will consist of all class “A” agencies and “B/C”ahconsist of all others. There will be no
classification for soccer, tennis, golf, or dividgdult team sports shall not be subject to
classification.

ARTICLE Ill - METHOD OF CLASSIFICATION
SECTION A — NUMBER OF CLASSIFICIATIONS
There shall be three (3) classifications designage@lass “A”, “B”, and “C”. Some sports may
combine classes to provide opportunities for pl&pme sports (soccer, basketball, etc.) may have
more or less classes. Check sport sections fdrdumformation.
SECTION B — DETERMINATION OF CLASSIFICATION
The classification of any agency shall be deterchimgthe figures at youth populations of the latest
United States Bureau of the Census tabulation halll Ise reviewed, usually every five years, upon
availability of updated figures.
SECTION C — STANDARDS FOR CLASSIFICATION
Classification shall be based on the following:

1. Class A — Agencies in counties of 15,000 yqagpulation or more (17 and under).

2. Class B — Agencies in counties of less tha@Q®youth and more than 5,000
(17 and under).

3. Class C — Agencies in counties of 5,000 or lesshypopulation (17 and under).

4. All state, federal, private, military, or otlretated organizations participating are subject to
youth population criteria to meet classificationdglines for 17 and under.
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ARTICLE IV — APPEALS
SECTION A — CLASSIFICATION APPEAL

1. All agencies will remain in their class for twears per standards (listed in manual) unless
appeal is made to the State Athletic Committee.e@ps allowed every two years in October in
even years.

2. Appeals may be made according to the followirlgs:

a. All classification appeals must go to the SHaedship Committee by due date with District
recommendation. State Hardship Committee will @méso Athletic Committee where a 2/3
vote for approval is required.

b. If an agency wants to drop one class, they ineistpproved by a majority vote of the district
and state athletic committee.

c. Any agency wanting to move up a classificatitust be approved by majority vote of the
district and the State Athletic Committee.

d. Decisions made in October may be appealeceatttie conference. These appeals must be
passed by a 2/3 vote of the State Athletic Committe

e. Agencies who wish to change classificatiorsfoecific individual sports (swimming and
track and field) may appeal in writing to the Stathletic Committee Chairman by
September 1. The decision will be made at the ligectmeeting, and if denied, can be
appealed at the annual conference.

f. Appeals are for a two (2) year period and ghigd, cannot be resubmitted for two-years.
The appeals will be handled in years ending in ewenbers. The only appeals allowed
during years ending in odd number are for new agsnc

g. Counties with more than one functioning depantnmeay be placed in a lower classification
only through the appeal process.

h. Any agency that does not operate and maintain ylouth teams/leagues cannot appeal to a
lower classification.
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GRPA STATE AGENCY CLASSIFICATION

First District

Class A

Class B

Class C

Augusta/Richmond County

Burke County

Cochran-BlegkTounty

Columbia County

Effingham County

Eastman-Dodger@@pu

Dublin-Laurens County

Evans County

Lyons (Toombs County)

Glennville (Tattnall

County)
Rincon (Effingham Hawkinsville-Pulaski
County) County
Statesboro-Bulloch Jefferson County
County
Swainsboro-Emmanuel | Johnson County
County
Thomson-McDuffie Lincoln County
County

Vidalia (Toombs County)

Metter-Candler County

Toombs County

Jenkins County

Twin City — (Emanuel
County)

Reidsville (Tattnall
County)

No agency — Warren County

Soperton (Treutlen Ggu

Screven County

Wheeler County

Second District

Class A Class B Class C
Chatham County Glynn County Alma-Bacon County
Savannah (Chatham County) Camden County ApplinghGou

Douglas-Coffee County

Pierce County

Fort Stewart (Liberty Co.)

Bloomingdale (Chatham

Wayne County

North Bryan County

South Bryan County

Liberty County

Brantley County

Ware County

Charlton County

Garden City (Chatham
County)

Jeff Davis County

Long County

Mclintosh County

Pearson (Atkinson County

Pooler (Chatham County)

Port Wentworth -Chatham C

No Agency -

Telfair County

Patterson (Pierce County)
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Third District

Class A

Class B

Class C

Albany (Dougherty County)

Sumter County

Adel-Coobu@ty

Columbus (Muscogee County)

Bainbridge (Decatur County)

Turner County

Valdosta (Lowndes County)

Crisp County

Berrien Ggun

Valdosta-Lowndes YMCA

Grady County

Blakely-Early @y

Lee County

Brooks County

Mitchell County

Cusseta-Chattahoochee Co.

Moultrie-Colquitt County

Terrell County

Sylvester-Worth County

Dooly County

Thomasville YMCA

Fitzgerald-Ben Hill County

Tift County

Lanier County

Bainbridge-Decatur YMCA

Macon County

Irwin County

Ellaville-Schley County

Miller County

Wilcox County

No Agencies — Clay, Baker, Echols, Stewart, Talldéebster,

and Taylor Co.

Buena Vista (Marion County)

Marion County

Fourth District

Class A

Class B

Class C

Clayton County

Carroll County

College Park (Fulton County

Carrollton (Carroll\(@xay)

Bowdon (Carroll County)

Coweta County

Harris County

Heard County

East Point (Fulton County)

Hapeville (Fulton Coynty

Manchester (Meriwether County

Fayette County

Thomaston-Upson County

Mt. Zionr{@bhCounty)

Forest Park (Clayton County

Villa Rica (Carroll @xy)

Pike County

Peachtree City (Fayette County

Holy Ground Baptist Church
(Carroll County)

Temple (Carroll County)

Spalding County

Union City

Meriwether County

Summit YMCA (Coweta
County)

Troup County

Carrollton (Carroll County) —

Swimming Only

No Agencies -
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Fifth District

Class A

Class B

Class C

Acworth (Cobb County)

Calhoun (Gordon County)

Branfdaralson Co.)

Bartow County

Catoosa County

Fannin County

Cartersville (Bartow Co.)

Cedartown (Polk County)

Cherokee County

Murray County

Haralson County

Hiram (Paulding Co.)

Woodstock (Cherokee Co.)

Gordon County

Pickens County

Cobb County

Lafayette (Walker County)

Trion

Dalton (Whitfield County)

Rockmart (Polk County)

[legpoosa (Haralson
County)

Douglasville (Douglas Co.)

Summerville (Chattooga Co.)

Douglas County

Gilmer County

Kennesaw (Cobb County)

Coosawattee River Resort
(Gilmer Co.)

Marietta (Cobb County)

Paulding County

Rome-Floyd County

Smyrna (Cobb County)

Whitfield County

Euharlee (Bartow County)

No Agencies- Dade Count

Sixth District

y

Class A

Class B

Class C

Covington (Newton County)

Baldwin County

Greene Qtyu

Decatur (Dekalb County)

Peach County

Hancock County

Dekalb County

Jones County

Butts County

Doraville (Dekalb County)

Walton County

Jasper Ciyun

Henry County

Washington County

Morgan County

Bibb County

Perry (Houston County)

Putnam County

Monroe County

Warner Robins — Track
Only

Warner Robins (Houston
County)

Rockdale County

Dunwoody (Dekalb County)

Robins AFB Youth Center

Georgia State Parks and Histotic

Sites

Brookhaven (Dekalb County)

NO Agencies — Crawford, Taliaferro & Twiggs County

—~
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Seventh District

Class A Class B Class C
Atlanta Athletic Club (Fulton | Auburn (Barrow & Gwinnett | Banks County
County) Counties)
Alpharetta (Fulton County) Barrow County Commerce
Athens-Clarke County Elbert County City of Jeffarso
Sugar Hill (Gwinnett County) | Dawson County LumpkKiounty
Atlanta (Fulton County) Franklin County Oglethor@eunty
Cumming (Forsyth County) Habersham County Rabum@ou

Duluth (Gwinnett County)

Hart County

Towns County

Forsyth County

Jackson County

Union County

Fulton County

Madison County

White County YMCA

Gainesville (Hall County)

Oconee County

Gwinnett County

Stephens County

Hall County

Newtown Recreation (Fulton
County)

YMCA of GA Piedmont/Brad
Akins Branch (Winder/Barrow
Co.)

Johns Creek (Fulton Co.)
Milton (Fulton Co.)

YMCA of GA Piedmont/Bell
Family Branch (Hart Co.)

Norcross (Fulton Co.)
Sandy Springs (Fulton Co.)

Pleasant Grove Baptist Churg
(Elbert County)

Roswell (Fulton County)

Snellville (Gwinnett County)

South Gwinnett Athletic Assn
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CENSUS SHEET (Based on 2010 Census data)

COUNTY 17&U COUNTY 17& U COUNTY 17& U COUNTY 178
Appling 4687 Dodge 5078 Liberty 19163  Taylor 2182
Atkinson 2429 Dooly 3163 Lincoln 1647 Telfair 3317
Bacon 2829 Dougherty| 24303 Long 4426 Terrell 2301
Baker 801 Douglas 37470, Lowndes 26981  Thomas 11135
Baldwin 9721 Early 2906 Lumpkin 6233 Tift 1035(
Banks 4636 Echols 1182 McDuffie 5688 Toombs 7662
Barrow 19561 | Effingham 14891| MclIntosh 3082 Towns 446
Bartow 26842 | Elbert 4699 Macon 3258 Treutlen 1714
Ben Hill 4673 Emanuel 5740 Madison 6861 Troup 17834
Berrien 4937 Evans 2838 Marion 2098 Turner 2206
Bibb 40131 | Fannin 4523 Meriwether 5212 Twiggs 185pP
Bleckley 2952 Fayette 28135  Miller 1433 Union 3801
Brantley 4897 Floyd 23405| Mitchell 5828 Upson 6408
Brooks 3850 Forsyth 53355/ Monroe 5944 Walker 16226
Bryan 8858 Franklin 4947 Montgomery 2080 Walton 26
Bulloch 14394 | Fulton 220019 Morgan 4431 Ware 8570
Burke 6575 Gilmer 6224 Murray 10660 Warren 1371
Butts 5322 Glascock 814 Muscogee 48611  Washington 0435
Calhoun 1319 Glynn 19269| Newton 28888  Wayne 7485
Camden 13639 | Gordon 1490( Oconee 9317 Webster 711
Candler 2815 Grady 6428 Oglethorpe 3561 Wheeler 3140
Carroll 28074 | Greene 3284 Paulding 43124  White 6189
Catoosa 15922 | Gwinnett 234348 Peach 6314 Whitfield 29241
Charlton 2641 Habershatr] 10287  Pickens 6631 Wilcox 7861
Chatham 59919 | Hall 50132 Pierce 4896 Wilkes 2352
Chattahoochee 3053 Hancock 1716 Pike 4842 Wilkinson 2324
Chattooga 5853 Haralson 7224 Polk 11032  Worth 5333
Cherokee 58945 Harris 7622 Pulaski 258
Clarke 20425 | Hart 5622 Putnam 4604
Clay 716 Heard 3053 Quitman 515
Clayton 74974 | Henry 59749| Rabun 3434
Clinch 1842 Houston 37493| Randolph 1729
Cobb 176148 | Irwin 2318 Richmond 4933%

Coffee 11097 | Jackson 16029 Rockdale 22923
Colquitt 12603 | Jasper 3475 Schley 15038
Columbia 33866 | Jeff Davis 4159 Screven 369p
Cook 4682 Jefferson 4266 Seminole 2008
Coweta 34885 | Jenkins 2235 Spalding 16210
Crawford 2867 Johnson 2086 Stephens 5942
Crisp 6118 Jones 7483 Stewart 951
Dade 3593 Lamar 3865 Sumter 8303
Dawson 5091 Lanier 2771 Talbot 1462
Decatur 7072 Laurens 12496 Taliaferro 323
DeKalb 165362 | Lee 7923 Tattnall 5410
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RULE IV - YOUTH AND ADULT BASKETBALL
ARTICLE | — ELIGIBILITY
SECTION A — AGE DIVISIONS

1. There are six (6) age divisions for boys antsgind seven (7) divisions for adults. The
divisions are: (Cutoff Date as “age prior to Jagug

a. Flea Division for boys and girls agemnd 8 (must be 7 by age control date)
b. Mite Division for boys and girls ages 10 andl@n

c. Mite Major ages 10 and under (Class A/B/C carabli- 10’ goal)
d. Midget Division for boys and girls ages 12 amdier

e. Junior Division for boys and girls ages 14 ander

f. Senior Division for boys and girls ages 17 ander

g. Men’s Division for men ages 18 and over

h. Women'’s Division for women ages 18 and over

I. Men’s Church Division for men ages 18 and over

J.  Men’s Industrial Division for men ages 18 ancp

k. Women’s Church Division for women ages 18 anero

|.  Men’s Division for 35 and over ages

m. Men’s Division for 40 and over ages.

2. There shall be three (3) classifications in filazampetition: A, B, C Exception- Mite Major
will play a combined class district and state.

3. Youth coaches must be certified by one the Wahg programs: NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA,
SIMPLY THE BEST, or EXCELLENCE PLUS.

4. Any player or coach ejected from a game foporismanlike conduct will be suspended for one
game, in addition to the game from which ejectedin the case of an individual event within a
meet or match, for the duration of that event.

ARTICLE Il - REGULATIONS
SECTION A — GOVERNING RULES

1. Games in basketball at all levels of play are gogdrby the current rules and regulations
of the GHSA Constitution and By-laws and the Nagidfederation Edition of Basketball
Rule Book with the exceptions as may be found is tianual.
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2. Per the “Return to Play Act of 2013", effective dary 1, 2014, all agencies are required
to provide concussion education material to alltquarticipants and their parents. The
verification of compliance to this law is affirmég the signature of the agency director on
the GRPA roster.

SECTION B — LENGTH OF GAMES

1.

All youth and adult games shall consist of 8-uménquarters, except Flea and Mite which will be
6-minute quarters. Overtime for youth and adult gashall be 4 minutes and 3 minute overtime
for flea and mite.

SECTION C- SPECIAL PROVISIONS

1.

A team must have at least four players in afisibns to start a game. A team can continue with
four players except in the case of an ejection

Basketball Free Throw: In both boys and girlesafj0 & Under and 12 & Under, the lane
assignments are the same. In age groups 10 & Wamadkeap, the bottom block will be left open.
Flea division free throw line will be 12 feet argktbottom block will be filled.

Cannot start Youth Tournament before 5:00 PNherfirst day of the tournament.

During the school year youth cannot start a game after 10:00 PM on Monday through
Thursdays. All games will be scheduled and statater than 10:00 PM on Friday and Saturday
nights but may be played in emergency situatioais (igame delays, etc.)

Cannot start Adult Tournament before 7:00 PMMamday through Friday.

In Youth basketball if, in the fourth quarteteam gains a twenty (20) point advantage the clock
will run continuously for the balance of game exagyring time-outs. If the losing team gets
within ten (10) points during the last quarter, thack will be operated by regulation for the
remainder of the game.

No youth teams shall be required to play more thage (3) games in a day. A mandatory rest time is
required between games —it shall be 3 hours ingleselimination tournament - if teams vote totstar
early, the game cannot start in less than 2 houlh®ut special circumstances. ( i.e. weather, {rares,
approaching storms)

No more than 3 coaches or non-players are allowmadam bench.

In the Flea Division, back court pressure is nluve¢d after score or inbound play until the last
minute of 4" quarter and the last minute of each overtime peribhe press can only begin at
mid-court at all other times of the game.

ARTICLE Il - EQUIPMENT

SECTION A — APPROVED EQUIPMENT

1.
2.

Shoes shall be smooth and soft-soled for athleste.
The approved basketballs for all divisions aéodlows:

a. For the Youth, Flea, Mite, Midget, and all féendivisions, the basketball must be the
adopted GHSA ladies ball (285 or 28.5) size andjlateilt may be synthetic or leather. The
ball should be at least a 5-ply nylon-wound carcadsetter. The ball will be furnished by
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the Tournament Host and the same ball will be tisexighout the tournament. Teams are
responsible for their own warm-up balls.

b. For all divisions except Flea, Mite, Midget aMdmen, a regulation-sized basketball that
meets the current standards of the Georgia Higlo@dkssociation shall be used.

Mandatory uniforms shall be matching jersey$aictory type legal numbers only on front and
back described in the Georgia High School Assama®ule Book.Legal numbers consist of O,
00 (0 and 00 cannot be used on same team) 1-551P0125, 30-35, 40-45 and 50-3bis legal
for players to wear matching color or white t-shionly under game jerseys.
a. No other youth sports organization patchekbeilallowed on uniforms in GRPA
tournaments. Penalty — lllegal Equipment
b. Emblem/Logo/Picture Placement: GRPA waives tHS& and NFHSA penalties for
logos and clipart placement on basketball uniforRtstechnical foul will be administered.

SECTION B — PLAYING COURT REQUIREMENTS AND SPECIAL FLEA AND MITE

RULES

Court specifications and height of goals shallrbadcordance with the Georgia High School
Association standards found in the National Fedmrdasketball Rule Book, except Flea and Mite
Divisions which is as follows:

1.

2.

Height of goals — 8 %2 feet (Exception - Mite btaf\/B/C will play on 10’ goals)
Length of quarters — 6 minutes

Free throw line — 15 feet — Mite
12 feet — Flea

Size of lane — 12 feet wide
In the Flea Division, back court pressure isallaiwed after score or inbound play until the last

minute of 4 quarter and the last minute of each overtime peribhe press can only begin at
mid-court. Also in the Flea division, fast breasl back court defense are allowed on missed

shots or steals.

6.

7.

Size of ball leather or synthetic — 28.5 in286
3 pt. Shot — same as other youth divisionstule

ARTICLE IV — GAMES AND AWARDS

SECTION A — DISTRICT

1.

District level competition in basketball is te bompleted as follows:

a. All youth divisions ( Flea, Mite, Midget, Juniand Senior) by the Saturday before the State
tournament. All adult divisions by the Saturdaydreftheir State Tournament.
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ARTICLE V — OFFICIALS AND PARTICIPANTS

SECTION A — GAME OFFICIALS

1. A minimum of two officials who are members db&lSA-approved association and GHSA must
be used in all district tournaments. Host may ukBtenal officials as approved by the national
governing body.

2. A minimum of two (2) Approved Game Officials @]ified game officials in their third year or
more of membership with a certified officials agation acceptable by the GHSA standards and
designated by GHSA as an approved Official for b#sil) shall be employed for GRPA
competition.

3. No official who has played during the seasothanhost’s local league may officiate in the
District or State tournament.

ARTICLE VI — PROTESTS AND APPEALS
NOTE: See Rule Il, Article | or Rule lll, Article IV

(See Rule I, Article IV, Section C-12 for protest ammittee organization and responsibility —
Page 56)

GRPA YOUTH BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
1. Youth Basketball State tournaments will be @ game pool seeded into a single elimination
bracket. The entry fee will be $200.00

GRPA YOUTH BASKETBALL STATE TOURNAMENT BRACKET EXAM PLES

Sport: Youth Basketball

Division:
G RPA District Host:
GEORGIA REGREATION AND PARK ASSOGIATION

Date:

4 Teams State Host:
Pool Play Single Elimination
Winner 1
Game 1 (1
Loser 2
(3
Winner 2
Game 2 (2

Loser 1
ctive Lifestyles
itk
Communities
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Sport: Youth Basketball

Division:
'GEORGIA RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION Distri Ct Host:
Date:
5 Teams State Host:
Pool Play Single Elimination
Winner3
Game 3 (2
Loser 1
Game 1 (1
Loser 2
Winner 2
Game 2 (3
Loser 3

Sport: Youth Basketball

Division:

GEORGIA RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION

District Host:

Date:
6 Teams State Host:
Pool Play Single Elimination
Winner 1
Game 1 (3]
Loser
(1
Loser
Game 2 (5]
Winner 3
(2
Loser (4]
Game 3
Winner 2

Winner #1, #2 and #3 decided by coin toss between 3 winners. Odd man will
be # 3 winner. Losers will be drawn so a team does not play the same team
they played in pool play.

Communities
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Sport: Youth Basketball

D A Division:

A -
ssocumon District Host:
Date:
7 Teams
State Host:
Pool Play Single Elimination
Winner 4
Game 4 (4
Loser 2
Game 1 (1
Loser 3
(6
Winner 2
Game 2 (2
Loser 1
(5
Winner 3
Game 3 (3
Communities
Loser 4
Sport: Youth Basketball
Division:
GEORGIA RECREATION AD PARK ASSOCIATION District Host:
Date:
8 Teams
State Host:
Pool Play Single Elimination
Winner 1
Game 1 (1
Loser 3
(5
Winner 2
Game 2 (2
Loser 4
(7
Winner 3
Game 3 3
Loser1
(6
Winner 4
Game 4 (4 A
itall
Communities
Loser 2
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RULE V — TRACK AND FIELD

ARTICLE | - ELIGIBILITY

SECTION A — AGE DIVISIONS

1. There are four age divisions for both boys and {(Cutoff Date as “age as of December 31 of
current year)

a.

b.

C.

d.

Flea for 7 and 8 only (Must be 7 by the agdrobdate)
Mite for 10 and under
Midget for 12 and under

Junior for 14 and under

2. Allow within district lines for individuals toampete in the nearest or adjoining departments
with the following restrictions:

a.

b.

Home county or agency has no track and fieddnam.

No recruiting by the adjoining agency.

Cannot cross district lines

Host agency endorsed participant

Cannot pass over a program to participate ath&n agency.

Must participate in the sport program in thesHagency program.

If a participant lives in an “A” class countiiey cannot compete in “B/C” county. They
must compete in the nearest “A” county. “B/C” mayrgpete up in “A”.

Host agency must notify the District Athletiba@r with list and home county of each
crossover participant. The district must forwarfbito the State Host and Athletic Chair.

Participants must be approved by District Aticl€hair and any and all protest of crossovers
must be done prior to district competition. Onperaved, they are legal throughout District
and State.

To allow a participant to compete foetsame team in GRPA that they do year round, as
long as it is a GRPA agency team. The participaumgt have an AAU membership card at
participant check-in. A 90 day turnover period \eble required for AAU membership and
meet AAU guidelines.
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Youth coaches must be certified by one the yahg programs: NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA, USA

TRACK, or SIMPLY THE BEST.

4. Any player or coach ejected from a game foporismanlike conduct will be suspended for one

game, in addition to the game from which ejectedin the case of an individual event within a
meet or match, for the duration of that event.

SECTION B — ENTRIES

1.

In the State Meet an agency may not submit riinae three (3) entries per event in each age
division, but only one 4 X 100 relay and one 4 X)46lay. (APPROVED RULING: A district,
by majority vote and consent of at least one obittte Athletic Committee Members, may
decrease or increase the number of entries indikvel competition.)

A district not conducting a district track aneld meet may allow one agency to represent its
district at the State Meet with no more than twtries.

Individual competitors may not be entered in enivan three (3) individual events, two (2) field
and one (1) running or vice versa, plus the 2 elayhat age division.

Three entries per district to the State Mdetall events, a maximum of three (3) entries Wwél
accepted in any classificatioiny ties at the district or agency competition mat be decided
before entries are sent to the state hostour (4) or more entries will not be accepted kg th
state host.

In relays, two alternate runners can be listedthag are the only ones who can substitute in
case of injury or sickness.

ARTICLE Il - REGULATIONS

SECTION A — GOVERNING RULES

1.

2.

GRPA will not utilize starting blocks.

The National Federation (National Alliance Ealifj Track and Field Rules is the official guide
for GRPA meets, with exceptions as may be statédisrmanual.

All participating agencies are required to attend oe of the three statewide track meetings
to cover the rules and regulations for the state tick meet. Agencies that do not attend
must pay a fine of $200 to the GRPA office.

Per the “Return to Play Act of 2013, effective dary 1, 2014, all agencies are required to
provide concussion education material to all yqualticipants and their parents. The
verification of compliance to this law is affirmég the signature of the agency director on the
GRPA roster.
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1. Eventsin each age division are:

Event Age Group

50 Meter 7-10 Only Preliminaries & Finals
100 Meter All Preliminaries & Finals
200 Meter All Preliminaries & Finals
400 Meter All Preliminaries & Finals

(7 & 8 will be a final)

800 Meter (staggered start) Al Finals Only
1600 Meter(waterfall start) 10-12-14 Finals Only
4 X 100 All Finals Only

4 X 400 All Finals Only
Standing Long Jump All Finals Only
Softball Throw All Finals Only
Shot Put 10-12-14 Finals Only
Running Long Jump All Finals Only
High Jump 10-12-14 Finals Only

2. The order of events at the State Track Mees ilkows:

a. Friday — 5:30 PM Host Welcome and Parade ofetdb

b. Friday — 6:00 PM - All qualifying heats in alinning events, except all 1600 meter run and
one relay (4 X 100 or 4 X 400) will be finals.
Friday - 6:00 PM — Finals for the standing longp and the shot put. The youngest age
groups shall go first so as to be available fiostthe running preliminaries. It shall be
determined that if any of the participants in thetgut or standing long jump are
participants in the 1600, thus allowing them to pete in the field events after they run.
1600 Meter Finals - 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM
NOTE: All order of events will be designated by iState Athletic Committee and Host

c. Saturday — 8:30 AM Host Welcome

d. Saturday — All other field event finals 9:00 AM

e. Running events finals will start immediatellldwing the field events finals.

f. Awards are to be presented immediately follayach event final.

SECTION C — SPECIAL PROVISIONS

1. Relay teams in district level competition whalify for the State Meet should run in the State
Meet except in case of injury.

a. Relay teams will be assigned lanes by randdectsen prior to the start of the meet.
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b. Relay members must be on roster and in samgrage.

c. Names of relay entries must be submitted tcthie host prior to the state entry deadline
with the understanding they can be changed pritngw competition due to their illness or
injury.

d. Two alternate runners can be listecetarh relay and they are the only ones that can
substitute in case of injury or sickness.

. If there is a tie by two or more competitorsytingll then draw lots for medal or other awards
and privileges (unless other provisions have beaden)

In the event of a tie at any height or distandhe finals of a field event, places shall be aled
as follows:

a. For places in jumping for height (high jump):

(1) The competitor with the lowest number oéltsifor the height at which the tie occurs
shall be awarded at the highest place.

(i) If the tie still remains, the competitortvithe lowest total number of misses
throughout the competition (up to and including hlegght last cleared, shall be
awarded the higher place.

(i) If after the above a tie still remains, thbempetitor with the lowest total number of
trials (whether successful or not) throughout thenpetition up to and including the
highest height cleared, shall be awarded the higlaee.

(iv)  If the tie remains after applying all ofetfabove and:

(A) If it concerns first place, the competittygrg shall have one more attempt for
the height at which they failed, and if no decisi®neached, the bar shall be
lowered or raised by intervals of one inch in tighHump, and each
competitor shall try once at each height untilwthiener is determined.

(B) If it concerns any place other than fitke competitors shall be awarded the
same place in the competition and medals, ribb@mards or privileges
determined by lot as in ties for track events.

(v) No misses shall be charged to a competitoafpass height.

(vi) In all field events, each competitor witlke alternative trials in successive order by
entry list (i.e., no competitor will be allowedtike three successive trials.)

(vii)  Arun by or run up is not a try if done Wit the time frame.

(A) For places determined by distance (stantbng jump, running long jump,
softball throw and shot put):
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(1) If the distance resulting from the besf@enance of competitors is identical,
the higher place is awarded to the competitor wisesend best performance
is better than the second best performance of Hrey competitor tied for that
particular place.

Each competitor shall be allowed three trialhimfinals of all field events (two at each height

the high jump). All state level field events anedis. All field events shall be run in a manner as
not to allow an individual to use all their trigssuccession unless they were at another event and
all others have completed their tries. If they ntogin succession they will be allowed up to two
(2) minutes rest between tries.

Starting Heights for high jump are as follows:

Boys Girls

10&U 30 10& U 30"
12&U 40 12&U 3'6”
14&U 46" 14&U 4°0”

In the high jump, the bar shall be raised inriEZrements until only 4 jumpers are left, then
raised by 1” increments until a winner. The jungpeiust attempt to jump within 30 seconds
after their name is called or a try will be charged

In all track events, two false starts shall ¢ciuie disqualification of the runner guilty of the
infraction.

Shot Put Rules

a. The shot shall be put from the shoulder with lngwed only and the competitor shall not
allow the shot to pass behind or below the shouddeing the attempt. No harness or
mechanical device attached to the hand or arm bealked. Taping the wrist, palm or back
of the hand is permissible. It is also permissibleape only two fingers, provided they are
adjoining and taped tightly together. Howeveryéhehall be no connecting tape device nor
covering between the fingers and palm or back @htéind, or between the fingers and the
wrist.

b. The put must be made from the circle. It isul fbthe competitor, after stepping into the
circle, fails to pause before starting his puttoarches the circle, (not including the inner face
of the stop board or the band if one is used) egttound outside the circle, or the top of the
stop board with any portion of his or her body pparel before the put is marked. Itis also a
foul if the shot falls outside of the sector, othé competitor, after having completed his or
her put, does not leave the back half of the circle

c. A foul put is not measured but is counted agah Measurement is from the nearest edge of
the first mark made by the shot to the point onitisede of the stop board nearest such a
mark.

d. All participants will throw the same shot put.

. Standing Long Jump

a. A competitor may (1) rock forward and backwigtchg heels and toes alternatively from the
surface but may not lift either foot completelyrfrahe ground nor slide it along in any
direction of the ground; (2) both feet must be pak#o each other and equal distance from
the scratch line before jumping; (3) both feet nleatve the ground at the same time.
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b. The jumper shall take off from behind the sdndine. If the jumper’'s shoe extends over the
scratch line or makes a mark in front of it, thenpushall not be measured, but shall count as
a trial.

c. Each jumper is entitled to three jumps. Eachg shall be recorded. The contestant with the
longest jump will be considered the winner.

d. The standing long jump will be done in san@cltlegal jump shall be measured from the
scratch line or its extension to the point touchgdhe person or apparel of the jumper which
is nearest the scratch line.

8. Softball Throw

a. Ball throwing competition may be conducted vattubber, leather, or synthetic cover
softball, minimum circumference 11-7/8" and maximamtumference 12-1/8”, minimum
weight 6 0z. and maximum 6-3/4 oz. All participawii use the same type of ball as
furnished by the host.

b. The throw may be from either a stand or withraup.

c. Stepping over or on the line constitutes a.fadicontestant is permitted one run-up without
releasing the ball. Failure to release the bath @econd run-up shall constitute a trial.

d. Each thrower will be allowed three trials. Taegest throw will be considered the winner.
9. Places will be determined by second or third@ldrows or jumps if the first ones is a tie.
ARTICLE Ill - EQUIPMENT

SECTION A — APPROVED EQUIPMENT

1. Shoes are mandatory for all track and field eze®hoes must comply with USA Track and
Field rules as stated in Section 6 A-1a. If disred in the bullpen with illegal shoes, a warning
will be given. Shoes identified as illegal at thresh line will cause disqualification of the
participant from that event.

2. Equipment to be provided by the Host AgencyG&PA Track and Field Meets shall include
the following:

a. Scorer’s table located in an area favorabtbéaneet officials and conducive to accurate and
timely recordings and results and posting events.recommended that a loud public
address system be available.

b. A 6-Ib. shot put.

c. Rakes, measuring instruments, and if necessargdified take-off board designed or
marked according to regulation, but closer to theging pit for younger age divisions in the
broad jump event.
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d. In the softball throw — six softballs are regdi The specifications are: minimum
circumference 11-7/8” within a minimum of 12-1/8ijnimum weight of 6 oz. with a
maximum of 6-3/4 oz. A visible tape with the featdlanches marked on it must be stretched
on the ground to measure the distances of all cotope

e. Standards and, if necessary, modified standksigned or constructed according to
regulations to allow jumpers in younger age divisito jump at lesser heights than the usual
minimum of four feet found on most regulation startt$, crossbars and landing pits filled
with soft material other than sand or sawdust andified as necessary to allow younger age
divisions to reach at least the height of the laggiit in the high jump.

f. Track event equipment: starting pistols witB ghd .32 caliber black powder cartridges, one
or more whistles for the chief finish judge andtgtiaor clerk of the course, stopwatches
(minimum six to eighteen with extras in case offonattion), legal batons for relays and any
other necessary equipment. Optional equipmentavimglude finish yarn, Polaroid camera,
and judges’ stand and lane indicators. (1) .22ealpistols will be used for starts that start
and end at the same spot and .32 caliber for ladiret

SECTION B — UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS

1. Agency team members, including all boys anaggghould wear like jerseys. Agency boys’
team must be dressed alike and the girls mustdssed alike from the waist up. No other youth
sports organization patches will be allowed onamifs in GRPA tournaments. Penalty — lllegal
Equipment

2. Itis mandatory that team members be in unifatmie actually competing in events.
(APPROVED RULING: It is conceivable that an agemgth limited supply of same color
jersey could continuously exchange these jersags tarthe start of an event, but such a practice
shall not be allowed during the conduct of an exanbng competitors still actively jumping,
throwing, or running.)

3. No jewelry is allowed. (A watch is not considgjewelry and may be worn) Hair beads and/or
pony tail ties with decorative balls shall be cdesed jewelry.

SECTION C — AREA REQUIREMENTS

1. Effective 2004, the track shall be eight larfesee below) but the length of the track is often
influenced by the available space, but a 1/4-miléG® meter track is standard. It has two
straight sides and two curved ends. The lengthettraight sides is approximately the same
length as the curved ends. Field events are uscafigiucted inside the oval track and non-
competing participants, coaches, attendants, agctaprs are provided an assembly area
outside the track.

NOTE: The putting circle for the shot put everdlthave an inside diameter of seven feet. The
circumference shall be marked with a metal, woogdlastic band which shall not rise more than
¥, above the level of the circle or if the circlasha surface of concrete, asphalt, wood or other
hard material, a painted line two inches wide maglbstituted for the band. A concrete surface
with a 1/64” roughness is recommended. A stop behadl be firmly fixed at the front inner

edge of the circle 4” height and 4 ¥2” width andetigth which should be the boundary lines
extended.
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ARTICLE IV — MEETS AND AWARDS

SECTION A - STATE

1.

All entries to the State Meet must be done leyDIstrict Host.

NOTE: Participants in relays can be changed betweeliminary and finals if an injury occurs
in the relays only.

In each preliminary (qualifying heats) runninget in each age division, except the 800-meter
and the 1600 meter runs, there will be two or thregts in the State meet. Lane assignments
will be determined by the host, with equal firstlaaecond place entries in each heat if possible.
The State Host Agency and State Athletic Commi@kair shall make heat assignments as
deemed necessary.

The 200 meter dash will be run on a curve, B@n8will use a staggered start, and the 1600m
will use a waterfall start.

Each District's Meet Director (designated Toumeat Director) is responsible for submitting
state entries prior to the State Meet to be irhtdnads of the State Host by 5:00 PM Tuesday.
Entries shall consist of the following information:

a. District
b. Age Division, Sex, Event, and
c. Place in District, First and Last Name, Agendyme-Distance-Height.

Awards- Medals will be awarded fot through &' places. “A”, “B/C” Meet: Awards will be
given to the top eight finishers in each event ftbmnfinals. Awards given are per state awards
contract and cannot be substituted or changednéirgencies arise then the state athletic
committee chair in consultation with the GRPA ExeaiDirector will determine what course
of action to take. . Medals to be given for eadctplshall have red, white, and blue neck ribbon
Awards shall be labeled by place and must havetatsiname, place, time and date (Meet
software can produce labels).

EXAMPLE:
Second District: 10 year old girls, 50 meter dash
1% — Bridgette Gaughan, Baxley, 7.5 seconds.
2" Wendy Mikell, Alma-Bacon Co., 7.6 seconds.
3" Karoline Horton, Camden Co., 7.7 seconds.
4™ Cici Jacob, Douglas, 7.8 seconds.
5" Kaycee Walker, Hazlehurst — Jeff Davis Co., 7.9ads.
6" Denise Martin, Liberty Co., 8.0 seconds.
7" Molly Dozier, Wayne Co., 8.1 seconds.
8" Sumner Card, Dalton, 8.2 seconds.
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ARTICLE V — OFFICIALS

SECTION A - HOST

The Host shall provide a minimum number of compeeteiults in accordance with Rule Il, Article
IV to serve as Meet Director, starter, clerk of toeirse, head finish judge-timer and finish judge-
timers (lane inspectors), head field judges (fahefgeld event competition), and scorers other
assistant officials are not required, but are rec@mded as specified in Rule Il, Article.IVThe
Host shall be responsible for providing areas andpnent, releasing publicity, and organizing
competition for the meet.

SECTION B — OFFICIALS

The State Athletic Committee shall serve as the €&a@ommittee (Jury of Appeals), and the Chair
or his assigned representative shall serve as &efer the State Meet. Each District Commissioner
is encouraged to provide a similar authority fatdct meets.

SECTION C — COMPETITIONS AND ATTENDANTS

1. Attendants, coaches, spectators, parents aomperet designated as meet officials shall not

accompany a competitor to the starting line orrya race. Any competitor will be disqualified

if, in the opinion of the judges or meet officiahg or she has in any way been aided by a coach,
teammate or anyone connected directly or indirasitis the team concerned. Such aid would
include running alongside a teammate, being stati@t various points near the track, or located
near any field events for the purpose of aidingaaching the competitor after the race or field
event has started. The degree of enforcementishalhnounced by the Meet Director prior to
the Meet.

ARTICLE VI — PROTESTS AND APPEALS
Protests and appeals are authorized only undestifhdations found in this manual.

(See Rule 1, Article IV, Section C-12 for protest ammittee organization and responsibility —
Page 56)

ARTICLE VII — DEFAULTS

Any default that is not reported to the State Hadeast three days prior to the State Meet wallle

in that agency being fined $10.00 per person,sh&l be per meet not per event. No alternatives or
changes are allowed at the Meet. [Relay team s@asbne (1) default. Youth are fined but not
suspended.] Note: No alternative or changes anevadl at the State Meet.

NOTE: The top eight (8) over all times from thelpngnary heats will advance to the finals.

NOTE: Subject to change by Host to adjust heats
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RULE VI - YOUTH AND ADULT TENNIS

ARTICLE | — ELIGIBILITY
SECTION A — AGE DIVISIONS

1. There are six age divisions for youth and tlage divisions for adults divided by NTRP. Adult
age prior to December 31 and Youth age prior tdeseper 1.
a. Youth
7 and 8 Year Olds (must be 7 by age control date)
10 and Under
12 and Under
14 and Under
16 and Under
18 and Under

b. Adult
18 and Over — 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, 4.5
40 and Over — 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, 4.5
55 and Over — 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, 4.5

All Adult Divisions will consist of Men’s Doubled)omen’s Doubles, and Mixed Doubles.
Players can compete in 2 events.
18 & Over Divisions are open to men and women wdnehreached age 18 prior to, or

during, the calendar year in which the player plaigéher first league match. . Each draw
consists of 4 doubles levels. Levels currentlyilabée are 3.0 — 4.5 men and women.

40 & Over Divisions are open to men and women d@esnd over. Each draw consists of 4
doubles levels. Levels currently available are-345 men and women.

55 & Over Divisions are open to men and women &gesnd over. Each draw consists of 4
doubles levels. Levels currently available are-31( men and women.

The Adult program for GRPA Tennis will use tNATIONAL TENNIS RATING
PROGRAM (NTRP)

The National Tennis Rating ProgrdMTRP) is the official system for determining tieséls
of competition for GRPA and USTA leagues. The USYRRP Computer Rating System
assigns ratings based on play in the local leagdeatichampionship levels during the
current league year. GRPA and USTA uses this sysiatatermine player skill-level
eligibility for the various league types.

The USTA publishes Early Start Ratings in July epehr. These ratings are used for GRPA

Seasonal Tournament. Before December 1 of eachthead STA publishes the Year-End
Ratings.
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NTRP computer ratings are managed exclusively ByJBTA. GRPA does not set or
control NTRP ratings. For complete information aloNWiRP, visit the USTA’'s NTRP
webpage ahttp://www.usta.com/Play-Tennis/USTA-League/Infotioa/ratings/.

Players with no current computer rating must saiérPlayers with expired ratings will not
be allowed to self-rate at a lower level than tlhest valid NTRP rating. For information
about self-rating, see the USTA’s websusvw.usta.com/Play-Tennis/USTA-
League/Information/About NTRPAIso see th&requently Asked Questioriems regarding
NTRP ratings for additional information.

2. Allow within district lines for individuals toamnpete in the nearest or adjoining departments
with the following restrictions:

a.

b.

Home agency/county has no tennis program.

No recruiting by the adjoining agency.

Cannot cross district lines

Host agency endorsed participant

Cannot pass over a program to participate ath&n agency.

Must participate in the sport program in thesHagency program.

If a participant lives in an “A” class countiiey cannot compete in a “B/C” county. They
must compete in the nearest “A” county. “B/C” n@ympete up in “A”

Host agency must notify the District Athletiba@r with list and home county of each
crossover participant. The district must forwarfbito the State Host and Athletic Chair.

Participants must be approved by District Athl€ltair and any and all protest of crossovers
must be done prior to district competition. Onperaved they are legal throughout
District and State.

3. Youth coaches must be certified by one of thlewiong programs: NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA,
SIMPLY THE BEST.

4. Any player or coach ejected from a game foporismanlike conduct will be suspended for one
game, in addition to the game from which ejectedin the case of an individual event within a
meet or match, for the duration of that event.

SECTION B — ENTRIES AND FEES

1. Any agency may submit no more than four (4)iestper event in each age division.
(APPROVED RULING: A district by majority vote anaiesent of at least one of its State
Athletic Committee Members may increase or decrdasaumber of entries in district level
competition.)
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2. A district not conducting a district tennis toament may allow one agency to represent its
district at the State Tournament.

3. Entry fee(s) must accompany entries ($10.@0fefor youth). All Adult Divisions will be
$30/doubles teams. Entries are invalidated if fgesnot sent.

4. Alternates will be allowed on GRPA rosters for di@stcompetition with a maximum of one
alternate in doubles and in mixed doubles: one noale female.

5. A player is allowed to participate in all threstegories of competition. This rule will supermsed
the USTA rule concerning the number of allowabldgaheas per day.

ARTICLE II-REGULATIONS
SECTION A — GOVERNING RULES

1. GRPA tennis tournaments are governed by thecurules and regulations of the United States
Tennis Association (USTA), with the exceptions as/rhe found in this Manual.

2. Per the “Return to Play Act of 2013", effectda@nuary 1, 2014, all agencies are required to
provide concussion education material to all yquafticipants and their parents. The
verification of compliance to this law is affirmég the signature of the agency director on the
GRPA roster.

SECTION B — EVENTS

1. Events in each age division for male and feraate

a. In all youth divisions: (1) Singles,(2) Doubkesd (3) Mixed Doubles
b. In all adult divisions: (1) Singles and (2) es and (3) Mixed Doubles

2. The Order of Events at the State Tournament bbhaletermined by the State Host, with
approval of the State Athletic Committee’s Chair.

SECTION C - SPECIAL PROVISIONS

1. The best 2 out of 3 sets using the No-Add systeati be used in all matches, up to the semi-
final and final matches.

2. Regular scoring will be used in the semi-firesl finals.
3. The twelve-point tiebreaker shall be used imadtches.
4. Adult Scoring

1. All Doubles matches will be two out of threesset 10 point match tie-break in lieu of a
third set {irst to 10 win by 2 points.
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2. For any set tied at 6 games all, play a 12 mehtie-break (first to 7 win by 2 points).
The player/team that begins serving the tie-breaktrRECEIVE serve at the beginning
of the next set.
3. The Coman Tiebreak Procedure -The Coman Tiebreak Procedure is the same as the
present tiebreak (set or match), except that eredsheanged after the first point, then after
every four points (i.e., after the 5th, 9th, 13tfAth points, etc.), and at the conclusion of the
tiebreak. The scoring in the Coman Tiebreak Proeeid the same as a traditional set or
match tiebreak, and the procedure for playing tbm&n Tiebreak is the same as a set or
match tiebreak. For example, if the Coman Tiebialcedure is used when the set score is
6-6, the player whose turn it is to serve shaNaehe first point from the deuce court; after
the first point, the players shall change endsthadollowing two points shall be served by
the opponent(s) (in doubles, the player of the spygpteam due to serve next), starting with
the ad court; after this, each player/team shallesalternately for two consecutive points
(starting with the ad court), changing ends aftarg four points, until the end of the
tiebreak game.
When will it be used?
GRPA will use the Coman Tiebreak Procedure at RIPG& Adult District and State
Championships for all set and match tie breakse &dshe Coman Tiebreak Procedure is
encouraged during local league play.
Principal Advantages

A. Fairness — By changing ends more frequettily effects of the elements (sun, wind,
etc.) are distributed more evenly between the tpjmooents as opposed to playing six
consecutive points before changing ends.

B. In doubles, the server will always senarirthe same end of the court, rather than
having to serve from both ends
4. Change sides on odd games unless both playedédateams agree to change only
between sets. Change ends at the end of eachless time total number of games in a set is
an even number (e.g. 6-4, 6-2, etc.), in which thsehange is not made until the end of the
first game of the next set.

ARTICLE Ill - EQUIPMENT

SECTION A — APPROVED EQUIPMENT

1.

Shoes are mandatory for all tennis events. @migoth-soled tennis shoes may be worn on
Grasstex and Laykold surfaces.

Equipment to be provided by the Host AgencyG&PA tennis tournament shall include the
following:

a. Scorer’s table located in an area favorabteédournament officials and conducive to
accurate, timely recording of results and postrwes. It is recommended than an
information table near the scorer’s table and dip@ddress system is made available.

b. A minimum of six quality-surfaced tennis courtgarked in accordance with USTA
regulations shall be made available for GRPA tenmasches. It is recommended that a
minimum of twelve Grasstex or Laykold surface tsmrourts be made available for the
GRPA State Tennis tournament.
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SECTION B — UNIFORM REQUIRMENTS

Contemporary playing attire for tennis to includartis shoes, shorts or skirts and blouses, or suits
for women is acceptable for GRPA competition. Nleeotyouth sports organization patches will be
allowed on uniforms in GRPA tournaments. Penaltggal Equipment

ARTICLE IV — MEETS AND AWARDS

SECTION A — STATE
1. There will be two classifications for tennis:
a. The Youth Divisions will be set by State HoStBA
b. The Adult Divisions will be set by State HoOSTBA
c. Any revision of dates must be approved by tlaeSAthletic Committee Chair.

2. The top four finishers in singles, doubles, amged doubles for all youth age divisions at the
district level shall qualify for the State Tourname Alternates to GRPA rosters will be allowed
for doubles competition with a maximum of 1 altdenan mixed doubles 1 male; 1 female.

3. Each youth entrant shall furnish one (1) cab8TA approved balls per match, with the winner
receiving an unopened can and the loser receivoanaf used balls. The Adult host will
provide USTA approved balls.

4. Pairings or seedings for the State Tournameait b determined by the State Host. Acceptable
seeding practices will be allowed. District leviestf place finishers shall not be required to play
each other in the opening round. Byes, if availatilebe given to district first place finishers.
The two district representatives will be placedpposite brackets so they will not meet until the
finals. Distance and travel time should be considén setting up the bracket tim¢€annot
start Youth State Tournament before 8:30 AM on degdand cannot start Adult State
Tournament before 7:00 PM on weekdays)

5. District tennis competition shall be completgdab least 14 days prior to State tournament.

6. The youth tournament draw will include the winaad runner-up of each district. There are no
limits of District entries in adult divisions. Adslmust enter through the local GRPA member
agency. Roster requirements are consistent withtladr events as stated in this manual for adult
competition.

7. Entries shall consist of the following:

a. District
b. Age Division, Sex, Event
c. Place in district, First and Last Name, AgerRgsults

EXAMPLE:
First District; 10 year old, Females, Singles:
1% — Caroline Edmond — Alpharetta, 6-2, 3-6, 6-4
2"_ Lauren Fesperman — Ware County, 2-6, 6-3, 4-6
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ARTICLE V — OFFICIALS
SECTION A — OFFICIALS, JUDGES, EQUIPMENT, AND PUBLI CITY

The Host shall provide a minimum number of competeiults in accordance with Rule II, Article

IV to serve as Tournament Meet Director and Scétiayers may call their own lines and scores
unless either requests a judge, in which case dlenment Director shall assign a competent adult
who may also be a competitor in another age dimigagudge the match. Such a judge must not be
a representative from either of the players’ agesicThe Host Agency shall be responsible for
releasing publicity and organizing competition floe tournament.

SECTION B — TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE

Members of the State Athletic Committee shall saw¢he Tournament Committee (Jury of
Appeals), and the Chair shall serve as Associatet Baector for the State Meet. Each District
Commissioner is encouraged to provide a similah@tty for district tournaments.

SECTION C — COMPETITORS AND ATTENDANTS

USTA point penalty system rules regarding the cahdfiplayers and spectators to include
language, throwing or slamming balls or racque#dliisg, making comedy of a match, coaching or
other outside distractions, line calls, cheatiregngling, drinking and flagrant violations will be
strictly followed during warm-up and matches. Agescshall be held accountable for the conduct of
their participants and spectators.

ARTICLE VI - DEFAULTS

Any default that is not reported to the State Hadeast seven (7) days prior to the State Meét wil
result in that agency being fined $10.00 per pessahany tennis player who withdraws from state
competition will be suspended from GRPA tennisdoe year. (Youth and Adult defaults, Adults
ONLY suspension).

ARTICLE VIl - PROTESTS AND APPEALS
Protests and appeals are authorized only undestifhdations found in Rule Il of this Manual.

(See Rule I, Article 1V, Section C-12 for protest ammittee organization and responsibility — Page 56)
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RULE VIl - YOUTH BASEBALL

ARTICLE | — ELIGIBILITY

SECTION A — AGE DIVISIONS

1.

There are seven age divisions for Youth Basebh# divisions are as follows: (Cutoff Date:
Prior to May f' of Current Year)

a. Flea Division for youth ages 7 and &ljvpitching machine) (must be 7 by age control date
b. Mite Division for youth ages 10 and under (Ipieching)

c. Mite Division for youth ages 10 and under (wpitching machine)

d. Midget Division for youth ages 12 and under

e. Midget “Major” Division for youth ages 12 andder

f.  Junior Division for youth ages 14 and Under

g. Senior Division for youth ages 17 and Under

There shall be two (2) classifications in yoabmpetition: A/ B and CException- Midget
Major will play a combined class at district and sate.

Youth coaches must be certified by one of tileviong programs: NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA,
HIGHER GROUND, SIMPLY THE BEST, DOYLE, MVP, ASA ViBr EXCELLENCE
PLUS.

Any player or coach ejected from a game foportsmanlike conduct will be suspended for one
game, in addition to the game from which ejectedin the case of an individual event within a
meet or match, for the duration of that event.

ARTICLE Il - REGULATIONS

SECTION A — GOVERNING RULES

1.

2.

Games in boys baseball at all levels of playganeerned by the current rules and regulations of
the GHSA Constitution and by-laws and the Natidrederation, National Alliance Edition,
Baseball Rules with the exceptions as may be foutlis manual.

Courtesy Runners

a. At any time the team at-bat may use courtesgets for the pitcher and/or the catcher. The
same runner may not be used for both positionghBlethe pitcher nor the catcher will be
required to leave the game under such circumstances
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b. The courtesy runner for the pitcher or catclaer lse anyone not in the current batting order.
It cannot be the same person for both positionso ubs are available then the last batted

out is to be utilized as the courtesy runner.

c. A player may not run as a courtesy runnerhergitcher or the catcher and then be used as a

substitute for another player in the half inning.
d. In 10 and under with machine and in Flea, notesy runner for the pitcher is allowed.

3. Extra Players (EP) - A maximum of 2 EP’s (EXRfayers) or 1 DH (Designated Hitter) can
be used at all levels of GRPA baseball. If DHtisaed then EP cannot be used. If EP is
utilized then the DH cannot be used. (either art/both)

4, Per the “Return to Play Act of 2013", effectdanuary 1, 2014, all agencies are required to
provide concussion education material to all yquahticipants and their parents. The
verification of compliance to this law is affirmég the signature of the agency director on
the GRPA roster.

SECTION B — LENGTH OF GAMES
1. Aregulation game shall consist:

a. Flea, Mite and Midget: 6 innings
b. Junior and Senior: 7 innings

2. A game which is tied after regulation play sltalhtinue until a winner is determined.
3. The score of a forfeited game shall be recoeted-O.

4. All GRPA district and state level tournament gagmrmust be played to conclusion. (EXAMPLE:
Games starts on Monday and is rained out in thengkeimning, game resumes at the next
playable opportunity regardless of length of delapostponement from the exact point that the
game was delayed or postponed). A game in prognass be completed before next game is
started.

5. A game shall be considered complete after fyanhings with eight (8) runs, four (4) innings
with twelve (12) runs or three (3) innings withté&én (15) or two (2) innings with (20) runs
ahead including championship game or if-needed pi@mhip game.

a. A one hour and thirty minute time limit will lised in Flea in all games except for the
championship and if games.

b. A one hour and thirty minute time limit will hesed in Mite Live and Mite w/machine in
all games except for the championship and if games.

c. A two hour time limit will be used in Midget/Mget Major in all games except for
championship and if games.

d. A two hour time limit will be used in juniond senior divisions of baseball in all games
except the championship and if games.
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e. International Tie-breaker: After the regidatgame or time limit has expired the
International tie-breaker will be used. The lastedluled batter will be placed on second
base. This will continue until a winner is detemsdl. Refer to ASA rule 5, Section 11.

SECTION C — SPECIAL PROVISIONS

1. SHORTHANDED RULE. - Clarifications
a.To start a game:
A. A game may begin or finish with one less thaguired to start. (8 - Mite Live and
up , Flea and Mite with Machine — 9).
B. The vacant position must be listed last intiaging order.
C. An out will be recorded when the vacant positinthe batting order is
scheduled to bat.

b. To continue a gam®nce started with a full team listed on the liqeeard:
A. If a team begins play with the required numbieplayers as listed, that team may
continue a game with one less player than is otlyrén the batting order whenever a player
leaves the game for any reason other than ejectiaof Players- see below)
B. If playing shorthanded and a substituteves, the substitute must be inserted
immediately into the vacant spot. If the substittgfuses to enter for any reason that player
becomes ineligible for the remainder of the game.
C. If the player leaving the game is a runneraitdy, the runner or batter shall be declared
out.
D. When the player who has left the game is sdeedo bat, an out shall be declared for
each turn at bat. An inning or the game can ertld &an automatic out. The player who has
left the game cannot return to the line-up. EXCEMN: A player who has left the game
under the blood rule may return even after misaitgyn at bat.
E. A player that has been ejected cannot reentegahes; if removed by the umpire due to an
injury, the player cannot return without a doctogtease; a player cannot re-enter if a
concussion is suspected.

A team can start or continue with (8) playersgesalthe ninth player was ejected for
unsportsmanlike conduct; then it is a forfeit. &&lor Mite team with pitching machine can start
or continue with nine (9) players, unless the tgu#tyer was ejected for unsportsmanlike
conduct; then it is a forfeit. A substitute removedy re-enter aslagal substitute for an injured
player only if all other players have played whiee team iseduced to less than 8 players

(less than 9 players for pitching machine division)

NOTE: No player removed because of an ejection mayterelf an umpire removes an injured
player, he cannot re-enter without a doctor’s iedf a coach removes an injured player, he
may re-enter per the substitution rules unlessauwssion is suspected.

2. During the school year youth cannot start a game after 10:00 PM Monday through
Thursday except under extenuating circumstance=atfver, unusual delays, etc.)

3. The manager, coach or captain of a team maksulpstitution must immediately notify the
Umpire-in-Chief who will suspend play and annoutiechange.
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4. The choice of first or last at-bat (home —vistdesignation) shall be determined immediately
prior to a tournament game by a coin toss supahbyehe Tournament Director or his/her
representative, except championship game is(apwbelo
a. In Championship Game the undefeated teahihaxk the choice of home or visitor. In the
“IF” game, home or visitor will be determined byicdoss.

5. A player is not required to sit out the neatg for failure to report as a substitute, removal
helmet after a warning, or carelessly slinging &df@r a warning. Batter is not out for
carelessly slinging a bat after a warning, bujested. A forfeited game (not played) does not
count as a sit out game.

6. ANY OF THE PLAYERS may withdraw and reentecemrovided such player occupies the
same batting position when he is in the lineup. piteher is governed by the provisions of Rule
7, Article 2 below. A substitute who is withdrawray reenter one time in same batting order.

7. Pitching regulations:

a. Baseball — Pitch Counthis rule is also in effect if two different levelsof competition
were ever played in successive days.

Mite/Live and Midget Divisions: The maximum number of pitches that can be throvan
game/day is 85 pitches. If a team plays multiglsngs in one day, the total pitches for the
day per pitcher is 85 pitches. If a pitcher pikhess than 31 pitches in game one, they are
eligible to pitch in game two but the pitch counli we a cumulative total for the day. If a
pitcher throws 31 or more pitches in a game amdnwved from the mound, they are not
eligible to return to the mound in the same gamendit their required rest period is
observed.

EXCEPTION: If the pitch limit is reached thyg an at bat, the pitcher may continue to pitch
until the batter has reached base or has beerréédat and/or the third out is made to
complete the half inning, at which time the pitcharst be replacedThe pitch count

should continue to be documented as long as the pitcheras the mound The pitch total
for the game/day will remain cumulative- threw 3ttipes before outlined scenario above
occurs then would have 51 pitches remaining foigdn@e/day. However if the pitcher is
removed as outlined in the provisions above theyl &le eligible to pitch in subsequent
game or day providing no other pitch rule has bgelated. A pitcher who throws 30 or less
pitches in a day requires no rest period. A pitehleo throws between 31-60 pitches in a day
requires one (1) calendar day of rest. A pitcheo Witows between 61-85 pitches in a day
requires two (2) calendar days of rest.

Junior and Senior Divisions: The maximum number of pitches that can be thriowan
game/day is 105 pitches. If a team plays multijgmes in one day, the total pitches for the
day per pitcher is 105 pitches. If a pitcher threMsor more pitches in a game and is
removed from the mound, they are not eligible tanreto the mound in the same game or
until their required rest period is observed.

EXCEPTION: If the pitch limit is reached during anbat, the pitcher may continue to pitch
until the batter has reached base or has beerréédat and/or the third out is made to
complete the half inning, at which time the pitcharst be replaced. The pitch count should
continue to be documented as long as the pitchar the mound. The pitch total for the
game/day will remain cumulative- threw 44 pitchesolbe outlined scenario occurs then
would have 61 pitches remaining for the game/dayweéler if the pitcher is removed as
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outlined in the provisions above they shall beiklegto pitch in subsequent game or day
providing no other pitch rule has been violatedpi#sher who throws 40 or less pitches in a
day requires NO rest period. A pitcher who throwsaAeen 41-70 pitches in a day requires
one (1) calendar day of rest. A pitcher who thrdesveen 71-105 pitches in a day requires
two (2) calendar days of rest. If a pitcher pitcless than 41 pitches in game one, they are
eligible to pitch in game two but the pitch counli Wwe a cumulative total for the day.

b.

Any player may be removed as pitcher and netiias pitcher only once per inning,
provided the return as pitcher does not violateegithe pitching, substitution or charged
conference rule.

In case of a suspended or forfeited game, itbkipg regulations will still apply.
The intent of this rule is foetpitchers arm to be protected. All rest periqusya

Pitches thrown count for the day the gameaesdarA pitcher that starts a game on
Wednesday and the game goes past midnight maynhcent pitch in that game. If this
happens, his pitch count is credited with pitcligewn on the day the game started.

Article 2... IF A PITCHER IS REPLACED while his team is on ee$e, the
substitute pitcher shall pitch to the batter thebad, or any substitute for that-batter, until
such batter is put out or reaches first base, traithird out has been made. To insure
that the requirements of this article be fulfilld@ umpire will deny any coach defensive
player conference which will violate it. EXCEPTIONa pitcher is incapacitated or
guilty of flagrant unsportsmanlike conduct, thiteris ignored.

NOTE: Any player may be removed as pitcher atdrned as pitcher only once per
inning, provided the return as pitcher does nofatéeither the pitching, substitution, or
charged conference rule. If the pitcher, becafis@ anjury or incapacitation, is replaced
as pitcher, and the above rule is not satisfied, lus replacement requires more warm-
up throws than permitted in 6-2-2-c (NFHS) he cdamaturn to the game as a pitcher.

Any relief pitcher shall be allowed a minimoifrten (10) warm-up pitches regardless of
whether or not he becomes the pitcher during dtebeginning of an inning. After the
initial ten warm-up pitches, he may also be allowadditional warm-up pitches until such
time the umpire believes the player's arm has wdrsudficiently.

Balk rules shall be in effect for all divisisexcept the Mite Live/Midget Baseball
Division. (NOTE: the balk rules for GRPA divisioasge the same as those for game
played in accordance with rules adopted by the @adtigh School Association and
pitchers should be made aware by team coachesmagernof these balk regulations.)

The penalty for violation of using a playepitch who is not eligible to pitch will result
in forfeiture of the game provided it is reporteddesscovered prior to the next game of
either team involved in the game in which the igible pitcher pitched.

A player who is in the game to pitch, but hagitching eligibility remaining for that

game, may be substituted fdrhe hasn’t pitched a pitchto avoid a forfeiture of the
game even if he/she has warmed up.
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i. An intentional walked batter will be awarded fibstse and the pitcher will be charged 4
pitches with no pitches thrown or the balanceithes to award base.

8. Charged Conferences

a. Each team when on defense may be granted reothreor three (3) conferences during a
game without penalty, to permit a coach or hisesentatives to confer with a defensive
player or players, including his pitcher. A requiesttime for an obviously incapacitated
player shall not constitute a charged conferenceshall a conference be charged whenever
the pitcher is removed as pitcher. In extra-inrgagies, a team on defense may have one
conference per inning without penalty. The penalty for using conferences in excess of
times listed in (a) above shall be removal of pita@r from the pitching position for the
balance of the game.

b. The umpire shall deny any subsequent defemsara’s request for charged conference in
flea/ mite baseball with machines.

c. Each team, when on offense, may be grantethoot than one charged conference per
inning to permit the coach or any of that team’snhers to confer with base runners and/or
the batter.

9. In all divisions of GRPA boy’s baseball, theaball is permitted.

10. In all divisions of GPRA boy’s baseball, doubkaders are permitted. NOTE: The State Athletic
Committee recommends that tournament pairings antegime be considered when it is
necessary for an agency host to schedule doubbtieleeaNo more than two (2) games per day
for a team will be allowed in live pitching tournants, except for rain delays or extenuating
circumstancesNo more than three (3) games per day shall be pertted in pitching
machine baseball (except for rain-delayed tournamen). This decision will be made by the
Tournament Director and approved by the State Athi@ommittee.

11. Mite and Midget Division’s modified rule forestling bases:

a. A modified form of base stealing shall be ugeithe Midget and both Mite Divisions.
(i) A base runner is required to stay in conteith the base until the pitched ball has
reached home plate. At this point in the flightlué pitched ball, the runner is permitted
to advance at his own risk of being thrown out.

(i) The runner is automatically called out fealiing the base before the pitched ball reaches
home plate. The ball is dead and all subsequéianaan the pitch is canceled. All
runners must return to base held at time of pitch.

12. Three strikes constitutes an out, and a battest allowed to run if the catcher misses or drop
the third strike in the Mite and Midget Divisior@ther runners may advance at their own risk of
being thrown out.

13. Headfirst slides are not allowed in any leaghere facemasks are required to play. The penalty
for a headfirst slide in all divisions of baselsdihll be an out if a facemask is worn. A dive back
to a base on a pick off or base overrun is notidensd a head first slide. Runners in rundown
situation may not slide headfirst.
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14. In theMidget “Major” Division , runners can play off the base and are allowestietal at any
point during live play including dropped third &eks.

ARTICLE Ill - EQUIPMENT
SECTION A — APPROVED EQUIPMENT

1. Rubber-molded, cleated shoes are approved &rSisel spikes are approved for Junior and
Senior Divisions. Interchangeable cleated-shoesibowed using the rubber molded screw-in
cleats only. All shoes must be approved by umpir€aurnament Director for safety.

2. The official bat shall be round, and made of éjauetal, or other material acceptable for batting
as approved by rules governing play in the GHSAyURaion aluminum bats which meet GRPA
standards are permitted in all divisions. Bat sfpegach division are as follows:

a. Inthe Mite and Midget, and Midget “Major” Dsions, bats must not exceed thirty-three
inches (33’) in length and two and one-quarter @sc{? ¥4") in diameter. The bat may be
measured by an ASA bat ring. All 2 ¥ inch batd té legal that meet the Little League
(National Governing Body) rules for approved batsese bats as specified by Little League
should meet BPF and ABI guidelines as listed onith®f approved bats, GRPA will follow
the list found at the following Little League wekes
http://www.littleleague.org/Assets/forms_pubs/20ibéinsedBatList.pdf

b. Bats for Junior and Senior Baseball Divisiomalisconform to National Federation and
GHSA guidelines. The diameter at the thickest ghall be 2- 5/8” or less. The length shall
be 36" or less. All bats must meet the standartlbys&he Georgia High School Association
and The National Federation of High School Spoitise bat shall not weigh numerically
more than 3 ounces less than the length. Bats ¢#S\dite also must include marking of
BB-COR as required and may not be altered.

Example: A 32” long bat cannot be less than 29 ounces imgltei
c. There are no weight restrictions for bats ineMind Midget divisions as in GHSA.

d. If a team is found using an ILLEGAL/ALTERED/NON AR®VED bat prior to
player entering batter’'s box the equipment shalidmeoved and play continued.
After player enters batter’s box a fdieit will be declared

3. The official ball shall be a sphere formed bynyaound around a small core of cork, rubber, or
similar material and covered with two strips of tehthorsehide or other authorized material
tightly stitched together.

a. The only baseballs acceptable for District,@jind State level competition shall be of the
highest quality and meet the current standardbystte GHSA. The following stamped balls
are permitted: Little League, Pony League, OffiBakeball, Dixie Youth, etc. They do not
have to have the NFHS stamp.
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b. No seconds or blemishes will be allowed in Bnurnaments.

c. A minimum of six (6) premium-grade, regulatisized baseballs as named above shall be
made available for each game in Area and Stat@aouents.

d. Pearl Baseballs are not allowed for use in GHR&ict and state tournaments

4. Regulation home plate, pitcher’s plate, and $aball be used (the double base is mandatory at
first base).

5. Gloves and mitts are governed by GHSA rule.Heits gloves must be of one color.

6. Catchers must wear full protective equipmergluding mask with throat protector, protective
helmet (protective cap in Mite and Midget must gosa@), body protector, shin guards, and
protective cup in an athletic supporter. The umpireéournament director shall inspect each
catcher’s full protective equipment prior to thergato determine its safety. The helmets must be
approved by NOCSAE.

7. All players shall wear protective helmets wlinsgting, running bases, and when on deck. The
helmet shall be so designed as to give protecticdhd temples and the base of the skull as well
as to the top of the head.

a. Face masks are mandatoryRtea, Mite, Midget and Midget Major and recommended for
all others. The penalty shall be treated as illegalipment. Chin Straps are recommended
for all divisions.

8. When an umpire orders a batter or runner to &éwad protector in accordance with the GRPA
rules, or orders a catcher to wear a head proteotsk with throat protector, protective cup in a
supporter, shin guards and/or body protector, ailare by the player to do so shall cause his
dismissal from the game.

SECTION B — UNIFORMS

1. A uniform for boy’s baseball shall include baaklbaps, jerseys numbered on back with six-inch
(6”) factory type, non-duplicated number, full bbak trousers, baseball hose, and shoes.

a. Uniform parts for the maximum fifteen (15) pay must be identical in style and color
except baseball trousers, which must be alike g& lgalor. Trim is not a factor. No other
youth sports organization patches will be allowaduniforms in GRPA tournaments.
Penalty — lllegal Equipment.

b. Managers, coaches, or team scorers who coadiages must be attired in staff shirts or
jerseys that are identical in style and color veiith other. Only three adults are allowed in
dugout area.

c. The batboy shall wear a uniform as requiredhis tule except that it is not mandatory his

uniform be identical in style or color with otheam members. Batboy must be in that age
group or younger.
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2. Uniforms as described above are mandatory fdistrict and State level tournament games.

3. lllegal uniforms will be treated as illegaluggment.

SECTION C — PLAYING FIELD REQUIREMENTS

1. The following field specifications are requirked all games:

a. Flea, Mite and Midget Divisions

()

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

b. Midget
(i)
(i)
(iii)

(iv)

Distance between bases shall be sixty (66) for Flea and Mite and sixty-five (65)
for Midgets.

Pitching distance shall be forty-six (4@et for Flea and Mite and fifty (50) for
Midgets.

Minimum outfield distance from home platkadl be not less than one-hundred and
seventy-five (175) feet, and the maximum distarnzd! 10t be more than two-
hundred (200) feet.

Mounds are required (portable or permaneiitf) the round circle being ten (10) feet
and height of six (6) inches above home plate.

Major
Distance between bases shall be 65 feet

Pitching distance shall be 50 feet

Minimum outfield distance from home platkadl be not less than one-hundred and
seventy-five (175) feet, and the maximum distarzal 10t be more than two-
hundred (200) feet.

Mounds are required (portable or permaneiitf) the round circle being ten (10) feet
and height of six (6) inches above home plate.

c¢. Junior Divisions

(i)
(i)
(iii)

(iv)

Distance between bases shall be eighty f&£})
Pitching distance shall be fifty-four (5#et.

Minimum outfield distance from home platkadl not be less than two-hundred and
fifty (250) feet, and there is no maximum distance.

Mounds are required (portable or pemarat) with the mound circle diameter being
fifteen (15) feet and the height being eight (&hies above homeplate.

d. Senior Divisions:

(i)
(i)
(i)

Distance between bases shall be ninety (fe@?).
Pitching distance shall be sixty feet amdiaches (60'6”).

Minimum outfield fence distance from home fdashall not be less than three-
hundred (300) feet, and there is not a maximunaadcs.
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(iv)  Mounds are required (portable or permaneiitfy the mound circle diameter being
eighteen (18) feet and the height being ten (1€h)es above homeplate.

NOTE: Pitching distances shall be measured frarbtick point of home plate where the
baseline intersects to the nearest edge of thiegrikcplate.

. The batter’s box, one on each side of home &t measure four feet by six feet (4 X 6) for
all divisions. The inside lines of the batter’s k&hall be 6 inches from home plate. The front line
of the box shall be three feet in front of a limawln through the center of home plate. The lines
are considered part of the batter’s box.

. The coach’s box for Junior and Senior Divisiembehind a line twenty (20) foot long line
drawn outside the diamond, parallel to and fift€Es) feet from the first and third baseline
extended from the bases toward home plate. Théntobhox for Midget divisions is behind a
line six (6) feet long drawn outside the diamorargtiel to and six (6) feet from the first and
third baseline extended from the bases toward hgate. Coaches shall remain within the
confines of the coach’s box except during time-@und to avoid a fielder making a play.

. The three-foot line is drawn parallel to ancth(3) feet from the baselines starting at a point
halfway between home plate and first base forialsubns.

It is recommended that a loudspeaker publicestdsystem and scorer’s area located favorably
to the umpires and conducive to accurate and tis@bying be made available for the game.

. The Agency Host shall be responsible for sethagthe playing field requirements meet GRPA
specifications.

ARTICLE IV — GAMES AND AWARDS

SECTION A — DISTRICT

1. District level competition in boys’ basebalkassbe completed as follows:

a. See calendar for district/state tournament @bitign on pages 38-39.

SECTION B — STATE

1. All ages will start on Tuesday and play thro&gturday, except Flea, Mite, and Mite with

machine which will start on Wednesday if more tBaeams entered.
ARTICLE V — OFFICIALS AND PARTICIPANTS

SECTION A — GAME PARTICIPANTS AND OFFICIALS

1. A boy’s baseball team shall consist of ninepl@yers or ten (10/11) if using two extra players,

whose position shall be designated for the scagitaher, catcher, first baseman, second
baseman, third baseman, short stop, left fielderier fielder, right fielder, or extra players (if
used). A team’s line-up and batting order are @fievthen handed to the umpire, Tournament
Director, or official scorer prior to the starttbie game.
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The use of two adults as coaches are permiiteddach’s boxes provided that both are attired in

accordance with GRPA boy’s baseball uniform regohest.

All team members not actually participatinghe game to include coaches and managers must

stay within the confines of the dugout or dugoasagxcept to coach the bases from the coach’s

box or to talk with players during a charged coafee.

A minimum of two registered officials must besdgn district level games.

ARTICLE VI - PROTESTS AND APPEALS

SECTION A — PROTEST FOR BASEBALL RULES INFRACTIONS

1.

2.

A judgment decision by an umpire on any playlsia be protested.

Protests on misinterpretation of the rules dosvad to the Umpire in Chief and if acceptable as
valid by the Tournament Director. The Tournameme€ior shall coordinate any such protest
and shall serve as the odd-numbered member obtineament protest committee as determined
prior to the game by the Agency Host in coordimatioth the District Commissioner for District
level competition and with the State Athletic Corttee Chair for State levels of competition.
There is a $50.00 protest fee. If a protest is@ateckby the Tournament Director, it must be
made by the team manager or responsible persdrange of the team at the time of the alleged
infraction. A full explanation of the protest wile recorded by the official scorer and retained in
the official scorebook for reference. All such sit are to be immediately acted upon by the
protest committee and before play is continuedhdfdecision of the protest committee is
appealed to the State Athletic Committee it musddoge so in time for any action to be resolved
prior to the next game of either team involvedeg®rticle | of Rule Il for Protest Committee
organization and responsibility.)

(See Rule I, Article IV, Section C-11 for protest ammittee organization and responsibility —
Page 56)

3. No protest on rules interpretation will be adedmfter play continues following an alleged

infraction.

SECTION B — APPEALS

1.

Note: See Rule II.

FLEA (7 & 8) AND 10 AND UNDER PITCHING MACHINE BASE BALL RULES

1. All pitching will be done by an electric powerpiiching machine. No two-wheel machines are

allowed. The machine must be a minimum of 24” b#& ground with a maximum of 36” from
the bottom of the wheel. In the employment ofdlextric-powered pitching machine, machine
height is important. If mounted on top of a mouthe, legs shall be used which lowers the point
of ball delivery to a normal height for the averau@yer in this age group. If mounted on flat
ground, the longer legs will be employed, agaivaieg the machine to the normal pitching
height.
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2. All rules governing 10 and under baseball in @Ri¥hletics will be in effect with the exception
of the following:

a.

Ball speed shall be approximately 46 miles per iouflO & under Mite, and 40 miles per
hour for Flea.

A qualified official will be stationed behintéd catcher to call balls and strikes. The second
official will be stationed behind the machine tedemachine and act as base umpire.
Machine officials will be responsible for any adjuents to the machine and will present the
ball to each batter prior to feeding machine.

When a batted ball hits a pitching machineuimpire feeding the machine, or the extension
cord off the ground, it is considered a “DEAD BAISINGLE” and batter/runner will be
awarded first base with all runners moving forwiifdrced. If a batted ball hits a defensive
player then hits the machine, the batter is awafugtbase and all other runners move up
one base, if forced. Ball is dead when ball hitsmae.

When a thrown ball hits the pitching machite, tmpire feeding the machine, or the
extension cord off of the ground, it is consideagtDEAD BALL” and played as if thrown
out of bounds.

An 8’ deep by 12’ wide rectangle box centeredh® pitching plate in which the player in
the pitching position must remain until the pitshdelivered. Defensive player must have at
least one foot inside the box at the time of thelpi

A line shall be drawn in the infield at the sadistance as the pitching distance. No infielder
is allowedin front of the restrictive line until after the ball is delivered through the
machine, outfielders remain in outfield grass dbesnind a sixty foot radius from the

front edge of pitchers rubber),and the pitcher must remain in the bBenalty: The

penalty for violation of this rule is Delayed deadall and the batting team having the
choice of the result of the play or no pitch will le declared. A team warning will be

issued on the 2 offense, ' offense head coach ejected.

Count remains 3 and 2 until ball is hit orrgkstout occurs except each player may be
intentionally walked once per game. No player mayalked any more than once per game.

Bunting is not allowed in the flea and mite abthine divisionsFake bunts are not
allowed. If a batter shows bunt an out will be caéd.

Stealing is not allowed in the Flea division.
In the Mite w/machine division, stealing ifoaved with the following limitations:

A. A player cannot steal home.

B. A base runner can steal whte ballreacheshome plate, and then only one base
advance is allowed.

(i) If athrow becomes an overthrow during destdbase attempt, the one-base
restriction will apply for stolen bases only (bialidead, no advance).
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(i) If the machine throws a ball that is undsble (to wide or too high) it will be called
no pitch and runners cannot advance.

C. Runners must maintain contact with the baie tihe ball crosses the plate. The penalty
is an out.

D. If a thrown ball hits the machine or umpiredeng the machine, each base runner is
awarded one base.

In Mite Division with pitching machine, four (dutfielders shall be used. Ten players will be
used on defense at the following positions: Catdhgcher, first baseman, second baseman,
third baseman, short stop, and four outfielder® Batting order will consist of these ten players.
Additionally, one or two EP’s or a DH can be utdtzbut not both.

The infield fly rule is in effect (including f'eand mite divisions).

A courtesy runner may be used for the catchir obhe courtesy runner can be anyone not in
the current batting order or the last batted onbikubstitutions are available.

When all play has ceased, the umpire will cah&” and all play will be stopped.

10 AND UNDER LIVE PITCH BASEBALL SPECIAL RULES

1.

2.

The infield fly rule is in effect.

Courtesy runners may be used for pitcher antheatand can be anyone not in the current
batting order or the last batted out if no subsths are available. It cannot be the same person
for both positions.

You may steal after pitch reaches home platealpefor leaving too soon is OUT.

Nine defensive players will be used.

Two EP’s (Extra Players) or one DH may be usedrgadither ten or eleven. Cannot use both.
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RULE VIII (A) — SLOW PITCH SOFTBALL

ARTICLE | — ELIGIBILITY

SECTION A — AGE DIVISION

1. There are twenty-two (22) divisions for slowcpitsoftball. The Age Divisions are as follows:
(Youth) Cutoff Date: Prior to January df Current Year; (Adult) Cutoff Date: Prior to
September 3l of Current Year

a.

b.

Flea Division 7 and 8 with pitching rhane (must be 7 by age control date)
Mite Division for girls ages 10 and under
Mite Division for girls ages 10 and under wgiitching machine.
Midget Division for girls 12 and under
Junior Division for girls 14 and under
Senior Division for girls 17 and under
Open Women'’s Division for women ages 18 aver
Open Women'’s Division for women ages 30 and ove

Men’s Open Division for men ages 18 and over
(1) No Homerun

(i) Unlimited Homerun
(i)  Equalizer

Men’s Church Division for men ages 18 and over
(1) No Homerun

(i) Unlimited Homerun
(i)  Equalizer

Men’s Industrial Division for men ages 18 anio
0] No Homerun

(i) Unlimited Homerun

(i)  Equalizer

Page 106



GRPA Athletic Manual
|.  Church Women'’s Division for women ages 18 amdro
m. Men’s Division for men ages 40 and over wittimited homerun rules.
n. Men’s Division for men ages 50 and over wittimited homerun rules.

0. Co-Ed for men and women ages 18 and oldem@asd Open, Church, and Industrial)
unlimited division

p. Co-Ed for men and women ages 18 and older (Oplemrch and Industrial) equalizer
division.

2. There shall be two (2) classifications in yoatimpetition: A/ B and C

3. Youth coaches must be certified by one of theofeihg programs: NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA,
HIGHER GROUND, SIMPLY THE BEST, EXCELLENCE PLUS, DQE, MVP, ASA
ACE.

4. Any player or coach ejected from a game foporismanlike conduct will be suspended for one
game, in addition to the game from which ejectedin the case of an individual event within a
meet or match, for the duration of that event.

ARTICLE Il - REGULATIONS
SECTION A — GOVERNING RULES

1. Official ASA Slow Pitch Softball Rules (for ugeall championship games of ASA) printed in
the current edition of the Official Guide for Natal ASA is accepted guide for GRPA games,
with the exceptions found in this manual.

a. For Co-Ed ASA Class “A”: rules for Co-Ed shadl adhered to except there will be no
ejection for hitting more than two (2) homerunsut©will be called.

2. Tournaments for adult softball shall be playgdh® one pitch method in District and State
tournaments if the tourney is delayed for an inoatk length of time. The tournament director
shall use this only in cases where tournamentsbadyampered from finishing on Sunday.

3. No adult church games will be played on Sundagept under extenuating circumstances.
4. Courtesy Runners

a. Atany time the team at-bat may use courtesgets for the pitcher and/or the catcher. The
same runner may not be used for both positionghBiethe pitcher nor the catcher will be
required to leave the game under such circumstances

b. The courtesy runner can be anyone not in theectbatting order.

c. A player may not run as a courtesy runnerhergitcher or the catcher and then be used as a
substitute for another player in the half innifgid subs are available then the last batted out
is to be utilized as the courtesy runner.

Page 107



GRPA Athletic Manual

d. In 10 and Under with machine and in Flea, nariesy runner for the pitcher is allowed.

e. Courtesy runners may be used in 50 and ol@eand older divisions only per ASA rules.

5. Per the “Return to Play Act of 2013", effective dary 1, 2014, all agencies are required to
provide concussion education material to all yquahticipants and their parents. The
verification of compliance to this law is affirmég the signature of the agency director on the
GRPA roster.

SECTION B — LENGTH OF GAMES

1. Aregulation game shall consist:
a. Flea, Mite and Midget 6 innings or one hout #mrty minute time limit will be used in all
games except for the championship and if games.

b. Junior and Senior 7 innings or one hour airtytminute time limit will be used in all
games except for the championship and if games.

c. Adults — 7 innings or one hour except for cheamghip and if games.

2. A game which is tied after regulation play ofese (7) innings shall continue until a winner is
determined.

3. The score of a forfeiture game shall be recoeded-0.

4. All GRPA district and state level tournament ggmrmust be played to conclusion. (EXAMPLE:
Game starts on Monday and is rained out in thergboming. From the exact point the game
was delayed or postponed it shall resume at theplayable opportunity regardless of length of
delay or postponement.

5. State Tournaments in softball shall be douhl®ishtion, and it is recommended that district
level tournaments also be double elimination.

6. A game shall be considered complete after fyannings with ten (10) runs, four (4) innings
with fifteen (15) runs, or three (3) innings withienty (20) runs ahead including championship
game and the if-needed championship game. Theutenvill apply at all times in youth and
adult games.

7. Equalizer/One Homerun Ahead Rule: A team caahahy time be ahead in homeruns by more
than one. The first team to hit a ball fair ouss butfield fence cannot hit another one until the
other team hits one to tie or one more to go algazhe homerun. Any ball hit in excess is an
out. (Clarification - home team may go up one houorein their last at bat)

SECTION C — SPECIAL PROVISIONS

1. One (1) extra player (EP) on regular teams or(®y extra players (EPs) (one male and one
female in Co-Ed) may be used. All players, elevEl) pr twelve (12), must bat and any ten (10)
can play defense. Defensive positions may changendi the batting order. Co-Ed teams must
still abide by male-female alignment rules. Extiayprs are optional before each game if placed
in starting lineup.
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2. SHORTHANDED RULE.
1.To start a game:
A. a game may begin or finish with one less thequired to start.
B. The vacant position must be listed last intiaging order.
C. An out will be recorded when the vacant positinthe batting order is
scheduled to bat.
D. (Co-ed Slow Pitch) If a team plays shorthandét either three players in the
infield or outfield, at least one must be male ahtbast one must be a female.

2.To continue a gam®nce started with a full team listed on the liqeeard:

A. If a team begins play with the requirednber of players as listed, that team may
continue a game with one less player than iseadly in the batting order whenever a
player leaves the game for any reason otherdfention. Under no circumstances
shall a team be permitted to bat 1) less thanR&ast Pitch2) less than 9 in slow
pitch, 3) less than 10 in slow pitch when using=® and 4) less than 11 in slow pitch
when using two EP’s.

B. If playing shorthanded and a substitutéves, the substitute must be inserted
immediately into the vacant spot. If the substittefuses to enter for any reason that
player becomes ineligible for the remainder ef game.

C. (Co-ed) If another player of the corrgenhder arrives, that player must be inserted
into the line-up in the vacant spot by alterngiyenders.

D. If the player leaving the game is a mmaor batter, the runner or batter shall be
declared out,

E. When the player who has left the ganseleeduled to bat, an out shall be declared
for each turn at bat. An inning or the game aaohwith an automatic out. The player
who has left the game cannot return to the lipe-u

G. (Co-ed) The batting order must stileaiate and the defensive positioning remains as
required.

EXCEPTION: A player who has left the game underltlood rule may return even after
missing a turn at bat.

EFFECT: Failure to have the required number ofildiigplayers to start or continue a game will
result in a forfeit.

In slow pitch (10 players) and slow pitch withextra player (11 players), a team may start
and/or continue a game with one less player, whameplayer leaves the game for any reason
other than ejection. The player who has left thm@ander this exception cannot return to the
line-up. (Exception not used in Co-Ed.) A playertba team bench that has participated in the
game may re-enter the game to replace an injusggpln any spot in the batting order to avoid
forfeit. An ejected playeCANNOT re-enter.

3. The manager, coach, or captain of a team maksupstitution must immediately notify the
plate umpire who will suspend play and announceckiznge. Substitutes do not have to be
listed on line-up card.

4. The choice of first or last at-bat (home — wistdesignation) shall be determined immediately
prior to a tournament game by a coin toss supahbyehe Tournament Director or his/her
representative, except championship game is(apbelo
a. In Championship Game the undefeated teahihaxk the choice of home or visitor. In the
“IF” game, home or visitor will be determined byicdoss.
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5. During the school year youth cannot start a game after 10:00 PM on weekdays. All games
will be scheduled to start no later than 10:00 RMIbursday, Friday, and Saturday nights but
may be played in emergency situations (rain, gaetayd, etc.).

6. The third-strike foul is not an out in mite amétlget competition but is an out in Junior and
Senior.

7. Courtesy runners may be used in 50 and oldesnd®lder divisions only per ASA rules.

8. Adult tournaments, except church divisions,tarke played on Saturday & Sunday.
Adult Church League games will be played on Friflayaturday and cannot start prior to 7:00
pm on Fridays.

9. Adult softball teams are allowed to utilize the ABsk-up player rule to add up to three (3)
players when advancing to a state tournament. dadnionly be done if there is room on the
original roster to add the names.

10. All Adult Slow Pitch batters assume a 1-1 count wieey step in batter’'s box per ASA NGB
rules.

ARTICLE Ill - EQUIPMENT
SECTION A — APPROVED EQUIPMENT
1. Shoes are mandatory for play in all softball gam
a. Rubber-molded, cleated shoes are approvedéor Bteel spikes are EXPRESSLY
PROHIBITED and shall be treated as illegal equipmeil other shoes must meet ASA
Rule Book standards.

b. Smooth and soft-soled athletic shoes inclutimgis or basketball shoes are acceptable.

2. Softballs for GRPA competition shall be .44 C@#h compression rating of 375 maximum.
Per ASA RULES, the 52/300 12" ball will be used atigk 44/375 ball has been removed from
Slow-Pitch Play.

3. Regulation home plate, pitcher’s plate, and $aball be used for all girls division.

4. Helmets must be worn by batters, base-runnedspa-deck participants in youth softball. Chin
straps are recommended.

5. All Youth catchers must wear mask with throaitpctor. The helmet must cover the ears and
back of the head. Option: Wearing a chest protastoptional.Catcher’s helmet and mask
shall be required for Junior and Senior Girls’ softball to include throat protection
according to GHSA regulations.

6. The double base is mandatory for use at firse¢ lva youth divisions and approved for adult play.
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7. All ASA approved bats shall be allowed in GRPAngpetition. Checkvww.asasoftball.confor
updated list of legal batdMandatory bat testing is required for all GRPA Adult Softball
Divisions. Bats not found in compliance will be taged and removed. If bat returns to play,
it will be considered illegal equipment.

8. 12" Balls will be used in Co-Ed Softball.

9. In youth softball, no head first sliding is alled by runner with facemask attached to helmet.
Penalty: Runners will be called out.

10. Stealing is allowed per ASA guidelines.
SECTION B — UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS

1. Team uniform for softball will consist of matalior like colored jerseys with a factory-type
non-duplicating number on the back at least sixr@)es in height. It is strongly recommended
that all team personnel be attired alike. The blasity color determines matching jerseys. The
logos, numbers, trim, etc. does not have to madtitteibasic color is the same. No other youth
sports organization patches will be allowed onamifs in GRPA tournaments. Penalty — lllegal
Equipment.

2. Team caps are not mandatory and furthermooaps$ are worn they do not have to be matching.
If caps or visors are worn they must be basebétalh style caps with no vulgar or obscene
words or graphics allowed. No plastic visors di@enged in softball. Tournament Director will
make final decision.

3. Shorts are acceptable. It is recommended,diutequired, that all players on a team wear the
same color shorts. GRPA does not adhere to ASAsfsdiding pants rule.

4. lllegal uniforms will be treated as illegal eguonent.

5. Managers, coaches, or team scorers who coadlaies must be attired in staff shirts or jerseys
that are identical in style and color of each ath@nly three adults are allowed in dugout area.

6. The bat boy shall wear a uniform as requirettis rule except that is it not mandatory that
his/her uniform be identical in style or color witie team. Bat boy must be in that age group or
younger. They must also wear a batting helmet.

SECTION C - PLAYING FIELD REQUIREMENTS

1. The following field specifications are requirked all games:
a. Girls Division

Distance between bases shall be: Pitching Distansleall be:

Mite — sixty (60) feet Mite — forty (40) feet

Midget — sixty (60) feet Midget — forty-six (46Qdt
Junior and Senior — sixty-five (65) feet Juniod &enior — fifty (50) feet

Minimum outfield distance from home plate

Mite — shall not be less than one-hundred andrdgyere (175) feet
Midget — one-hundred and seventy-five (175) feet

Junior and Senior — Two-hundred and twenty-fiva5{Xeet
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b. Adult/Co-ed Divisions

(1) Distance between bases is 70’

(i) Pitching distance 50’

(i) Minimum outfield distance for men is 300'.

(iv)  Minimum outfield distance for women is 265’

(v) Minimum outfield distance for Co-Ed is 300'.

(vi)  In all co-ed divisions, there will be a 20ide in the outfield that the outfielders must
remain behind until the female batter makes comattt the ball. The penalty for
outfielders being over the line will be that alskarunners advanced forward one base
and the batter awarded first base.

The batter’s box, coaches’ boxes and threelifioethalfway from home plate to first base shall
be in accordance with current ASA rules.

It is required that a loud-speaker public adeisystem and scorers’ area located favorably to the
umpires and conducive to accurate and timely sgdyéxmade available for the game.

ARTICLE IV — GAMES AND AWARDS

SECTION A - DISTRICT

1.

District level competition in girls’ softball i® be completed as follows:

a. Mite, Midget, Junior, and Senior Divisions didtlevels are to be completed by the Saturday
before the State Tournament.

b. District level competition in all divisions aflult softball is to be completed by the Saturday
before the State Tournament.

SECTION B — STATE

1. Procedure:In the event a state tournament cannot be compleatad the scheduled time frame

and more than 40 percent of the scheduled gameski®an completed, the following procedures
may be used to break ties among teams in the saobénsthe bracket. The tournament may be
extended by the Tournament Director after confgrisith the State Athletic Committee
Chairman.

a. The team which advanced the farthest in th@evia bracket.
b. Win-lose records, except among undefeated teams

c. If only two teams are tied for a position amé played each other, the winner of that game.
EXCEPTION: If Championship must be played or tree shall be declared co-champions.

d. The teams shall be ranked according to thedemsms allowed per game played.

e. If atie still exists, the team shall be rankedording to the most runs scored per game
played.
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f. If atie still exists, by a coin toss.

ARTICLE V — OFFICIALS AND PARTICIPANTS

SECTION A — GAME OFFICIALS

1.

A minimum of two (2) Approved or Certified AmateSoftball Association game officials in
their third year or more of membership in ASA andember of a chartered ASA Umpires
Association or GHSA Umpires must be used in disaid State play.

SECTION B — PLAYERS AND OTHER TEAM MEMBERS

1.

All team members not actually participatinghe game, to include coaches and manager, must
stay within the confines of the dugout or dugoaagxcept to coach the bases from the coach’s
box or talk with players during a called time.

No player may play both fast and slow pitchisaiftduring GRPA competition.

A team can start or continue a game with one ésyer when a player leaves a game for any
reason other than ejection.

ARTICLE VI — PROTESTS AND APPEALS

SECTION A — PROTESTS FOR SOFTBALL RULES INFRACTIONS

1.

2.

The judgment decision by an umpire on any phafl 10t be protested.

Protests on misinterpretations of the rulesaiosved to the Umpire-in-Chief and if accepted as
valid by the Tournament Director. The Tournamemnebtor shall coordinate any such protest
and shall serve as the odd-numbered member ofdhm@ment Protest Committee as
determined prior to the game by the Agency Hosbiordination with the District Commissioner
for District level competition and with the Statéhketic Committee Chair for State levels of
competition. If a protest is accepted by the Tonreat Director, it must be made by the certified
coach or responsible person in charge of the tedhedime of the alleged infraction. A full
explanation of the protest will be recorded bydffecial scorer and retained in the official
scorebook for reference. All such protests afgetammediately acted upon by the Protest
Committee and before play is continued. If theislen of the Protest Committee is appealed to
the State Athletic Committee, it must be done siinm@ for any action to be resolved prior to the
next game of either team involved.

(See Rule I, Article IV, Section C-11 for protest ammittee organization and responsibility —
Page 56)

3.

No protest on rules interpretation will be adedpafter the next legal or illegal pitch.

SECTION B — APPEALS

NOTE: See Rule Il Article | - page 65
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FLEA AND 10 AND UNDER PITCHING MACHINE SOFTBALL RUL ES

All rules governing 10 and under and flea (7 & &yelds) in GRPA athletics will be in effect with
exceptions of the following:

1.

10.

11.

12.

All pitching will be done by an electrically pewed pitching machine using an underhanded
delivery from thirty-five (35) to forty (40) feetver the top.

The arch of the pitch shall be adjusted by ti@ite in charge to be no lower than six (6) feet
and no higher than ten (10) feet. The judgmenihege heights shall be left to the discretion of
the umpires with the final authority being the Tmament Director. If a Jugs Jr. machine is
used, ball should be placed in machine from the top

Qualified officials will be stationed behind hemlate and behind the pitching machine.
Officials behind the machine will feed the machamel act as base umpire. Machine umpires
will be responsible for any adjustments and fosprding the ball to each batter prior to feeding
the machine.

When a batted ball hits a pitching machine uimpire feeding the machine, or the extension
cord off the ground, it is considered a “DEAD BAISINGLE” and batter/runner will be
awarded first base with all runners moving forwdifdrced. If a batted ball hits a defensive
player then hits the machine, the batter is awafistdbase and all other runners move up one
base, if forced. Ball is dead when ball hits maehMvhen a thrown ball hits the pitching
machine or the extension cord off the ground, ttossidered a “DEAD BALL” and played as if
thrown out of bounds.

An 8’ deep by 12’ wide rectangle box centeredhenpitching plate in which the player in the
pitching position must remain until the pitch ididered. Defensive player must have at least
one foot inside the box at time of the pitch.

Players in pitchers position must be within(€xfeet of the pitching plate but never any closer
than forty (40) feet of home plate when the pitkleliveredA half circle shall be drawn at the
pitching machine for the infielder to start priar & pitch.

No base on balls allowed. Count remains 3 anti2 ball is hit or a strikeout occurs.

Players will be eligible for only one 10 and andnd flea softball division.

Ten (10) defensive players shall be used inrdecwe with the following positions: one (1) each
for catcher, pitcher, first base, second baseg] thaise, and short stop; and four (4) outfielders.

The extra players may be used in accordana&#orules.

A one hour and thirty minute time limit will hesed in all games except for the championship
and if games.

When all play has ceased, the umpire will ‘tatie” and all play will be stopped.
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RULE VIII (B) — FAST PITCH SOFTBALL
ARTICLE | — ELIGIBILITY
SECTION A — AGE DIVISION

1. There are six (6) divisions for fast pitch saftbThe Age Divisions are as follows: (Cutoff Date
prior to January*Lof Current Year)

a. Flea Division for girls ages 7 and 8 (Must bey7Zage control date)
b. Mite Division for girls ages 10 and under
c. Mite Division for girls ages 10 and under (witlthching machine)
d. Midget Division for girls ages 12 and under
e. Junior Division for girls ages 14 and under
f. Senior Division for girls ages 17 and under

2. There shall be two (2) classifications in yoobmpetition: A/ B and C

3. Youth coaches must be certified by one of thievieng programs: NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA,
HIGHER GROUND, SIMPLY THE BEST, EXCELLENCE PLUS, DXQE, MVP, ASA ACE.

4. Any player or coach ejected from a game faportsmanlike conduct will be suspended for one
game, in addition to the game from which ejectedin the case of an individual event within a
meet or match, for the duration of that event.

ARTICLE Il - REGULATIONS
SECTION A — GOVERNING RULES

1. Official ASA Fast Pitch Softball Rules (for useall championship games of ASA) printed in
the current edition of the Official Guide for Nat&l ASA is accepted guide for GRPA games
with the exceptions found in this manual.

a. The use of National Federation and current GiH8#s and regulations for pitching
requirements pertaining to only having to havepivet foot (one foot) in contact with the
pitching plate is allowed.

2. Courtesy Runners

a. Atany time the team at-bat may use courtesgets for the pitcher and/or the catcher. The
same runner may not be used for both positionghBieihe pitcher nor the catcher will be
required to leave the game under such circumstances

b. The courtesy runner can be anyone not curramtlye batting order. It cannot be the same
person for both. If no subs are availablefttine last batted out is to be utilized as the
courtesy runner.
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c. A player may not run as a courtesy runnerhergitcher or the catcher and then be used as a
substitute for another player in the half inning.
d. In 10 and Under with machine and in Flea, no cayrtenner for the pitcher is allowed.
3. Extra Players (EP)
a. A maximum of 2 EP’s (Extra Players) can belwsell levels of GRPA softball.

4. Per the “Return to Play Act of 2013”, effeetifanuary 1, 2014, all agencies are required to
provide concussion education material to all yquahticipants and their parents. The
verification of compliance to this law is affirmég the signature of the agency director on the
GRPA roster.

SECTION B — LENGTH OF GAMES

1. A regulation game shall consist of:

a. Flea, Mite, and Midget six (6) innings.
b. Juniors and Seniors seven (7) innings.
c. All Fast Pitch Softball will have a 1:40 mtauime limit and then revert to the
ASA Rule 5, section 11. The gastoek shall start at the first pitch of the game.
Exception — Championship and “if” games.
2. International Tie-breaker: After the regulatgemme or time limit has expired the
International tie-breaker will be used. The lasteduled batter will be placed on second
base. This will continue until a winner is detemsdl. Refer to ASA rule 5, Section 11.
3. The score of a forfeiture game shall be reabaie7-0.
4, All GRPA district and state level tournamentngg must be played to conclusion.
(EXAMPLE: Game starts on Monday and is rained auhe second inning — game resumes
at the next playable opportunity regardless of flerag delay or postponement from the exact

point that the game was delayed or postponed.)

5. State Tournaments in softball shall bebdelimination, and it is recommended that distric
level tournaments also be double-elimination.

6. A game shall be considered complete after(yennings with eight (8) runs, four (4)
innings with twelve (12) runs or three (3) inningsh fifteen (15) runs aheadcluding
championship game and the if-needed championsiniye g&he run rule will apply at all
times.
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SECTION C — SPECIAL PROVISIONS

1. SHORTHANDED RULE.

a.To start a game:
A. a game may begin or finish with one & required to start.

B. The vacant position must be listed laghe batting order.

C. An out will be recorded when the vacasdipon in the batting order
is scheduled to bat.

b. To continue a gamence started with a full team listed on the ligeeard:

A. If a team begins play with the requiradnber of players as listed, that team
may continue a game with one less player thaanently in the batting order
whenever a player leaves the game for any reait@mn than ejection. Under
no circumstances shall a team be permitted td blasss than 8 in Fast Pitch,
2)less than 10 in fast pitchwhen using two EP’s.

B. If playing shorthanded and a substiarteses, the substitute must be inserted
immediately into the vacant spot. If the substittefuses to enter for any
reason that player becomes ineligible for theaienher of the game.

C. If the player leaving the game is a rmor batter, the runner or batter shall
be declared out.

D. When the player who has left the ganseieduled to bat, an out shall be
declared for each turn at bat. An inning or theng can end with an automatic
out. The player who has left the game cannotmetuthe line-up.

EXCEPTION: A player who has left the game underlttood rule may return even after
missing a turn at bat.

EFFECT: Failure to have the required number ofildigplayers to start or continue a game
will result in a forfeit.

A team can start and/or continue a game with gatghyters, whenever a player leaves the
game for any reason other than ejection. In amditivhenever the player who has left the
game under this exception cannot return to thedméexception not used in co-ed). A
player on the team bench that has participateddrgame may enter the game to replace an
injured player in any spot in batting order wherpédyers have played. No player removed
by an umpire from the game because of injury ccteje may re-enter.

A substitute removed may re-enter Eegal substitute for an injured player only if all other
players have played when the team is reduced $ates 8 players (less than 9 players for
pitching machine division).

The manager, coach or captain of a team maksudpstitution must immediately notify the
plate umpire who will suspend play and announceckiznge. Substitutes do not have to be
listed on line-up card.

3. The choice of first or last at-bat (home — wistdesignation) shall be determined immediately
prior to a tournament game by a coin toss supahbyehe Tournament Director or his/her

representative, except championship game is(apwbelo

a. In Championship Game the undefeated teahhawk the choice of home or visitor. In the

“IF” game, home or visitor will be determined byicdoss.
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During the school year youth cannot start a game after 10:00 PM on weekdays. All
games will be scheduled to start no later than@&®l on Friday and Saturday nights but
may be played in emergency situations (rain, defayame, etc.).

A maximum of 2 EP’s (Extra Players) will be alied in GRPA softball.

No team may play more than 3 games in a daypexceler extenuating circumstances.
(weather, power failure, etc.)

A substitute will be allowed to re-enter onediduring a game.

ARTICLE Ill - EQUIPMENT

SECTION A — APPROVED EQUIPMENT

1.

Rubber-molded, cleated shoes are approved éinuslea, Mite, and Midget divisions. Steel
spikes are EXPRESSLY PROHIBITED and shall be tikateillegal equipment in the Flea,
Mite, and Midget divisionsSteel cleats are allowed in the Junior and Seniorivsions of
fast-pitch softball. All other shoes must meet ASA Rule Book StanslaBinooth and soft-
soled athletic shoes including tennis or basketfalkes are acceptable.

A minimum of three new ASA approved softballssinioe available for each game. The official
ball shall be that as permitted for play in ASAidiget and up will hit 12” softballs, and mite
youth will hit 11" softballs core .47 Optic Yelloball. (pg. 62 H/l) The Georgia ASA ball rule is
in use. Allow ASA and/or GHSA approved ball andhiist be Optic yellow with raised seam .47
cor. (375maximum) and can have a synthetic covée 10 and Under with machine ball may
be smooth seam.

Regulation home plate, pitcher’s plate, and $aball be used for all girls divisions.

Gloves or mitts may be worn by any player agjlas the glove or mitt meets National
Federation Standards.

Helmets with face mask must be worn by battease-runners, and on deck participants in youth
softball. No player can play without a face ma3ke penalty will be treated as illegal
equipment. Chinstraps are recommended. No hestcshding is allowed. A dive back to a base
is not considered a slide.

Youth catchers must wear mask with throat ptotsand a catcher’s helmet with ear flaps or a
batting helmet with a wire face guard and throatgxtor. (The helmets must cover the ears and
back of the head. (Wearing a chest protector amdguiards is MANDATORY )

The double base is Mandatory for first base.

Checkwww.asasoftball.confior complete and up-to-date list of legal bats.
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SECTION B — UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS

1. Team uniforms for softball will consist of matiaty or like-colored jerseys with a factory-type

non-duplicating number on the back at least sixr@)es in height. It is strongly recommended
that all team personnel be attired alike. Thedbsdy color determines matching jerseys. The
logos, numbers, trim, etc., do not have to matt¢hafbasic color is the same. No other youth
sports organization patches will be allowed onamifs in GRPA tournaments. Penalty — lllegal
Equipment.

Team caps are not mandatory. If caps or vaa@svorn they must be baseball/softball style
caps with no vulgar or obscene words or graphitisb@iallowed. Tournament Director will
make final decision. Caps do not have to match.

. Shorts are acceptable. It is recommended,diutequired, that all players on a team wear the
same color shorts. GRPA does not adhere to ASAsfsdiding pants rule.

lllegal uniforms will be treated as illegal egonent.

Managers, coaches, or team scorers who coadiafies must be attired in staff shirts or jerseys
that are identical in style and color of each ath@nly three adults are allowed in dugout area.

The bat boy/girl shall wear a uniform as requiirethis rule except that is it not mandatory that
his/her uniform be identical in style or color wite team. Bat boy/girl must be in that age
group or younger. They must wear batting helmets.

SECTION C - PLAYING FIELD REQUIREMENTS

1. The following field specifications are requirked all games:

a. Girls Division
0] Distance between bases shall be:
Flea & Mite — Sixty (60) feet
Midget — Sixty (60) feet
Junior and Senior — Sixty (60) feet

(i) Pitching distance shall be:
Flea & Mites with machine — Forty (40) feet
Mite/Live — Thirty-five (35) feet
Midget — Forty (40) feet
Juniors — Forty (43) feet
Seniors — Forty (43) feet

(i) Minimum outfield distance from home plate:
Mites — shall not be less than one-hundredfifiyd 150) feet/maximum of 225’
Midget — one-hundred and seventy-five (175)/feaximum of 225’
Junior and Senior — two-hundred (200) feet/mmaxn of 225’
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2. The batter’s box, coach’s boxes, and threelfnethalfway from home plate to first base shall
be in accordance with current ASA rules.

3. ltisrequired that a loud-speaker public anmeument system and scorer’s area located
favorably to the umpires and conducive to accuaatetimely scoring be made available for the
game.

4. The Agency Host shall be responsible for sethagthe playing field requirements meet GRPA
specifications.

ARTICLE IV — GAMES AND AWARDS

SECTION A — DISTRICT

1. A minimum of two (2) registered ASA or GHSA aifals must be used in district level games.

2. District level competition in girls’ softball i® be completed as follows:

a.

Flea, Mite, Midget, Junior, and Senior Divisdtistrict levels completed by the Saturday
before the State Tournament.

SECTION B — STATE

1. Procedure: In the event a state tournament cannot be congplatin the scheduled time frame
and more than 40 percent of the scheduled gameshb®an completed, the following procedures
may be used to break ties among teams in the saobénsthe bracket. The tournament may be
extended by the tournament director after confgrwith the State Athletic Committee

Chairman.

a. The team which advanced the farthest in th@evia bracket.

b. Win-lose records, except among undefeated teams

c. If only two teams are tied for a position amyd played each other, the winner of the game
will be declared champion. EXCEPTION: If Champioipsis not played and teams did not
play each other in tournament, then they shalldmaded co-champions.

d. The teams shall be ranked according to thedemms allowed per game played.

e. If atie still exists, the team shall be rankedording to the most runs scored per game
played.

f. If atie still exists, by a coin toss.

g. There shall be no mound on the field for STaternaments.
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ARTICLE V — OFFICIALS AND PARTICIPANTS
SECTION A — GAME OFFICIALS, PLAYERS, AND OTHER TEAM MEMBERS

1. A minimum of two (2) approved or Certified ASAGHSA game officials in at least their third
year or more of membership in ASA or GHSA and ohartered ASA or GHSA Umpires
Association must be used.

2. All team members not actually participatinghe game, to include coaches and manager, must
stay within the confines of the dugout or dugogsagxcept to coach the bases from the coach’s
box or talk with players during a called time.

ARTICLE VI — PROTESTS AND APPEALS
SECTION A — PROTESTS FOR SOFTBALL RULES INFRACTIONS

1. The judgment decision by an umpire on any plka}l $10t be protested.

2. Protests on misinterpretation of the rules #osvad to the Umpire-in-Chief and if accepted as
valid by the Tournament Director. The Tournameme€ior shall coordinate any such protest
and shall serve as the odd-numbered member obtineament protest committee as determined
prior to the game by the Agency Host in coordimatioth the District Commissioner for District
level competition and with the State Athletic Corttee Chair for State Levels of competition.
If a protest is accepted by the Tournament Diredtonust be made by the certified coach or
responsible person in charge of the team at the dithe alleged infraction. A full explanation
of the protest will be recorded by the official smoand retained in the official scorebook for
reference. All such protests are to be immediatetgd upon by the Protest Committee and
before play is continued. If the decision of thetBst Committee is appealed to the State
Athletic Committee, it must be done so in timedory action to be resolved prior to the next
game of either team involved.

(See Rule I, Article IV, Section C-11 for protest ammittee organization and responsibility —
Page 56)

3. No protest on rules interpretation will be adedpafter the next pitch (legal or illegal).
SECTION B — APPEALS

NOTE: See Article | of Rule II.

FLEA AND 10 AND UNDER PITCHING MACHINE FAST PITCH S OFTBALL RULES

All rules governing Flea (7 & 8 year olds) and @l ainder in GRPA athletics will be in effect with
exceptions the following:

1. All pitching will be done by an electric powerpiiching machine using an underhanded
delivery from forty (40) feet at 37 mph except Fdea, which will be forty (40) feet at 34 mph.
The machine must be a minimum of 12" off the grownith a maximum of 24” from the bottom
of the wheel. In the employment of the electric-pogd pitching machine, machine height is
important. The machine will be mounted on flat gra@and the short legs will be used.
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If a Jugs Jr. machine is used, ball should begal in machine from top.

A qualified official will be stationed behindéttatcher to call balls and strikes. The second
official will be stationed behind the machine tedemachine and act as base umpire. Machine
officials will be responsible for any adjustmerdaghe machine and will present the ball to each
batter prior to feeding machine.

. When a batted ball hits a pitching machine, theitenieeding the machine, or the extension

cord off the ground, it is considered a “DEAD BAISINGLE” and batter/runner will be
awarded first base with all runners moving forwiufdrced. If a batted ball hits a defensive
player then hits the machine, the batter is awafustdbase and all other runners move up one
base, if forced. Ball is dead when ball hits maehMvhen a thrown ball hits the pitching
machine or the extension cord off the ground, ttossidered a “DEAD BALL” and played as if
thrown out of bounds.

An 8’ deep by 12’ wide rectangle box centeredtenpitching plate in which the player in the
pitching position must remain until the pitch ididered. Defensive player must have at least
one foot inside the box at time of the pitch.

No player shall be intentionally walked morerttmace per game. Count remains 3 and 2 until
ball is hit or a strike-out occurs.

Players will be eligible for only one Flea ord@d under division.

Ten defensive players shall be used in accoedaith the following positions: one (1) each of
catcher, pitcher, first baseman, second basemiath iiseman, and short stop; and four (4)
outfielders.

Two EP’s (Extra Players) may be used in accaredam GRPA rules.

Bunting is allowed in Mite w/machine. A lineashbe drawn in the infield at the same distance
as the pitching distance. No infielder is allowedront of the restrictive line until after the

ball is delivered through the machine, outfielder®ain in outfield grass area, and the pitcher
must remain in the boBunting is not allowed in the Flea division.

Penalty: The penalty for violation of this rde is Delayed dead ball and the batting team
having the choice of the result of the play or noifch will be declared. A team warning will
be issued on the ¥ offense, & offense head coach ejected.

Fake bunts are not allowed. If a batter shogvbunt and then swings, an out will be called.
Stealing is allowed with the following limitafis:

a. A player cannot steal home.

b. A base runner can steal wihe ball reaches home plate, and then only onedzhssnce is
allowed.
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(i) If athrow becomes an overthrow during aestdbase attempt, the one-base restriction
will apply for stolen bases only (ball is dead,atvance).

(i) If the machine throws a ball that is uncatble (to wide or too high) it will be called no
pitch and runners cannot advance.

c. Runners must maintain contact with the basi tinet ball crosses the plate. The penalty is
an out.

d. If athrown ball hits the machine or umpirediegy the machine, each base runner is awarded
one base.

e. Stealing is not allowed in the Flea division.
12. Infield fly rule is in effect.
13. A courtesy runner may be used for catcher only.

14. Youth Softball with machine— when play has edate umpire will call time and all play will be
stopped in machine pitch softball. The ASA looklbaule does not apply in pitching machine
softball.

10 AND UNDER LIVE FAST PITCH SOFTBALL SPECIAL RULES

=

Infield fly rule is in effect.

2. Helmets with face mask are required. A playsmot play without a face mask. The penalty
will be treated as illegal equipment.

3. Runners may steal per ASA guidelines. Penalaynisut if leave too soon.

Nine (9) defensive players will be used (thratield players).

»

A courtesy runner may be used for catchertochpr.

o
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RULE IX - YOUTH SWIMMING AND DIVING

ARTICLE | — ELIGIBILITY

SECTION A — CLASSIFICATIONS

1. Allow within district lines for individuals toampete in the nearest or adjoining departments
with the following restrictions:

a.

b.

Home or county agency has no swimming program.

No recruiting by the adjoining agency.

Cannot cross district lines.

Host agency endorsed participant.

Cannot pass over a program to participate athan agency. (Exception: see |. below).
Must participate in the sport/program in thesHagency/program.

If the participant resides in class “A” Countig/she cannot compete in “B/C” county.

Host agency must notify the District Athletib&@r with list and home-county of each
crossover participant. The district must forwdrd information to the State Host & State
Athletic Chair.

Participants must be approved by their Disthtitletic Chair. Any and all protest of
crossovers must be done prior to district commetitiOnce they are approved they are legal
throughout district and state.

When a private agency is the only provider pfagram and a participant must purchase a
membership plus pay fees then the participanthvilallowed to participate with an agency

across county lines.

If a swimmer lives within a subdivision thatoempasses multiple counties or agencies, that
swimmer can choose the agency to compete with.

To allow a participant to compete foetsame team in GRPA that they do year round, as

long as it is a GRPA agency team. The participaumgt have a USA swim membership card

presented at the time of participant check-in. 2@ tlay turnover period would be required
for USA swimming membership as outlined in USA swimg guidelines.

2. Class A — Agencies of 15,000 youth populatiomore.

3. Class B/C — Agencies of less than 15,000 yoaffufation or any agency who appealed B or C.

4. There is no classification for diving. ClassB\,and C will compete as one group at one State
Meet.
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5. All state, federal, private, military, or otlvetated organizations participating are subject to
youth population criteria to meet classificationdglines.
SECTION B — AGE DIVISIONS

1. There are five (5) age divisions for boys antsgiThe age divisions are as follows: (Cutoff
Date - age prior to June 1.)

Swimming Diving
a. 7-8 7-8
b. 9-10 9-10
c. 11-12 11-12
d. 13-14 13-14
e. 15-18 15-18

2. Relay participants in District competition mayadjfy for the State Meet by Agency name only.
Names of relay participants are required, and reéaticipants may be changed, added or
substituted, provided that their names appear ein &gency’s Official GRPA Roster and that
they did not participate in a different age divisicAgencies must send in qualifying individual
results and they can only be entered in the statt m the events they swam in the qualifying
meets.

3. Participants in swimming relays cannot changenfpreliminaries to finals unless due to illness
or injury. A relay team found to contain an indbilgi swimmer or swimmers shall be
disqualified. Substitutes must come from alternstésd on roster.

a. If a swimmer misses an event during finddeytare disqualified from the remainder
of the meet in their individual event(s) and relafr relays if alternate is listed and
present he/she may replace disqualified swimmer.

b. During relays the person cannot change boketorder can change.

4. Youth coaches must be certified by one of tileviong programs: NYSCA- swimming, ACEP,
GHSA, US SWIMMING, NCAA COACHES CERTIFICATION, otaff member.

5. Any player or coach ejected from a game foporismanlike conduct will be suspended for one
game, in addition to the game from which ejectedin the case of an individual event within a
meet or match, for the duration of that event.

SECTION C - ENTRIES

1. All rosters and entries shall be submitted leydhte specified by the State Host. The district
host must complete state meet entries and submnyt gmeet to be double checked by each of the
teams from the district, before submitting to tteeshost. If submitted electronically you must
also submit hard copy. Swimming Rosters must bedygnd in alphabetical order. Each age
group shall be on a separate roster.

2. A district having only one team participatingsiwimming and diving may enter the State Meet,

provided all rules and regulations concerning eatrg eligibility as described in this Manual are
met.
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Individual competitors may enter a maximum ob twdividual swimming events, two relay
events, and two diving events in which he/she hadified for at the agency or district meet.

Relay teams must be composed of members fromhgeecy team, and not a district-wide relay
team or participants from more than one Agency Tellames of relay entries must be
submitted to the state host prior to the stateyatdgndline with the understanding that they can
be changed prior to their competition. Agenciesallowed two alternates per relay event (to be
used in the event of injury or sickness) and tladt®enates must already be on the official GRPA
roster.

All agencies must enter swimmers as a team @ni@fRoster Forms. Entries must be made by
Agencies and not to be entered by associationguésa or individual teams.

The Recreation Agencies will be responsibletierentries and all monies getting to and being
paid to the State and to the State Host.

If an individual competitor swims up in an ageision for relay competition, he/she may swim
their individual events in their age-eligible dias throughout the entire meet.

In all events, a maximum of three (3) entriek @ accepted in any classificatioAny ties at
the district or agency competition must be decidetiefore entries are sent to the state host.
Four (4) or more entries will not be accepted leystate host.

Class “A” Agencies:

1.

Agencies with 1500 or more competitive swimnaard divers that are registered locally to
participate in GRPA competition shall be awardeeeh(3) entries in each swimming event and
unlimited entries in each diving event at the Skét without district competition.
(Participants in swim lessons and “open swim” dbauunt toward this total)

Districts who have agencies with 1500 or momaetitive swimmers and divers within their
district will be awarded three (3) entries in swimgand three (3) entries for each diving event
in the state meet. All other districts will be aded three (3) entries in each swimming event and
unlimited entries in each diving event at the SkMét. (Participants in swim lessons and “open
swim” do not count toward this total)

For agencies utilizing this provisipa certified letter must be signed by the agenaoyotior
stating the agency has 1500 competitive swimmeyg&rs and above) participating in their
swim program. District must approve and send ttegidor to the district swim entry meetiog
June ¥, whichever comes first. (Participants in swim éessand “open swim” do not count
toward this total)

Class “B & C” Agencies:

1.

Each district shall be awarded three (3) entnesvimming and unlimited entries in diving
events at the State Meet.

ARTICLE Il - REGULATONS

SECTION A — GOVERNING RULES (US SWIMMING AND DIVING )

1.

The GRPA State Swimming and Diving Meet shalgbeerned by this Manual. In any situation
which may not be covered by this Manual, the Mee¢®or, in consultation with the GRPA
Swimming and Diving Sub-Committee if he deems ttessary, shall have the authority to make
the final decision.
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2. All situations not specifically covered by ti&anual concerning meet regulations, shall be
handled in accordance with the current US Swimnaimgj US Diving Rule Book.

3. Both GRPA state meets will file applicationsiwidS Swim to have the meet classified as a US
Swim Observed Meet so the times will be recognized.

4. All participating agencies are required to atted one of the three statewide swim meetings
to cover the rules and regulations for the state sm meet. Agencies that do not attend
must pay a fine of $200 to the GRPA office.

5. Per the “Return to Play Act of 2013", effectd@nuary 1, 2014, all agencies are required to
provide concussion education material to all yqualticipants and their parents. The
verification of compliance to this law is affirmég the signature of the agency director on the
GRPA roster.

SECTION B — EVENTS

1. Swimming events in each age division for boyd ginls are as follows: (Length of competition

in yards)

(A) 7-8 and 9-10 (B) 11-12, 13-14, and 15-18
Yards / Style Yards / Style
50 / Freestyle 100 / Freestyle
100 / Medley Relay 200 / Medley Relay
25 | Freestyle 50 / Freestyle
25 / Breast Stroke 50 / Breast Stroke
100 / Individual Medley 100 / Individual Medley
25 / Back Stroke 50 / Back Stroke
25 / Butterfly 50 / Butterfly
100 / Freestyle Relay 200 / Freestyle Relay

2. “A”, “BIC" Meet

a. Using an eight (8) lane pool, swimmers shakbdeded in preliminary heats according to US
Swimming guidelines. The top eight (8) times [8dp (6) times in a six lane pool] from the
preliminaries shall advance to the Finals. If ¢hare eight (8) [six (6) in a six lane pool] or
less swimmers in an age group entered in a sirngtethat event will be swam as a timed
final during the preliminary heats.

3. Schedule of Competition (“B” — “C” State Champship will have swimming only.)

Finals for all age groups

Friday 7:00 AM Swimming Warm-ups for 7 & 8 and &QJnder

9:00 AM Open Ceremonies and Swimming Prelimemfor 7 &
8 and 10 & Under

4:00 PM Or three hours following completion of [prenaries
swimming finals

Page 127



GRPA Athletic Manual

Saturday 7:00 AM Swimming warm-ups for 12, 14 a8d& Under
9:00 AM Swimming preliminaries for 12, 14 and &&Jnder
4:00 PM Or three hours following completion of

preliminaries swimming finals

SECTION C - SPECIAL PROVISIONS

1. All rules for swimming the strokes, for startalaurns, and for relays, shall be taken directly
from the current US Swimming Rule Book.

2. Swimmers less than 13 years of age cannot svaar suits that go below the knees or extend
below the shoulders.

3. Rules for Diving:

a. All rules for dives and conduct of events shalin accordance with the rules as outlined in
the US Diving Rules Book, except as noted othenlvesein.

b. Divers may qualify for one- and three-meterrgse
c. Diving sheets are due by 6:00 PM the nightrgnacompetition.

d. Diving order of events: determined by host.

10.No other youth sports organization patches wilalb@ved on uniforms in GRPA tournaments.
Penalty- lllegal Equipment

SECTION D - DIVING COMPETITION

1. Diving Requirements shall be as follows:

a. 7-8,9-10 Age Group (1 and 3 Meter) — fivet@@al dives
(1) Front Approach and Jump DD 1.0

(i) Back Approach and Jump DD 1.0*
(i) 101 DD 1.7
(iv)  Two (2) optional each from different group® as listed

b. 11-12 Under Age Group (1 and 3 Meter) — fivet@Bal dives
(i-a) Front approach and jump DD 1.0
OR
(i-b)  Back approach and jump DD 1.0*

(i) 101 DD 1.7
(i)  Three (3) optional each from different gpsuDD as listed

c. 13-14 Under Age Group (1 and 3 Meter) — sixt¢8al dives
(1) Three (3) voluntary dives from different ggs DD 1.7

(i) Three (3) optional dives from a minimumatifferent groups DD as listed
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d. 15-16 Under Age Group (1 and 3 Meter)
(1) Three (3) voluntary dives from different ggpDD 1.7

(i) Four (4) optional dives from a minimum oftd#ferent groups DD as listed
e. 17-18 & Under Age Groups (1 and 3 Meter)
(1) Four (4) voluntary dives from different gqoaiDD 1.7

(i) Four (4) optional dives from a minimum ofd&ferent groups DD as listed.

*On three meter, the back approach will be repldgea front line-up DD 1.0.

ARTICLE Il = FACILITY/EQUIPMENT/TIMING

SECTION A — FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT

1.

The facility for the State Meet shall meet stndd as set forth by US Swimming and US Diving
for an 8 (eight) or 6 (six) lane pool.

The pool shall be equipped with acceptable depthsstarting blocks on both endslane
dividers, backstroke flags, and a recall rope.gbal cannot have starting blocks on both ends of
the pool, then touch pads will be required at lsottis.

The diving well will be a minimum of 12 feet ged he springboard shall be 20 inches wide and
16 feet long, level, and covered (the whole lengtith an adequate nonskid material. A
mechanically and readily adjustable fulcrum betwees is required.

All other items as necessary for the succesgfatation of the meet, such as adequate seating,
restrooms, concessions, watches, pistols, etdl,lmharovided by the Host Agency for District
and State Competition.

SECTION B — TIMING

1.

Fully-automatic electronic timing with touch ashall be required for State level swimming
competition, and is highly recommended for Distaoipetition. Times shall be reported to two
decimals places only (100ths of a second). Tima# bk listed in hundredths only. All state
records shall be reported to the hundredth of argkwith no rounding off.

Two back-up timing systems shall be availablallaimes when electronic timing is being used.
This could consist of (a) a manual backup builb itite timing system plus one watch per lane or
(b) three watches per lane. Two across-the-boarshfjudges shall be used at all times with
either backup system.

ARTICLE IV - MEETS AND AWARDS

SECTION A - DISTRICT

1.

No additions or substitutions are allowed adtetries have been submitted. Entries are final
once they have been submitted to the State Hogéndies and Districts have the sole
responsibility of verifying the accuracy of eachrgn

. A copy of the district results will be forwardealthe State Host along with the State entries.

Official rosters are to be signed by the tournanaémctor from district competition. Birth
certificates are not required from district competi. EXCEPTION: Agencies with over one-
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thousand five-hundred (1508vimmers conducting their own qualifying meet maigdbmit an
official roster signed by the agency director alovith birth certificates for verification. The
State Host will verify the information for accuraagd sign the roster.

Each agency will be allowed only two (2) coacbeghe deck during the state meet.

The name and contact information of the DistBaim Meet Coordinator, each participating
team’s department representative, and all swimhesmwho participated in the district
competition, must be faxed or emailed to the dtat# within forty-eight (48) hours of the
conclusion of the district meet.

SECTION B — STATE

1.

Seeding of all preliminaries will be done in @aadance with US Swimming guidelines. The
finals shall be seeded (in accordance with US Swigrguidelines) with the eight (8) fastest
times [six (6) fastest times in six lane pool] fréme preliminaries in both the “A” and “B,C”
State Meet. The diving order will be drawn by I&tlaces will be awarded by time for
swimming or total score for diving.

A scratch meet will be held prior to every swimgiand diving meet. During said scratch meets,
all entries can be verified and bona fide entrgmrcan be corrected.

SECTION C - AWARDS

1.

“A”, “B/IC” Meet: Awards will be given to the topight finishers in each event from the finals.
Awards given are per state awards contract andatdensubstituted or changed. If emergencies
arise then the state athletic committee chair msatiation with the GRPA Executive Director
will determine what course of action to take. Madal be given for each place shall have red,
white, and blue drape in plastic cases with clekdward cases will be labeled by place and
must have swimmers name, place, time and date (HX-Weet Manager can produce and stick
label on back cover).

ARTICLE V — DISQUALIFICATIONS AND PROTESTS

A participant may be disqualified from an evimtfailure to swim a stroke correctly or

exhibiting unsportsmanlike conduct. Any protestlarification of this decision must come from
the participant’s coach or Agency representativg.dwio parents shall be allowed to file a

protest or approach any official while the Meeniprogress, subject to the disqualification of

the swimmer for the duration of the meet. A prostsdll be filed with the Meet Director, who

then has the authority to take it to the State &tblCommittee, if he deems necessary, or make a
ruling on the spot. Judgment disqualifications carbe protested (i.e., disqualifications on a
stroke). 2010 manual swim pg 6 rule 1

A swimmer will be disqualified if two or moredges agreed that a false start occurred by the
same swimmer (dual confirmation). The swimmer wicag notified at the end of the race.

ARTICLE VI — OFFICIALS AND THEIR DUTIES

SECTION A — HOST OFFICIALS

1.

The Host Agency shall be responsible for praxgdall officials (US Swim and National
Federation High School Swim Officials Accepted)emsary for the proper management of the
State Meet, including starter, stroke and turn @gjdinish judges, timers, scorers, clerk of
course, awards personnel, announcer, diving judgebany others deemed necessary by the
Host Agency.
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SWIMMING ORDER OF EVENTS

Friday Saturday
STROKE & STROKE &
EVENT DISTANCE AGE GROUPS EVENT DISTANCE | AGE GROUPS
1 50 Free 7 -8 Girls 33 100 Free 11 - 12 Girls
2 50 Free 7 - 8 Boys 34 100 Free 11 -12 Boys
3 50 Free 9 - 10 Girls 35 100 Free 13 - 14 Girls
4 50 Free 9 - 10 Boys 36 100 Free 13 - 14 Boys
5 MR 7 & 8 Girls 37 100 Free 15 - 18 Girls
6 MR 7 & 8 Boys 38 100 Free 15 - 18 Boys
7 MR 10 & Under Girls 39 MR 12 & Under Girls
8 MR 10 & Under Boys 40 MR 12 & Under Boys
9 25 Free 7 - 8 Girls 41 MR 14 & Under Girlg
10 25 Free 7 - 8 Boys 42 MR 14 & Under Boys
11 25 Free 9-10 Girls 43 MR 18 & Under Girls
12 25 Free 9-10 Boys 44 MR 18 & Under Boys
13 25 Breast 7 - 8 Girls 45 50 Free 11 - 12 Girls
14 25 Breast 7 - 8 Boys 46 50 Free 11 - 12 Boys
15 25 Breast 9 - 10 Girls 47 50 Free 13 - 14 Girls
16 25 Breast 9 - 10 Boys 48 50 Free 13 - 14 Boys
17 100 IM 7 - 8 Girls 49 50 Free 15 - 18 Girls
18 100 IM 7 - 8 Boys 50 50 Free 15 - 18 Boys
19 100 IM 9 -10 Girls 51 50 Breast 11 - 12 Girls
20 100 IM 9 - 10 Boys 52 50 Breast 11 - 12 Boys
21 25 Back 7-8 Girls 53 50 Breast 13 - 14 Girls
22 25 Back 7 - 8 Boys 54 50 Breast 13 - 14 Boys
23 25 Back 9-10 Girls 55 50 Breast 15 - 18 Girls
24 25 Back 9 - 10 Boys 56 50 Breast 15 - 18 Boys
25 25 Fly 7 - 8 Girls 57 100 IM 11 - 12 Girls
26 25 Fly 7 - 8 Boys 58 100 IM 11 - 12 Boys
27 25 Fly 9-10 Girls 59 100 IM 13 - 14 Girls
28 25 Fly 9 -10 Boys 60 100 IM 13 - 14 Boys
29 Free Relay 7 & 8 Girls 61 100 IM 15 - 18 Girls
30 Free Relay 7 & 8 Boys 62 100 IM 15 - 18 Boys
31 Free Relay 10 & Under Girls 63 50 Back 11-12 Girls
32 Free Relay 10 & Under Boys 64 50 Back 11-12 Boys
65 50 Back 13 - 14 Girls
66 50 Back 13 - 14 Boys
67 50 Back 15 - 18 Girls
68 50 Back 15 - 18 Boys
69 50 Fly 11-12 Girls
70 50 Fly 11 - 12 Boys
71 50 Fly 13 - 14 Girls
72 50 Fly 13 - 14 Boys
73 50 Fly 15 - 18 Girls
74 50 Fly 15 - 18 Boys
75 Free Relay 12 & Under Girls
76 Free Relay 12 & Under Boys
77 Free Relay 14 & Under Girls
78 Free Relay 14 & Under Boys
79 Free Relay 18 & Under Girls
80 Free Relay 18 & Under Boys
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RULE X - YOUTH AND ADULT GOLF

ARTICLE | — ELIGIBILITY

SECTION A — AGE DIVISIONS

1. There are seven age divisions for competitiogoif. The age divisions are as follows:
(Cutoff Date - age prior to August 1)

a.

b.

f.

7 & 8 year old Boys and Girls (Must be 7 by agstrol date)
11 and Under Boys and Girls
13 and Under Boys and Girls
15 and Under Boys and Girls
18 and Under Boys and Girls

19 and Over men and women
(Adults will be a two-day tournament with hangidast day and play tournament next day.)

55 and over men and women.

2. Allow within district lines for individuals toamnpete in the nearest or adjoining departments
with the following restrictions:

a.

b.

C.

Home agency has no program.

No recruiting by the adjoining agency.

Cannot cross district lines.

Host agency endorsed participant.

Cannot pass over a program to participate ath&n agency.

Must participate in the sport program in thesHagency program.

If live in an “A” class county you cannot contgén “B/C” county. Must compete in nearest
“A” county. “B/C” may compete up in “A”

Host agency must notify the District Athletiba@r with list and home county of each
crossover participant. The district must forwarfbito the State Host and Athletic Chair.

Participants must be approved by District Aticl€hair and any and all protest of crossovers

must be done prior to district competition. Onperaved, they are legal throughout District
and State.
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Youth coaches must be certified by one of tileiong programs: NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA, or

SIMPLY THE BEST.

Any player or coach ejected from a game fapantsmanlike conduct will be suspended for one
game, in addition to the game from which ejectedin the case of an individual event within a
meet or match, for the duration of that event.

SECTION B — ENTRIES AND FEES

1.

An agency may not submit more than five (5)ieatper division in each age classification.
(APPROVED RULING: A district by majority vote anaicsent of at least one State Athletic
Committee member may increase or decrease the muwhbeetries in district level
competitions).

A district not conducting a district golf toumant may allow multiple agencies to represent the
district at the state tournament.

ARTICLE Il - REGULATIONS

SECTION A — GOVERNING RULES

1.

GRPA golf tournaments shall be governed by ciimaéles and regulations of the United States
Golf Association (USGA), with the exceptions as rbayfound in this manual.

Per the “Return to Play Act of 2013", effectdanuary 1, 2014, all agencies are required to
provide concussion education material to all yquahticipants and their parents. The
verification of compliance to this law is affirmég the signature of the agency director on the
GRPA roster.

SECTION B — EVENTS

1.

Events in GRPA golf tournaments shall have @wis for male/female in the following
competition formatAll divisions: Individual competition

The tournament hosts with the approval of tfeeSAthletic Committee shall determine the
pairings and tee times for all divisions.

SECTION C — SPECIAL PROVISIONS

1. GRPA golf tournaments shall be scored withogard to handicap in all Youth Divisions.

Adults will use handicap system to determine donsof play only.

2. Players in all youth divisions shall walk theicge. Any player in the youth division shall be

able to use a pull cart. Players in adult divisishall be required to ride.
Competition in all divisions except 11 and unsleall consist of 18 holes, one-day play.

Adult Men and 18 & Under Boys Golf — blue tees.

Boys 13 & Under, Boys 15 & Under, and 55 & Ovewkite tees.

Boys 11 & Under, All Female divisions except fo&B year olds — red tees

7 & 8 Boys and Girls — 100 Yards from green on ®ay 150 Yards from green on Par 4’s and
200 Yards from green on Par 5’s

Page 133



GRPA Athletic Manual

Youth — morning tee times.
Adult — morning and/or afternoon tee times.

Double par is the highest score allowed on ang im GRPA district and state tournament play.

No other youth sports organization patchekhlallowed on uniforms in GRPA tournaments.
Penalty — lllegal Equipment

ARTICLE Ill - EQUIPMENT

SECTION A — APPROVED EQUIPMENT

1.

Equipment to be provided by the host agencysiePA golf tournaments shall include the
following:

a. Scorer’s table located in an area favorabteédournament officials and conducive to
accurate and timely recording of results and pgsteores. It is recommended that an
information table near the scorer’s table and Ispelaker public address system be made
available.

b. An adequate number of golf carts to be mad#éadola for use in adult competition.

ARTICLE IV — TOURNAMENT AND AWARDS

SECTION A — DISTRICT

1.

Each district shall have the right to condugioivn golf tournament in a manner approved by the
majority of the participating district agencies grdvided any exceptions to the rules in this
manual are approved by a district’'s State Athl€oenmittee Member. District or host agencies
are responsible for all district awards.

SECTION B — STATE

1.

2.

o

All state golf tournaments (youth and adult)lsba set by the State Host
Any revision of dates must be approved by tlaeSAthletic Committee Chair.

All first and second place finishers in all dimns at the district level shall qualify for thate
tournament. Others are allowed at the discreticdh®fState Tournament Host.

Each district’'s Tournament Director is respolesfbr submitting state entries to be in the hands
of the state host fourteen (14) days prior to tagegournament. Failure to meet this shall result
in DISTRICT DISQUALIFICATION from the state tournamnt.

Entries shall consist of the following:
Example:
District; Age, Division, Sex; District Place
First & Last Name, Agency, Result
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ARTICLE V — OFFICIALS
SECTION A- OFFICIALS

1. Members of the State Athletic Committee shaesas the Tournament Committee (Jury of
Appeals) and the Chair shall serve as Associatenbooent Director for the state tournament.
Each District Commissioner is encouraged to progidémilar authority for district tournaments.

SECTION B — COMPETITORS AND ATTENDANTS

1. USGA rules regarding the conduct of players gpettators to include language, throwing or
slamming of equipment, slow play, cheating, gantlorinking, and flagrant violations will be
strictly adhered to.

ARTICLE VI - DEFAULTS

Any default will result in that agency being fin#i0.00 per person and any participant that
withdraws from State competition will be suspenttech GRPA golf competition for one year.
(Youth violations responsible only for default féelult violations responsible for default fee and
suspensions.)

ARTICLE VII - PROTESTS AND APPEALS
Protests and appeals are authorized only undedatigpns found in Rule Il of this manual.

(See Rule I, Article IV, Section C-11 for protest ammittee organization and responsibility —
Page 56)
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RULE XI - YOUTH AND ADULT VOLLEYBALL
ARTICLE | — ELIGIBILITY

1. There are nineteen divisions of play (Cutofféatge prior to September 1.) participant must be
7 years old by the age control date. The divisames

YOUTH
a. 7&8co-ed f. 7 & 8 boys k. 7 &8qirls
b. 10 & under co-ed g. 10 & under boys l. 10 & ungiels
c. 12 & under co-ed h. 12 & under boys m. 12 & ungids
d. 14 & under co-ed i. 14 & under boys n. 14 & ungiels
e. 17 & under co-ed j. 17 & under boys 0. 17 & ungdiels
ADULT
a. Women
b. Men’s Open
c. Co-ed
d. Church Co-ed

2. A patrticipant is allowed to compete in eithemmen’s or men'’s divisions in addition to the co-ed
division.

3. Any player or coach ejected from a game foportsmanlike conduct will be suspended for one
game, in addition to the game from which ejectedin the case of an individual event within a
meet or match, for the duration of that event.

ARTICLE Il - REGULATIONS
SECTION A — GOVERNING RULES

1. The accepted guide for adult volleyball at @lldls is governed by the current rules and
regulations of the USVA, authorized by the Inteioral VVolleyball Federation, with the
exceptions as may be found in this manual is tkeged guide.

2. Perthe “Return to Play Act of 2013", effectid@nuary 1, 2014, all agencies are required to
provide concussion education material to all yquahicipants and their parents. The
verification of compliance to this law is affirmég the signature of the agency director on the
GRPA roster.

SECTION B — LENGTH OF GAMES

1. Aregulation game will be fifteen points, altlgbua team must win by two.

2. A match will consist of the best two out of thigames.

3. Scores of forfeits will be recorded as 15-0 egaime of the match and 3-0 for the match.
SECTION C — SPECIAL PROVISIONS

1. No game in State Tournament can start befoi@ FNd on weeknights.

2. A team must have six (5) players to start otioole a game. They may continue with (5) as
long as the player leaves for any other reason efeution.
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A coin toss will determine the choice of teamaaor the service. The winner of the toss chooses
either playing area or the right to serve first.

In co-ed tournament play a minimum of threefé@ales must be in the game at all times.

Substitution — refer to U.S.V.B.A. Official Rsle

All protests will be settled before the nexelivall.

a.

Score of Defaulted Gamelf a team does not have sufficient players ta stgame, or fails
to play after the first referee requests play tgitethat team loses by default.

Commentary Scoring and Results of the Gamdf a team defaults a game dudddure to
have sufficient players to starta game at the scheduled time, the score shalldmeded as
15-0. The team may call no timeouts until the legahber of players is present to play. An
interval of up to 10 minutes shall be allowed tog team to have sufficient players to play
the next game. If the team has six players prguémtto the expiration of this interval, play
shall begin immediately. If, after the 10 minutéerval, a team does not have at least six
players present and ready to play, the match bballeclared a default. If a match is
forfeited then the team will be placed in the l¢sbracket.

The net height will be:

7 & 8 co-ed - 6’

10 & under co-ed — 6’

12 & under co-ed — 7’5"

14 & under co-ed — 7’5"

17 & under co-ed — &

Men - eight (8) feet

Women - seven (7) feet five (5) inches for women
Co-ed - eight (8) feet

ARTICLE Ill - EQUIPMENT

SECTION A — APPROVED EQUIPMENT

1. The game ball will be a U.S.V.B.A. approved lzadtl shoes are mandatory.

SECTION B — UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS

1.

A uniform for adult volleyball is defined aseam shirt or jersey with numbers on the front or
back identical in style and color with players be same team. No other youth sports
organization patches will be allowed on uniform&RPA tournaments. — Penalty — lllegal
Equipment

SECTION C — COURT REQUIREMENTS

1. The court will be set to regulation U.S.V.B.Afical dimensions. Any changes must be
approved by the State Athletic Chair.
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ARTICLE IV — GAMES AND AWARDS
SECTION A - DISTRICT

1. District level competition in all divisions ofdleyball is to be completed by the second Sunday
in November.

SECTION B — STATE

1. All Divisions shall begin the next weekend uslédalls on a holiday weekend (must be
approved by the State Athletic Committee.).

ARTICLE V — OFFICIALS AND PARTICIPANTS
SECTION A — HOST

1. Host Agency shall provide a minimum number ahpetent adults for scorers, Tournament
Director, and a minimum of two (2) officials appealby the State Chair.

2. The Host Agency shall be responsible for praxgdd.S.V.B.A. approved volleyballs.

SECTION B — GAME OFFICIALS

1. A minimum of two (2) sanctioned USVBA officigber court shall be used in district and state
level GRPA competition. All officials should be le#tr USVBA certified or in the process of
certification.

ARTICLE VI - PROTESTS AND APPEALS

SECTION A — PROTESTS AND VOLLEYBALL RULES INFRACTIO N
1. The judgment decision by an official on any péénall not be protested.

2. Protest on misinterpretation of the rules al@add to the referee and if accepted as valid by th
Tournament Director. The Tournament Director sbadirdinate any such protest and shall serve
as the odd-number member of the Tournament PrGtsimittee as determined prior to the
game by the Agency Host in coordination with thetbct Commissioner for District level
competition and with the State Athletic Committe®a for State levels of competition. If a
protest is accepted by the Tournament Directonust be made by the certified coach or
certified staff in charge of the team at the tim¢he alleged infraction. A full explanation will
be given by the protest committee before play r#tioaed. If the decision of the protest
committee is appealed to the State Athletic Conamjtit must be done so in time for any action
to be resolved prior to the next game in whichegitleam is involved.

(See Rule I, Article 1V, Section C-11 for protest ammittee organization and responsibility — Page 56)

3. No protest on rules interpretation will be adedpafter play continues following the alleged
infraction.

SECTION B — APPEALS
NOTE: See Rule Il Article | — Page 61
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RULE XIl — YOUTH SOCCER

ARTICLE | — ELIGIBILITY

SECTION A — AGE DIVISIONS
1. There are twelve age divisions of play: (Cuiddite - age prior to August 1)

a. 7 Yr.Old Coed (Must be 7 by the age contréépa

b. Under 10- Male / Coed

c. Under 12- Male / Coed

d. Under 14- Male / Coed

e. Under 16- Male /Coed

f. Under 18 — Male / Coed

g. 7 Yr. Old Girls (Must be 7 by the age contiate)

h. Girls Under 10

i. Girls Under 12

j. Girls Under 14

k. Girls Under 16

|.  Girls Under 18

2. Youth coaches must be certified by one of thievieng programs: NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA,
GYSA, or SIMPLY THE BEST.

3. Any player or coach ejected from a game fapantsmanlike conduct will be suspended for one
game, in addition to the game from which ejectedin the case of an individual event within a
meet or match, for the duration of that event.

SECTION B — CLASSIFICATION

1. (Combined Class A, B and C}- This shall be for teams that are an integral @acompetition
in local league play for their local member reci@atgency.

Page 139



GRPA Athletic Manual

ARTICLE Il - REGULATIONS

SECTION A — GOVERNING RULES

1.

Youth soccer at all levels is governed by theesu rules and regulations of GHSA, GYSA and
U.S. Youth Soccer except as noted in this manual.

Per the “Return to Play Act of 2013, effectdanuary 1, 2014, all agencies are required to
provide concussion education material to all yqualfticipants and their parents. The
verification of compliance to this law is affirmég the signature of the agency director on the
GRPA roster.

SECTION B — LENGTH OF GAMES

1. Regulation games shall consist of two (2) 30utarhalves in the 7 yr old sc & Under 10

division.
Regulation games shall consist of two (2) 30utarhalves in the Under 12 division.
Regulation games shall consist of two (2) 35utarhalves in the Under 14 division.

Regulation games shall consist of two (2) 40uterhalves in the Under 16 and Under 18
divisions.

All matches have a minimum of 5 minutes at liaftfe.

For GRPA District and State playoff games, ifteam has won the match at the end of
regulation play, one 10-minute overtime period walkt be used to break the tie. The teams will
exchange ends after 5-minutes of play and a 2-mimérval. The 10-minute overtime is

played to conclusion as there is NO golden goal.

If no goals are scored during the overtime playest of 5 FIFA kicks from the penalty mark

will be taken to determine the winner. If stikdi at the end of the 5 kicks, sudden death ki¢ks (i
the first team makes their kick in sudden deathstrednd team will have the opportunity to
match the goal) from the penalty mark will takegalavith each team naming a new five players
to take the kicks. If the score is still tied aféxhausting all players on the roster, the finst f
players may be named to kick again.

Inclement Weather Plan:

a. Play as many games as possible as scheduled

b. Move game times back and start later

c. If game times have to be moved back play redueed geriods not to be less than 20
minutes.

d. Consider playing on Sunday if teams and faciliy available

e. If Sunday is not an option and teams do not wan¢tiarn another weekend then we would
go to penalty kicks as a last resort.

f. Penalty kicks should only be utilized as a lasbreand GRPA prefers that they be used after
games have been able to start but cannot be cadpléno other choice remains then
penalty kicks would be utilized to determine themar.
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8. Soccer Mercy Rule

In accordance with the National Federation alloveafioc a state adoption when there is a
competitive imbalance between the teams, the mailtbe shortened as follows:

1. If a team iseven (7pr more goals down at the midpoint of the firstf hi¢at will be
considered the end of the half, and the teamsplail a twenty (20) minute second half.

2. If a team iseven (7pr more goals behind at halftime, the secondwgllioe restricted to
twenty (20) minutes.

3. When a team in (10)or more goals behind in the second half, the gaitide terminated.

SECTION C - SPECIAL PROVISIONS

1. Ateam should have eleven players to start aegaxoept for the 7-8, Under 10 and Under 12,
which start with eight (8) members. A team maysfinwith seven (7) players except for Under
10 and Under 12, which may finish with six (6).téam may continue with one less player as
long as the player did not leave the game by gecti

2. Substitutions
a. A substitute who desires to enter the game Bhalt the center line or report to the scorer,
giving his/her jersey number and the number ofpllager being replaced. If the entry is
made at a time other than between periods, thesssball cause the timer to signal
immediately after the whistle has sounded. Thestswite shall remain at the center line or
the scorer’s table until an official beckons thayar onto the field of play.

b. When there is no official scorer and time, maag substitutes shall report directly to the
nearest official from the official area or be at tenter line.

c. Either team may substitute:
(1) Between Periods
(i) On a goal kick
(i)  When play is stopped for an injury (theungd player shall be replaced)
(iv)  When a player is cautioned
(v) Disqualification of a player

d. A team having gained possession of the balfirow-in or corner kick may substitute as
many players as it desires provided each playatrtise center line and has reported before
the ball goes out of bounds. The team causingaledygo out of bounds shall not substitute
at this time.

e. When a team repeatedly substitutes to consiomee an official shall order the timer to stop
the time clock during such substitutions and shatlify the coach of the offending team the
repetition may be construed as unsportsmanlike weind

f. A player leaving the field of play during theogress of the game without the consent of an
official (except through normal movement of plalgah be guilty of unsportsmanlike
conduct unless stopping play to assess the penmaliid be an advantage to the offending
team.
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g. Entry onto the field of play by a substitutajrter, or coach is prohibited without the
approval of an official.

h. When play has stopped, one of the players efield may change places with the
goalkeeper. Any time the goalkeeper is changedffamal shall be notified.

3. No new game should be originally scheduled df¢e@0 PM on weekdays. All games will be
scheduled and start no later than 10:00 PM on ¥iaaa Saturday nights but may be played in
emergency situations (rain, game delays, etc.)

ARTICLE Ill - EQUIPMENT
SECTION A — APPROVED EQUIPMENT
1. Shoes are mandatory for play in all divisions@écer as specified by GHSA Rule Book.
a. Ages Under 14 and above may wear screw-ing;lbat Under 12, Under 10, & 7 year must

wear shoes with rubber-molded cleats or smoothssdéd shoes, such as tennis or
basketball shoes.

2. The approved soccer balls for division are #ews:
a. The 7 year old divisions will use a #3 haadss synthetic ball
b. The Under 10 & Under 12 divisions will usédahand-sewn synthetic ball.
c. The Under 14, 16, and 18 divisions will usébadh#nd-sewn synthetic leather ball.
SECTION B — UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS
1. A uniform for youth soccer shall be a jerseyes) stockings and shin guards. No other youth
sports organization patches will be allowed orfarms in GRPA tournaments. — Penalty —
lllegal Equipment

2. A jersey or team shirt must be alike in styld anlor with players on the same team and must
have factory type numbers on the front or back.

3. The jersey of the goalkeeper shall be distindiffierent from that of any teammate, opponent, or
referee and does not require a number.

4. Itis recommended that each team have 2 seisifofrm shirts of different colors.
SECTION C — PLAYING FIELD REQUIREMENTS
1. The following field specifications are required all games:

a. 7-yrold Division

Width: Minimum 20 yards, Maximum 30 yards
Length: Minimum 25 yards, Maximum 35 yards
Goal: 6 feet high minimum-7 feet maximum,

10 feet wide minimum-12 feet wide maximum
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b. Under 10 and U 12 Division

Width: Minimum 40 yards, Maximum 60 yards
Length: Minimum 60 yards, Maximum 100 yards
Goal: 6 feet high minimum-7 feet maximum,

18 feet wide minimum-21 feet wide maximum
c. Under 14, 16 & 18

Width: Minimum 50 yards, Maximum 80 yards
Length: Minimum 100 yards, Maximum 130 yards
Goal: 8 feet high, 24 feet wide

ARTICLE IV — GAMES AND AWARDS
SECTION A — DISTRICT

1. District level Competition in all divisions &fouth Soccer is to be completed by the last
Saturday in November.

SECTION B — STATE

1. State Tournaments in all Divisions of Youth Saowill be held the first weekend
in December.

ARTICLE V — OFFICIALS AND PARTICIPANTS
SECTION A — HOST
1. The Host Agency shall provide a minimum numbdesampetent adults for scorers and timers, a
Tournament Director, and two (2) officials approvsdthe State Athletic Chair. The referee
will be responsible for keeping the official time.

2. The Host Agency shall be responsible for praoeduct by spectators.

3. The Host Agency shall be responsible for praxgdhe game ball in accordance with GRPA
specifications in these rules.

4. The Host Agency shall be responsible for sethagthe playing field requirements meet GRPA
specifications.

5. The Host Agency must supply mesh scrimmageindhbe case that teams have the same jersey
color.

SECTION B — GAME OFFICIALS
1. A minimum of two (2) officials must be employf state level GRPA competition. These

officials must be approved prior to the tournammnthe State Athletic Chair. It is recommended
that these officials be GHSA or USSF certified.
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ARTICLE VI — PROTESTS AND APPEALS
SECTION A — PROTESTS FOR SOCCER RULES INFRACTIONS
1. The judgment decision by the referee on any gl not be protested.

2. Protests on misinterpretation of the rules arenadlbto the referee and if accepted as valid by
the Tournament Director. The Tournament Direct@llstoordinate any such protest committee
as determined prior to the game by the Agency khosbordination with the District
Commissioner for District level competition and vihe State Athletic Committee Chair for
state levels of competition. If a protest is at¢edpby the Tournament Director, it must be made
by the team coach or responsible person in chdrtieedeam at the time of the alleged
infraction. A full explanation of the protest wile recorded by the official scorer and retained
for reference. All such protests are to be immedtijaicted upon by the protest committee and
before play is continued. If the decision of thetpst committee is appealed to the State
Athletic Committee, it must be done so in timedaory action to be resolved prior to the next
game of either team involved.

(See Rule I, Article IV, Section C-11 for protest ammittee organization and responsibility —
Page 56)
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RULE XlIll = YOUTH FOOTBALL

ARTICLE | — ELIGIBILITY

SECTION A — AGE DIVISION

A child must attain the age of 7 for District & Stae Competition in any event or sport of

3.

GRPA, prior to the age control date for that eventor sport.

There are three (3) age divisions only for ydotitball.
(Cutoff Date - age prior to September 1)

a. 12 year old division shall be 12 and underrgocSeptember®i(Midgets).
b. 10 year old division shall be 10 and undermiaSeptember®i(Mites).
c. 7 &8 year old division (cannot turn 9 bef@eptember®)

Youth coaches must be certified by one of tileviong programs: NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA,
USA FOOTBALL, SIMPLY THE BEST or EXCELLENCE PLUS.

Any player or coach ejected from a game foportsmanlike conduct will be suspended for one

game, in addition to the game from which ejectedin the case of an individual event within a
meet or match, for the duration of that event.

SECTION B — ENTRIES

1.

Any agency may enter as many teams as theiratisiows, provided the State Athletic
Committee does not set a limit on the number.

Host agency will have the option of enteringoat team in the state “regional” football
tournament. The host team must win the regionatder to advance to the State Championship
game.

Districts may designate a roster deadline, df anly if, it conducts a season schedule. This
deadline must be prior to the final scheduled isgrame.

ARTICLE Il - REGULATIONS

SECTION A — GOVERNING RULES

1.

Youth football at all levels is governed by therent rules and regulations of the Georgia High
School Association Constitution and By-Laws, andh®/National Federation Edition of
Football Rules for the current year, with excepgias noted in this Manual.

- no electronic communication devices allowed

Per the “Return to Play Act of 2013, effectdanuary 1, 2014, all agencies are required to
provide concussion education material to all yqualticipants and their parents. The
verification of compliance to this law is affirmég the signature of the agency director on the
GRPA roster.
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SECTION B — LENGTH OF GAMES

1. Aregulation game shall consist of four (4) &uote quarters.

a. Each team shall be allowed three (3) time outhpér

b. Half-time shall consist of no more than 10 minutes.

GRPA State Play limits the number of football gameger team to two games per day with
a minimum of a 3 hour rest period between games.f €xtenuating circumstances exist the
state chair or designee must be notified.

SECTION C — SPECIAL PROVISIONS

1. Ateam must have ten (10) players to start atinae a game. They can continue the game if the
removed player leaves for any reason other thattieje There is a roster limit of 30 players
and once the roster has been submitted, it becoffieial and no changes can be made. Teams
should have records of all check-ins from distificti state play.Team Book/Information should
consist of GRPA roster with jersey numbers anchladrtificates in alphabetical order.

2. The maximum weight limit for any player to reeea hand-off or pass from scrimmage is 150
pounds (12 and under), and 125 pounds (10 and uadérl00 pounds (7 & 8). Any player
ineligible to carry the ball must wear a red stijpeless a team has red helmets and then the
stripe will be white) diagonally on the back of itheelmet. Maximum weight players must play
on the line (players not eligible to run the ballshplay tackle to tackle) and must be in a 3 or 4
point stance. Coaches will be responsible for naanirig the stripes and making sure players are
in the correct playing position. lllegal particiat, by a maximum weight player, during the
game will result in the player being removed fonmum one game (4 quarters) suspension,
and a minimum two games (8 quarters) suspensiothédnead coachPlayers with striped
helmets are eligible to punt and kick on kick-offdield goal attempts.

a. A player's weight is defined as that weight ethis determined by approved or certified
scales when the player weighed at their officiaiglhren. No player will be allowed to
totally strip for a weigh in and must have at leg@gh shorts on at all times. Players should
be in alphabetical order for weigh-ins and a caatwbuld be present with their roster and
birth certificates in alphabetical order, as well.

b. Weights shall be determined prior to the gameligital scales or balance type scales,
furnished by the Host team. Spring scales araootptable.

(1) The Official Weigh-in shall be conducted tiwours prior to game time. Players not
making the weight limit at the Official Weigh-inahbe permitted a second or
alternate weigh in conducted one hour prior to géme.

(i) Teams not desiring to weigh-in two hoursgopto game time shall be permitted to
weigh-in one hour prior to game time but no altezn&'eigh-in will be allowed.

(i) Failure to meet the weight requirementai¢rnate Weigh-in shall constitute game
ineligibility to carry/handle the ball.
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(iv)  Players absent from their first game must weigpriar to any following or

subsequent games. Once weight requirement hasmeteplayers will not be

required to reweigh during same legllay unless challenged/protested

(ie: District and State). Weigh-indlwie required again at state level. Teams advagnitom
district to championship play will not be requiredreweigh. Players attempting to make we
after district may reweigh at regionals. Playéet tlo not make weight at district or regional
may not make weight for state finals.

1f a player is found to have not weighed in, penajtfor player and/or

coach will be as follows: Penalty-EJECTION FROM FACILITY AND PLAYER
EJECTION FOR THE REMAINDER OF TOURNAMENT .

(v)  All players will be weighed regardless of positermd the actual weight will be
recorded on the official roster priotthe first game played. Each team will be
allowed two weight protests per gartiglayer is deemed eligible, protesting team
will be charged with a time out. If @me outs have been used, then an unsports-
manlike penalty will be assessed.pfayer is deemed ineligible, it will result in
the player and coach ejections andsmualification of team from tournament.

All protests must be made prior to ¢baclusion of the game. (All protested players
must weigh within a five pound variarade¢he weight limit prior to first game
of that division of play whether in Bist or State).

If a child/player is found to be overweight at oféil weigh-in, they will be ineligible
to carry or advance the ball in that game. They meigh in again for the next game.
THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTION TO READING OF OFFICIALGALES!

Any team(s) found utilizing ineligible players will be penalized either

by player ejection and/ or team forfeiting the gars.

Weight Clarification/Interpretation Applicable when a player was within weight to hiznokall

with the 5Ib. variance and then discovered outSitles. during event ... see below)

Regarding eligible ball carriers being challenged then found to be outside of the five pound varéa
(variance is five pounds from original weigh in glat)... the player's helmet will be striped and thai}

be unable to carry the ball and must play tacki@atkle from that point on until weight limits ameet. However,
players with striped helmets are eligible to purd &ick on kick-offs/field goal attempts.

Please remember if this is not the scenario thempémalties outlined in the manual will still apphihe

child in the example above must have been eligiblearry the ball and then found to be outsidefithe

pound variance. If they are inside of the five pdbwariance there is no penalty and the challenggam

will be assessed a timeout or an unsportsmanlikalpe

c. All players whose names appear on the OffiR@dter must have met the weight requirement
prior to the State Championship finals to be elgtb handle ball.

APPROVED RULING: If one of the teams to play in a State Champigndbies not have a game
within one week of the State Championship gamey/gptashall be allowed to weigh for
official purposes at the Official Weigh-in of tharge in which the team’s opponent for
the Championship games is determined, or on timaé lay by a State Athletic
Committee Member not associated with the team agenc

3. Mercy rule— Beginning in the fourth quarter or any timehe fourth quarter a team gains a 21-
point lead the clock will run continuously for thalance of the game except after touchdowns
and during timeouts, injuries, penalties and scotethe losing team gets within seven points
the clock will return to regulation.

Page 147



4.

10.

GRPA Athletic Manual

The playing field shall be 100 yards in lengthIdr12, and 80 yards for 7-8 and 9-10. Kick-
offs will be from the 30 yard line for 9-10 and %érd line in 11-12 divisions. There will be no
kick-offs in the 7-8 division. The ball will begted on the 20 yard-line to begin play.

All kick-offs out-of-bounds will be placed on thé $ard-line or at the point of the out-of-
bounds whichever is greater. If the receiving téambles the kick-off out-of-bounds, the ball
will be placed at that point.

The offensive team must verbally state their intendf punting before leaving their huddle.
After a verbal declaration of punting, the clocKlwtop until the change of possession. There
will be no punts in the 7-8 division the ball will be marked 30 yards from the line of
scrimmage or half the distance from inside the 2@yine by the referee. The ball cannot be
spotted deeper than the 10-yard li&el0 division puntswill be a dead ball kick; all defensive
players will take a knee during the kick exceptdae defensive punt receiver. The ball will be
spotted where the receiver catches or controlbdhie All punts must be from long snapped
formation. Delay of game can still be called ettepugh punts are dead ball. 1fh-12 division
starts out as a dead ball and once the puntercisntrol of the snapped football the official
blows the whistle and the play becomes live, tHertse must have seven men on the line of
scrimmage and two players whom cannot be no maire Shyards off the line of scrimmage, this
allows for two punt receivers for the punt retugarh. The intent of the rule is to keep teams
from developing a wedge prior to the ball beconling, and to help aid in the realism of the
punt return portion of the game. By Rule, 11-12ifion Punts become live once the official
whistles in that the punter has control of the peapfootball which at that moment makes the
punt returnable or gives the opportunity for a kkxt punt. No fake punts will be allowed.

All coaches are required to stay within the bouredaof the coaching box with noted exceptions
in the 7-8 and 9-10 divisions — one coach is albwmethe huddle of the offensive and defensive
team. Once the huddles are broken, the coachés haek up at least 10-yards. Coaches on the
field are not allowed to communicate/talk to th@ayers after the huddle is broken (penalty is 5
yards). No coaches will be allowed on the fieldha 11-12 division. The coaches’ box extends
from the 25-yard line to the 25-yard line. Thesa@limit of 5 coaches on the sidelia@d all 5
should have the same color shirt on.

The time allowed to snap the ball after it has baerlared ready for play is 30 secoridsthe
flea division, the football may be placed paralleto the line of scrimmage to assist in
snapping the ball.

If a game ends in a tie, the 10-yard line overtpracedure will be used with the ball being
placed on the 10-yard line with each team gettisgrees (this is the same procedure used by the
GHSA except the ball will be placed on the 10-yiard). I and 2¢ Overtime will use 10 yard
procedure and'3overtime will use penetration with the ball placedthe 10 yard line.

In the 7-8 division, a defensive player is notakal to line up over the center. As a result of
this rule, there will be no quarterback sneakse QB must be led by a running back if running
up the middle. The QB may run outside the guandisthere are no direct snaps to anyone other
than the quarterback. The penalty for this infoacts the same as illegal formation.

Defensive linemen must be in a 3 or 4 point stanhaay player tackle to tackle is considered a
lineman on the line-of-scrimmage. Linebackerski@ato tackle) must be off the line-of-
scrimmage — depth must be the back of the fartmeshan position. The penalty for this
infraction is the same as being off sides.
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11.Extra Points and Field GoaBlayers with striped helmets are eligible to punt ad kick on
kick-offs/field goal attempts.

Flea 8U Football- 1 point for running in the end zone
2 points fagsing into the end zone

Mite 10U Football — 1 point for running or passing
2 points facking thru the uprights

(Dead Ball with no rush, defense can raisalkamnd try to block only — no jumping. The ball
must be snapped to holder whom places on standang® kicking tee and holder does not have to
hold ball while ball is being kicked; in fact, kier can actually adjust ball after being placed on
kicking tee by holder) Ball would be placed on tegulation 3 yard line on a 100 yd. field. On an
80 yard field, a field goal attempt would be fro@yiards off the face of the goal/uprights.

Field Goal attempts have the same rule except teeanded 3-points

Midget 12U Football— 1 Point for running or passing
2 Paior kicking thru the uprights

(Dead Ball with no rush, defense can raisadhamd try to block only — no jumping. The ball
must be snapped to holder who holds football oitlirkg block or ground for the extra point, once
the official sees that the snapped ball is in placéhe holder; the official blows the whistle ahe
kicker must immediately kick the extra point) Billplaced on 3 yard line. Penalty is delay of
game.

Field Goal attempts - the same rule except t@aarded 3-points

ARTICLE Ill - EQUIPMENT
SECTION A — APPROVED EQUIPMENT
1. Shoes are mandatory for play in youth footbaihgs.

a. Shoes which have plastic, nylon, hard rubbetloer synthetic materials, and which have
cleats which are detachable are not allowed.

b. Shoes with rubber-molded cleats are permissitsl@re smooth, soft-sole shoes such as
tennis or basketball shoes.

2. The approved footballs are as follows (teams os®ytheir own ball as long as it meets the
below specifications):

a. 12 and Under:Wilson TDY; Spaulding J2Y; McGregor MSJ; RawlingRB; Voit CF7S;
Wilson F1544; or other youth size football.

b. 10 and Under:Wilson TDJ or any other junior size football.

c. 7 & 8: Wilson K2 or equal

Page 149



GRPA Athletic Manual

SECTION B — UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS

1. A uniform for youth football shall include helmeith face guard, 2 or 4 point chin strap snaps,
shoulder pads, football pants with pads protedtireghips, thighs and knees, and jersey with
numerals on front and back. It is mandatory thgtlayers wear such uniforms. No other youth
sports organization patches will be allowed onamifs in GRPA tournaments. — Penalty —
lllegal Equipment

2. Mouth pieces must be worn by all players in the gamd meet current GSHA requirements.
They should be attached to the helmet and vistbtbé game officials. They cannot be clear.

3. GRPA waives the GHSA position numbering system irequents.
SECTION C — PLAYING FIELD REQUIREMENTS

1. The playing field and surrounding immediate aleall be in accordance with the specifications
of the GHSA rules. Please refer to C-4 in thidieac

2. The Host Agency shall be responsible for sethagthe playing field requirements meet the
proper specifications.

ARTICLE IV — GAMES AND AWARDS

SECTION A — METHOD OF TEAM ENTRY

1. The State Athletic bracket Committee will set fhate-wide pairings after the Fall meeting
(October). The State Committee may, at its opiniestrict the number of entries from an
agency. The agency must meet all eligibility regunents of a GRPA member.

2. The process of selecting finalists will be saglimination.
3. The State regionals and finals of Class “A” and @l be awarded by bid process at State
President’'s Assembly. State finals will be rotad@dan odd/South and even/North as selected by

the State Athletic Committee. District 1, 2, &hdre considered South. District 4, 5, and 7 are
considered North. District 6 will be based on toma of entries/regional host.

4. Awards as determined by State Athletic Committes Bieam trophy for first and second and
individual medals for first and second place.

ARTICLE V — OFFICIALS AND PARTICIPANTS
SECTION A - HOST
1. The Host Agency shall provide a minimum numbdesampetent adults to serve as a statistician,
a play-off director, and approved game officialaatordance with Rule Il Article IV. The
statistician must be agreeable by both agencigsygldhe game prior to kickoff and he shall

keep all necessary records for the game.

2. The Host Agency shall be responsible for pragerduct of spectators.
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3. Teams may provide their own game ball as longragets GRPA specifications.

4. The Host Agency shall be responsible for sethagthe playing field requirements meet GRPA
specifications.

SECTION B — GAME OFFICIALS
1. A minimum of four Approved or Certified Game ©féls (qualified game official in their third
year or more of membership with a certified offisiassociation acceptable by the Georgia High
School Association and designated by GHSA Standesds) approved official for Football)
shall be employed for State level GRPA competitisirict levels must use at least three (3)
Officials as stated in Rule Il, Article IV, Secti@h
ARTICLE VI - PROTESTS AND APPEALS
See Rule Il Article |

(See Rule I, Article IV, Section C-11 for protest ammittee organization and responsibility —
Page 56)

Exception: Weigh-ins would follow procedures listecherein.
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RULE XIV — FLAG FOOTBALL
ARTICLE | — ELIGIBILITY
SECTION A — AGE DIVISION
1. For Adults: 18 and over (age prior to Decembef durrent year).
ARTICLE Il - REGULATIONS
SECTION A — GOVERNING RULES

1. The accepted guide for GRPA tournament gameB,ttwe exceptions found in this manual, is
the Official NIRSA (National Intramural Recreatidr@ports Association) printed in the current
edition of the rules and official’s manual.

2. Any player or coach ejected from a game for ortspanlike conduct will be suspended for one
game, in addition to the game from which ejectedin the case of an individual event within a
meet or match, for the duration of that event.

3. Per the “Return to Play Act of 2013", effectd@nuary 1, 2014, all agencies are required to
provide concussion education material to all yquafticipants and their parents. The
verification of compliance to this law is affirmég the signature of the agency director on the
GRPA roster.

SECTION B — LENGTH OF GAMES AND GAME MANAGEMENT

1. Aregulation game shall consist of 44 minutégded into two halves of 22 minutes each with
the clock running. The last 2 minutes of each bhadll be regulation clock. The half time shall
consist of 5 minutes. When overtime is used, thdlidoe a 3-minute intermission.

2. All games will be scheduled and start no latant10:00 PM on Friday and Saturday nights but
may be played in emergency situations (rain, gaeteydetc.)

3. All GRPA district and state games must be plagecbnclusion.

4. State tournaments in Flag Football shall be RdRobin Pool Play as described in Rule XIV
Article V Section A. Brackets and pool shall bewn by State Athletic Committee’s Bracket
committee.

5. All team members not actually participatinghe game must stay within the confines of the
team area as specified by host agency.

6. A minimum of three (3) approved officials fosttict play and four (4) on the state level.
ARTICLE Ill - PROTESTS AND APPEALS
1. The judgment decision by an official on any piaall not be protested.
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2. Protests on misinterpretation of the rules #osvad to the head referee. The Tournament
Director shall coordinate any such protest and sleaVe as the odd-numbered member of the
Tournament Protest Committee as determined pritreé@ame by the agency host in
coordination with the district commissioner fortdis level competition and with the State
Athletic Chair for state level competition. All duprotests are to be immediately acted upon by
the Protest Committee and before play is continued.

(See Rule 1, Article 1V, Section C-11 for protest ammittee organization and responsibility — Page 56)

3. No protest on rule interpretation will be acegpafter the next snap of the ball.
4. For appeals see Rule Il Article | of this manual

ARTICLE IV — EQUIPMENT
SECTION A — APPROVED EQUIPMENT AND UNIFORM REQUIREM ENTS

1. Rubber-molded, cleated shoes are approved ér 8mooth and soft-soled athletic shoes
including tennis shoes or basketball shoes areptaivie.

2. Balls — Host to furnish.

3. Flags will be provided by host. Flags will e triple threat or equivalent quality with three
flags per belt.

4. Team uniforms for Flag Football will consistroftching or like-colored jerseys with factory-
type non-duplicating numbers on the back at leashshes height. No other youth sports
organization patches will be allowed on uniform&RPA tournaments. — Penalty — lllegal
Equipment

5. lllegal uniforms will be treated as illegal eguoient.

6. Shorts or pants worn must be without pocketsetirioops.
SECTION B — PLAYING FIELD REQUIREMENTS

1. The following field specifications are requirked all games:

a. Adult Division:
(1) Playing field shall be 40 yards wide and 3}@@ds long; four 20 yard sections and
two 10 yard end zones. As specified in rule 1-R8I rule book.
(i) The agency host shall be responsible for seeirtghbkalaying field meets GRPA
and NIRSA specifications. Site selection committesey alter field dimensions as
needed.

ARTICLE V — FLAG FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT FORMAT

SECTION A — ROUND ROBIN POOL/TIE BREAKER

1. The top 2 teams from each three team round tehgue will advance to the championship
playoffs, which are single eliminations.
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2. All forfeits will be governed by NIRSA rules.
3. If atwo-way tie exists, it will be decided by wheat whom in head-to-head competition.
4. If athree-way tie exists, it will be decidedfefows:
a. Forfeit — a team that forfeits is dropped ® lthwest possible play among the three tied

teams.

b. The difference between total points scoredusetstal points allowed. For example A
defeated B 7-0, B defeated C 7-6, and C defeat#d-8.

Team A Team B Team C
7 0 0 7 6 7
6 13 7 6 13 6

13 13 7 13 19 13

Diff =0 Diff = -6 Diff = +6

Thus team C finishes first, team A finishes selcand team B does not qualify.

c. If two teams have the same point differentlan who beat whom in head-to-head
competition will determine playoff placement.

d. If two teams have scored the same number otpdhen head-to-head competition will
determine playoff placement.

e. If all three have scored the same number aftpaihen the fewest points allowed will
determine playoff placement.

f. If two teams have allowed the same number aftgpthen head-to-head competition will
determine playoff placement.

g. If all three teams have allowed the same nurabpoints, then the following procedure will
be used:
(1) The three teams will play a round robin (& B, B vs. C, and C vs. A) tournament
using the NIRSA National Collegiate Flag Footbalilébook Tie game procedure
(Rule 3-2-5).

(i) Win-loss record, then point differentiabipts scored and points allowed (see items
B-G above) will determine playoff placement.

(i) If atie still exists, a coin toss witle held with the odd team being eliminated.

5. The host will post all results as soon as ptssib all teams will know in advance who will play
whom in the final single elimination round.
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RULE XV — Cheerleading

ARTICLE | - ELIGIBILITY

SECTION A — AGE DIVISIONS

1. There are four age divisions for cheerleadingtd@ Date as “age as of December 31 of current
year)

a.

b.

C.

d.

7 & 8 Flea Division (Must be 7 by the age cohtiate)
10 and under Mite Division
12 and under Midget Division

14 and under Junior Division

2. Allow within district lines for individuals toampete in the nearest or adjoining departments
with the following restrictions:

a.

b.

Home county or agency has no program.

No recruiting by the adjoining agency.

Cannot cross district lines

Host agency endorsed participant

Cannot pass over a program to participate ath&n agency.
Must participate in the sport program in thesHagency program.

If live in an “A” class county you cannot contgén “B” or “C” county. Must compete in
nearest “A” county. “B” or “C” may compete up ir\"

Host agency must notify the District Athletiba@r with list and home county of each
crossover participant. The district must forwarfbito the State Host and Athletic Chair.

Participants must be approved by District Atigcl€hair and any and all protest of crossovers
must be done prior to district competition. Onperaved, they are legal throughout District
and State.

4. Youth coaches must be certified by one the follgygpnograms: NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA, or
SIMPLY THE BEST.

4. Any player or coach ejected from a game fopornsmanlike conduct will be suspended for one
game, in addition to the game from which ejectedin the case of an individual event within a
meet or match, for the duration of that event.
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ARTICLE Il - REGULATIONS

SECTION A — GOVERNING RULES

1. GRPA meets are governed by the current rulesegudations set by the National Federation
Spirit Rules Book and the GHSA Competitive Cheatieg Manual minus the exceptions as
may be stated in this manual.

2. Perthe “Return to Play Act of 2013", effectia@nuary 1, 2014, all agencies are required to
provide concussion education material to all yqualhticipants and their parents. The
verification of compliance to this law is affirmég the signature of the agency director on the
GRPA roster.

SECTION B — SPECIAL RULES

A.
B.

Cheerleading is a sport in each classification.

All cheerleading competitions must be conducte@uting to the rules of the “National
Federation Spirit Rules Book” and the “GHSA Comipeti Cheerleading Manual.”

NOTE: National Federation rules dealing with safaty to be followed in any cheerleading
practice or performance. It is recommended, bunhmartdatory, that cheerleaders practice
stunts on one or more 6'x42' cheerleading mats fwiperforming stunts in a team routine.

. A competitive cheerleading team is comprised ofsaximum of sixteen performers.

1. Ateam mascot (if used) is included as one of tkeaen performers.
2. A department may have a roster greater than siyiedormers, and may use any
combination of eligible cheerleaders in any contfmetiin each specific division.
3. All team members must be dressed in the adoptddronthat displays the
department identification (i.e., letter, monogranmascot symbol, etc.) EXCEPTION: The
mascot is exempt from this rule.

. The competitive area is a 42'x42’ blue cheerleadivay, and the routine must be performed

within the boundaries of the competitive area.

A full set of cheerleading mats (42'x42’) must eed in all competitions.
Only coaches, competitors, and officials are alldwethe competitive area.
Only team members may act as spotters.
Non-competitors may not assist during the routine.
All mats should be placed on the floor horizonté#lging the judges. Center of the
mat should be marked with tape. The floor will lnesidered out-of-bounds.
The competitive routine must include both cheer datce.
1. Tumbling skills are permitted only within the boadfythe routine.
2. Tumbling skills may not be performed as a partheféntrance to or exit from the
competitive area.
3. Pom-poms are the only props allowed in a competitwutine.

agrwnE

The length of the routine shall be a maximum of tmiautes and thirty seconds (2:30) for
the midget and junior divisions and two minute®(@:for the flea and mite divisions, timed
by an official timer.
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The routine must begin within thirty (30) secondishe head judge's signal. Failure
to do so shall result in a five-point deduction defay of the meet.

Teams may begin from any position inbounds, andithe of the routine will begin
with the first word, musical sound, or movemenany team member.

The routine ends on the last word, musical soundhyavement of any team member.
If the routine ends with a pyramid, the final diambis not timed.

There is no minimum/maximum time limit for musicthre routine.

If the routine is longer than the allotted timalealuction of five (5) points for every
fifteen (15) second period or portion thereof Wi assessed.

G. Each team is responsible for the preparation aesiemtation of the music in its routine.

1.

2.

3.

4.

The Director must review the music to be used endbpartment's routine, and must
stipulate that the music is in good taste for alkitdand acceptable for the morals of
their community.

Each department must furnish a high-quality tapefCieir music. NOTE: It is
recommended that each department bring an idetizd-up tape/CD.

The coach or team representative is responsiblstéoting and stopping the music
during the competition.

Departments are responsible for furnishing thein @gquipment and music for use in
the practice/warm-up area.

H. Competitive routines shall be judged accordincghfollowing criteria:

1.Cheerleading Fundamentals

a. Jumps

Degree of Difficulty 5 points

Execution 7 points
b. Standing Tumbling

Degree of Difficulty 5 points

Execution 7 points
¢. Running Tumbling

Degree of Difficulty 5 points

Execution 7 points
d. Partner Stunts

Degree of Difficulty 7 points

Execution 10 points
e. Pyramids/Tosses

Degree of Difficulty 7 points

Execution 10 points
f. Dance 10 points
g. Cheer/Chant 10 points
h. Formations/Transitions 5 points
I. Showmanship 5 points

2.Deductions will be made for the following:
a. NFHS Rules Violations (mino#} points
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b. NFHS Rules Violations (majorl0 points

c. Sportsmanship -10 points
d. Improper uniforms -5 points
e. Falls -5 points

f. Tumbling outside of the Routir® points

g. Boundary violations -5 points
h. Delay of meet -5 points

I. Time infractions (overtime)  5-points for each 15 seconds or portion the
3.Disqualifications will be made for the following:

a. lllegal substitution (ineligible member or n@am member)

b. Too many members on a competitive squad

c. Unauthorized props

l.  Winners in the competitions will be determined bg highest point total from the judges
after the highest score and the lowest score haee tropped.
1. In case of a tie, all judges’ scores will be tadale
2. If a tie still remains after all scores have besaled, all judges will determine the
ranking of the tied teams to break the tie.

J. Prior to any disqualification for a rules violatidhe Head Judge must call a conference at
the conclusion of competition, and the majoritytted judges must agree the violation
occurred.

K. In all competitions, all judges must be registesith the GHSA and must have completed
the GHSA training program.

1. A minimum of five judges and two safety judges Wi used at all competitions, plus
scorers and timer.

2. Judges must be secured by certified school persbgrepntacting the assigning
officer of a local judges' association.

ARTICLE Ill - EQUIPMENT
SECTION A — APPROVED EQUIPMENT
1. Shoes are mandatory for all cheerleading events.

2. Equipment to be provided by the Host AgencyG&PA Cheerleading competitions shall
include the following:

a. Scorer's table located in an area favorabtbdmfficials and conducive to accurate and
timely observation. It is recommended that a louldlic address system be available.

b. Atleast one 42’ X 42’ blue cheerleading maef{erably one additional for warm-up)
SECTION B — UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS

1. Team members should wear like-uniforms. No oyloeith sports organization patches will be
allowed on uniforms in GRPA tournaments. — Penaltjegal Equipment

2. Itis mandatory that team members be in unifatmie actually competing in events.
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3. No jewelry is allowed.
SECTION C — AREA REQUIREMENTS
1. Ample spectator seating should be providedHerevent.
2. Locker rooms should be provided for changing.
ARTICLE IV - MEETS AND AWARDS
SECTION A — STATE

1. State championships will be held one weekétal the GHSA state championships in
November.

ARTICLE V — OFFICIALS

SECTION A — HOST
The Host shall provide a minimum number of compeetelults in accordance with Rule Il, Article
IV. The Host shall be responsible for providingas and equipment, releasing publicity, and
organizing competition for the meet.
SECTION B — COMPETITIONS AND ATTENDANTS
1. Attendants, coaches, spectators, parents aomperet designated as meet officials shall not

accompany a competitor to the mat. Any team wiltlsgjualified if, in the opinion of the judges

or meet officials, they have in any way been aiblg@ coach, teammate or anyone connected
directly or indirectly with the team concerned.

ARTICLE VI - PROTESTS AND APPEALS
Protests and appeals are authorized only undestithdations found in this manual.

(See Rule I, Article IV, Section C-11 for protest ammittee organization and responsibility —
Page 56)
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RULE XVI — Youth Lacrosse
ARTICLE | — ELIGIBILITY
1. There are ten divisions of play (Cutoff Dataye grior to September 1.) The divisions are:

GIRLS

o

7 & 8 flea (Must be 7 by the age control date)
10 & under mite

12 & under midget

14 & under junior

17 & under senior

oo

w
@)
<
0)]

7 & 8 flea (Must be 7 by the age control date)
10 & under mite

12 & under midget

14 & under junior

17 & under senior

®oooTp

2. A patrticipant is allowed to compete in eithemmen’s or men’s divisions in addition to the co-ed
division.

ARTICLE Il - REGULATIONS

SECTION A — GOVERNING RULES

1. The accepted guide for all levels is governethieycurrent rules and regulations of US Lacrosse;
the national governing body of lacrosse with theegtions found in this manual. The national
governing body rules can be found at the followivep address -
http://www.uslacrosse.org/the_sport/rules.phtml

2. Any player or coach ejected from a game foporismanlike conduct will be suspended for one
game, in addition to the game from which ejectedin the case of an individual event within a
meet or match, for the duration of that event.

3. Perthe “Return to Play Act of 2013", effecti@nuary 1, 2014, all agencies are required to
provide concussion education material to all yqualfticipants and their parents. The
verification of compliance to this law is affirmég the signature of the agency director on the
GRPA roster.

SECTION B — LENGTH OF GAMES

1. Senior and Junior Division — Four 10-minutepstime quarters. In the event of a tie, two 4-
minute sudden-victory overtime periods will be @dylf after two overtime periods the score id stil
tied, additional sudden-victory overtime periodsyrba played until a winner is determined
(provided time permits and coaches and officia¢siaragreement).

2. Flea and Mite Divisions — Four 12-minute rurgitime quarters. In the event of a tie, one 15-
minute running-time overtime period will be playedth the team in the lead at the end of the
overtime declared the winner. Thisnist a sudden victory period. If the score is still tetthe end

of the overtime period, the game will end as a tie.
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SECTION C — SPECIAL PROVISIONS
All special provisions are found in the US Lacrosdes.
ARTICLE Il - EQUIPMENT
SECTION A — APPROVED EQUIPMENT
Approved equipment is found in the US Lacrossestule
SECTION B — UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS

Uniform requirements are found in the US Lacrossest No other youth sports organization
patches will be allowed on uniforms in GRPA tourreans. — Penalty — lllegal Equipment

SECTION C - FIELD REQUIREMENTS

Field requirements are found in the US Lacrosse&uny changes must be approved by the State
Athletic Chair.

ARTICLE IV — GAMES AND AWARDS
SECTION A — DISTRICT

1. District level competition in all divisions ofacrosse is to be completed by the second weekend
in May.

SECTION B — STATE

1. All divisions will begin the next weekend{8veekend in May) unless it falls on a holiday
weekend (must be approved by the State Athletic iGibiee.).

ARTICLE V — OFFICIALS
SECTION A — HOST

1. Host Agency shall provide a minimum number ahpetent adults for scorers, Tournament
Director, and a minimum of two (2) officials appeal/by the State Chair.

2. The Host Agency shall be responsible for prangdall match related supplies.
SECTION B — GAME OFFICIALS

1. A minimum of two (2) sanctioned officials shia#t used in district and state level GRPA
competition. All officials should be either ceréfl or in the process of certification.
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ARTICLE VI - PROTESTS AND APPEALS
SECTION A — PROTESTS AND RULES INFRACTIONS
1. The judgment decision by an official on any péénall not be protested.

2. Protest on misinterpretation of the rules al@add to the referee and if accepted as valid by th
Tournament Director. The Tournament Director sbadirdinate any such protest and shall serve
as the odd-number member of the Tournament PrGtsimittee as determined prior to the
game by the Agency Host in coordination with thetbct Commissioner for District level
competition and with the State Athletic Committe®al for State levels of competition. If a
protest is accepted by the Tournament Directonust be made by the certified coach or
certified staff in charge of the team at the tim¢he alleged infraction. A full explanation will
be given by the protest committee before play r#tioaed. If the decision of the protest
committee is appealed to the State Athletic Conamjtit must be done so in time for any action
to be resolved prior to the next game in whichegitleam is involved.

(See Rule I, Article IV, Section C-11 for protest ammittee organization and responsibility —
Page 56)

3. No protest on rules interpretation will be adedpmafter play continues following the alleged
infraction.

SECTION B — APPEALS

NOTE: See Rule Il Article |
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RULE XVII - GYMNASTICS

ARTICLE | - ELIGIBILITY

SECTION A — AGE DIVISIONS

1. There are four age divisions for both boys and {(Cutoff Date as “age as of December 31 of
current year)

a.

b.

C.

d.

Flea for 7 and 8 only (Must be 7 by the agdrobdate)
Mite for 10 and under
Midget for 12 and under

Junior for 14 and under

2. Allow within district lines for individuals toampete in the nearest or adjoining departments
with the following restrictions:

a.

b.

Home county or agency has no gymnastics pragram

No recruiting by the adjoining agency.

Cannot cross district lines

Host agency endorsed participant

Cannot pass over a program to participate ath&n agency.
Must participate in the sport program in thesHagency program.

If live in an “A” class county you cannot contgén “B/C” county. Must compete in nearest
“A” county. “B/C” may compete up in “A”.

Host agency must notify the District Athletiba@r with list and home county of each
crossover participant. The district must forwarfbito the State Host and Athletic Chair.

Participants must be approved by District Aticl€hair and any and all protest of crossovers
must be done prior to district competition. Onperaved, they are legal throughout District
and State.

A participant may compete for the saeam in GRPA that they do year round, as long as it
is a GRPA agency team. The participant must havkAd) membership card at participant
check-in. A 90 day turnover period would be regdifor AAU membership and meet AAU
guidelines.
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3. Youth coaches must be certified by one the Walg programs: NYSCA, ACEP, GHSA, USA
GYMNASTICS, or SIMPLY THE BEST.

4. Any player or coach ejected from a game fapantsmanlike conduct will be suspended for one
game, in addition to the game from which ejectedin the case of an individual event within a
meet or match, for the duration of that event.

ARTICLE Il - REGULATONS

SECTION A — GOVERNING RULES (AAU GEORGIA GYMNASTICS )
http://www.gaaau.net/gymnastics%20girls.htm

1. The GRPA State Invitational Gymnastics Meetldmlgoverned by this Manual and Georgia
AAU Gymnastics policies and procedures. In anyagibn which may not be covered by this
Manual, the Meet Director, in consultation with tBRPA Athletic Committee Chair shall have
the authority to make the final decision.

2. All situations not specifically covered by ti&anual concerning meet regulations, shall be
handled in accordance with the current AAU Geofgyannastics Rule Book.

3. Any rules and regulations not covered wittiis manual, AAU Georgia Gymnastics, and AAU
National Gymnastics will automatically revert to N&ymnastics.

4. Per the “Return to Play Act of 2013”, effectid@nuary 1, 2014, all agencies are required to
provide concussion education material to all yqualticipants and their parents. The
verification of compliance to this law is affirmég the signature of the agency director on the
GRPA roster.

ARTICLE Ill - GAMES AND AWARDS

SECTION A — COMPETITION RULES
1. All competition rules will be provided by th&ate host.
SECTION B — AWARDS

1. All awards will be provided by the state host.
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GRPA STATE ATHLETIC CASEBOOK

If the defending state team cannot participatiaé next GRPA State Tournament, can the
agency send another team to represent them?

Yes. As long as the team is an integral parheirtprogram

During the course of the regular season, an tgague player moves their residence outside the
Agency’s boundaries prior to district competititwit after the official roster has been verified.
Is the player eligible?

Yes. As long as the player plays and is an ialggart of the local agencies league.
Whose watch determines the official game time?
Tournament Director’'s

Can an agency’s staff representative protekdyegs eligibility if the agency’s team is not
participating in a game against the team with tleégsted player?

Yes. As long as they have proof and they havaiay ia the same tournament.

Define or give examples of the definition ortssaof a “professional athlete.” Does this include
out of country teams and competition?

It includes anyone who is accepting money foriptag sport.

A GRPA agency has failed to pay their stateistridt dues or any outstanding fees of any kind
(entry fees, forfeit fees, host fees, etc.) Areytbkgible for current GRPA competition or can
they host a state tournament/event?

No. Not until all dues, fees, or fines are paid.
Who has the authority and responsibility to ednmove, and/or reschedule a state tournament?

The Tournament Director may reschedule gamestauaament, but the State Athletic
Committee must make the decision to cancel or fmoweany agency or reschedule a state
tournament to another site.

What other protests may be made by an agenegtesentative even though their team is not
involved in the ball game?

No protest except ineligible players may be madartyone not involved in the game.

When the various copies of the roster (whitépyeand pink) are mailed to the appropriate
persons, do all roster forms get mailed or onlydisérict champion and district runner-ups
copies?

All copies should be mailed within 48 hours.

If the minister of a church or personnel diveof a business is not available to verify a@ost
who will be the next person recommended to vehfyroster?

The associate pastor, chair of deacons, board sgamsi personnel director, plant manager, or
the next ranking individual at the church or busise
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If a child’s identity is questioned, what proafl be acceptable for identification?

All accepted identification documents as liste¢thim manual. The burden of proof is on the
protestor.

If a team does not have entry fee paid pridchéir ' game in state competition, should the team
be allowed to play?

If the tournament director has a reason to belithare might be a problem collecting then no,
otherwise, bill the department later.

If a district commits a team to state compmtitand their team withdraws to cause the
cancellation of the state tournament, who is peadP?

The district is responsible and must pay all ieetuding awards.

If a player represents one district in a suisthm of GRPA competition, can he represent another
district in that same subdivision or division evethat player’'s team did not win the district
tournament before hand?

No

A player dresses out for a school team, butdver has any playing time. He then quits the
school team. Can he represent an agency in GRP Aation?

Yes provided all eligibility is met.

County does not have an agency, can little iRipk Casey play on closest agency’s district
team?

In team sports, no. With restrictions in swimmidigjng, track and field, yes.

If the adult player who was protested has notigded proof of name and address by game’s end,
is that player ineligible? Does that make the ta@aghgible? If team is ruled ineligible, what
action should be taken by tournament director?

The protested player must show identification ipiothe next game of either team. IF this is not
done, then the player and the team are ineligilold the tournament director should remove the
team from the tournament.

A player works for a company that has multidotaoffice. Can the player represent any agency
where the offices are located? (ie. — ABC Airlimes offices in many Georgia cities, who can he
or she legally represent?)

No. He/she must play only in the county where Wak. If he/she works in more than one
county then he/she must play where he/she lives.

What is the penalty and/or forfeit imposed wheaeam or individual is found guilty of using an
ineligible player?

Forfeit of the game/individual event
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If a child only has a baptismal record as pafdjirth, is this acceptable for verification?
No. See Rule I, Article 1ll, Section B-1

What formal proof of a child’s adoption is regd for GRPA competition?

Court Records

If, at State competition, the host has notiveckthe roster from district competition, is tleamn
representing the district eligible to play?

Technically no, but the Tournament Director muakenthe final decision and do what he/she
feels is required.

A school basketball player has completed histherent season before Thanksgiving Holiday.
The Recreation Department’s season will not begiit dianuary 1, is the player eligible to
represent the Recreation Department in GRPA cotique?i (This does happen in some middle
school programs.)

Yes provided all eligibility is met.

Is school record acceptable for birth verifima®

No

Team where all players live in one county playanother county because their county doesn’t
have enough teams for a league. Can they représeobunty they live in at district?

Yes, if local recreation department will enter azmhsiders them as part of his/her program.

If a player advances to state competition im (2) sub-divisions of two (2) different districts,
which team has he/her made ineligible?

The player would be ineligible for both, becauséshe can only be on one roster. Both teams
would remain eligible if he met all other requireme

If a child participates in a higher age in lamampetition, can he/she participate at distriad a
state levels of play?

Yes.

In state tournament competition, if only ongoddl is available, should the game be started?

Yes. Tournament Director will make this decision.

On a GRPA official roster form for adult comien, does the person’s birth date have to be
listed on the roster form?

Yes. Roster should be filled out completely.
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If an adult player is asked to provide profodentification, and he/she does not have a dsver
license or picture ID, what other proof is accefdab

Any identification as listed in the manual.

If a professional sport’s league is on stridae) the player represent a Recreation Department in
GRPA competition?

Not in the sport from which he/she is on strike.
Can names be added on rosters signed at aglyofesompetition?

No. Names cannot be added after the director insissigned the roster. Rosters are frozen at
district or at check-in time. (Exception — The adydorts player pick-up rule and youth check-in
rule)

Agency does not have a league, team does ayptaplywhere else, can agency form a team to
play at district?

Yes. If the director says team is an integral mdutheir program.

Can a red-shirted college player on scholpmapresent an agency in the sport he is red-dhirte
in?

No.
Does GRPA have any authority over local plefpie district or state competitions?
No. Absolutely not!

Baseball: If a pitcher pitches in less thandbsignated number of pitches requiring one dsty re
then (a) goes to another position or (b) leaveg#me for a substitute, can he go back to the
pitcher’s position that game?

a. Yes
b. Yes, if his substitute leaves the game

Baseball: Does a pitcher who throws with eitimen get to have twice the pitch allotment in a
tournament or waive the rest period?

No. Pitches are per player, not per arm.

Baseball: A game starts Wednesday and isdan#suspended, both teams’ pitcher threw more
than 31 pitches (mite & midget divisions) or 41cp#s (junior & senior divisions), can they
pitch in the same continued game on Thursday?

No. They must have a required rest because ekeelxtg the pitch count on Wednesday.
Pitching regulations apply per day and/or gameyéfere one or two days of rest are required,
the only exception being if this number was readhetinishing a batter.
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Baseball: If a pitcher pitches to one battet #gnen switches positions with the third basenadn (
can the first pitcher come back to the mound in slaane inning and (b) can he return later in the
game?

a. Yes. One time, provided pitch count not vemlat
b. Yes. Provided pitch count and substitutiongdilave not been violated.

Baseball: Can a pitcher in youth basebaligipitches (31) thirty-one or more for mite, midget
midget major and forty-one (41) or more for Juraad Senior in the first game of a day, legally
pitch the balance of his maximum limit in the setgame of that day?

No. Pitches are tabulated per pitching assignment.

Can a player pitch who pitched 30 or less (Mitelget, Midget Major) or 40 pitches (Junior
and Senior) or less in a game, then play a secam ghe same day, and then pitch remaining
pitches?

Yes

Can a pitcher that reaches 30 pitches (mitedget divisions)/40 pitches (junior & senior
divisions) and then completes the batter (whiclegithem 35/45 pitches for the game) be
eligible to pitch the following game on the samg?la

Yes. If the pitch count limit is reached duringadfbat, the pitcher may continue to pitch until
the batter has reached base or has been declaredralior the third out is made to complete
the half inning. The pitch count should continoidé documented however, the pitchers
remaining eligibility to pitch in the 2nd game wikk the maximum pitches allowed per day
minus the total number of pitches thrown includimg excess pitches to retire the final batter.

If a coach is disqualified for unsportsmanidomduct in a youth game and he is the only
“certified coach or recreation representative’hat game site, can the team continue to play?

Yes. The Tournament Director should appoint artadbe with the team. IF unsportsmanlike
problems continue then the game could be forfeited.

In adult softball, a player is wearing a dag tournament director considers inappropriate
because of what is written on it; can the playeteam appeal his decision?

No. Tournament directors make the decision witlamoeal. The player can remove it or not
play. If player refuses he will be ejected for wrsgmanlike conduct.

Volleyball: If a team is five (5) minutes ldte a game, is the team forfeited for the entire
match?

No. The team will have ten (10) minutes to findaan ready to play for the first game of the
match, but they will start the match down one @mg in the best of two (2) of three (3)
matches. If they are more than ten (10) minutes they forfeit the match.

Can a participant that does not play in distre allowed to play in a state tournament?

Yes. If he or she was on the roster prior to distompetition and has proper documentation or
picture ID at their first appearance, in the neavél they are eligible to participate.
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GEORGIA RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION
2016 STATE TOURNAMENT BID FORM
Please complete and submit this bid form to thesZBthte Athletic Chairman (Randy Spivey)®gtober 1%
Hosts will be selected by a majority vote of that&tAthletic Committee.

Department Submitting Bid:

Classification(Circle One) A B C
Tournament Director:
Address: City State Zip

Business Phone: CatlePh

EMAIL:

Tournament/Sport Dates:

Proposed Site(s):

Recent GRPA Tournament at above site(s):

Housing Information: Number of motels/hotels

Number of rooms available

Will you have a block of rooms for specific tournamts at a good rate?

Is there a medical facility in close proximity towyr host facility?

distance from your facility.

If yes, please providdlfgcname and approximate

BASKETBALL/VOLLEYBALL INFORMATION:
Approximate Seating Capacity:

Court Dimensions: 94 X 50 84 x 50

Court Surface: Hardwood Heyiat Other

Are There: Restrooms Telephones _ Concessions Scoreboard
Dressing Rooms PA System _____nking Fountain ___ Professional Staff

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL INFORMATION:

Are Fields Lighted: What Type aftits

Fence Distances: Left nte€Ce Right

Are There:_ Restrooms _______ Telephones ____onceSsions ______ Scoreboard
_ Press Box __ PASystem Dugouts

Who maintains fields?

Will you charge admission? If yes, howehiu Will you have a program?

Additional information about the facility:

(Both pages of the Bid Form must be submitted)
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SWIMMING:

How many lanes?

Indoor or Outdoor Pool?

How many seats for spectators?

Starting blocks on both ends of o] Yes [ No

Timing PadsT] One end ofipoq] Both ends of pool

Size of the Pool:

Are there backstroke flags at both ends of theDool
DIVING:

How many one-meter boards?

Yes No

How many three-meter boards?

How many seats for spectators?

Describe facilities:

GOLF:
Name of Course:

Do you own? Yes No

9 Holes or 18 Holes?

Will course be closed for our tournament only?  Yes

FLAG FOOTBALL: How many fields?

No

TACKLE FOOTBALL : How Many fields? :

SOCCER:

How many fields?

Do the fields meet national standards? Yes No

If not, what size?

TRACKI/FIELD:

How many lanes?

How many seats for spectators?

Any other comments:

Agency Director

Date

Department Athletic Representative

Date

Received by Athletic Chairman

Date
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PROPOSED ATHLETIC COMMITTEE RULE CHANGES FOR 2016
(Use 1 form for each rule change)

CHANGE IS: NEW ADDITION HOUSEKEEPING

DELETION CLARIFICATION

DESCRIPTIONS:

Sport or Category

Rule Section Number Page(s)

REASON:

PRESENTED BY:

AGENCY:

PLEASE COMPLETE AND MAIL OR FAX BY AUGUST 7, 2015 T O:
Randy Spivey, SAC Chair
Dublin-Laurens County Recreation Authority
102 Travel Center Blvd.
Dublin, Georgia 31040
Fax: 478-272-4153
spiveyr@dicra.org

Page 172



GRPA Athletic Manual

GRPA OFFICIAL ROSTER DISPERSEMENT

The Tournament Director certifying this roster via# responsible for dispersing the copies within
48 hours of completion of tournament.

White Original Mailed to State Athletic Chairman with a distrioitnament report form.

Yellow Copy
Pink Copy
Gold Copy

Mailed to State Host, designating District Repnéagves.

Mailed to District Chairman with a district toumant report form.

Returned to Person in charge of team. (Teams dlppakent their copy at all
levels of play)

Note: If you do not have the pre-printed 4-part roser with colored sheets as stated above,
please be sure to send photocopies to the respeetpersons.

CHURCH

INDUSTRIAL

OPEN

Definitions
A GRPA church team is a team composed of peopie e church (no all star
league team) or people from several teams all tftmsame church who are all
minister approved members of that church.

A church is an organization set up to conductipukbrship services conducted
as a congregation and led by the clergyman. Tlgaroezation must be recognized
and led by national, state or local religious nievigl association to be
considered a church. A group of people from anmiegdion set up for the
purpose of conducting civic responsibilities wititrbe considered a church for
GRPA competition.

For industrial adult divisions, participants musthonafide employees of one
company or one branch of a government. Players haw& competed as a team
under one GRPA agency. Players must have competée agency'’s local
program as an integral part of that program and mieether GRPA
requirements to participate in industrial play.

a. To qualify as a bonafide employee, a persort mask the minimum number
of hours per week which is no less than 32 hounkebin the industry by the
average full-time employee.

All players must participate in the local agencggrams and be an integral part
of that program.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkk

SEE EACH SECTION IN THE MANUAL FOR COMPLETE DEFINIT [ONS

The GRPA roster can also be downloaded from the GRebsite.
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OFFICIAL ROSTER O White -IPink
= Georgia Recreation & Park Association I Yellow 1Gold
1285 Parker Road
Conyers, GA 30094
770-760.1403/Fax: 770.760-1550

Agency

Event

Age Division

Male/Female/Co-Ed

District

Youth Class

Dept. Rep. in Charge/ Cell #
Address

City, State, Zip
Phone - Office/Cell

Team Name
Coach /Cell #
Youth Certified Coach

Certification Program

Type of Striped

Jerse i =
Verification ook _

Name -Alphabetical by Last
Name
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o
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=y
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w

H
'

[E=Y
ol

1€

| certify that the named players in the event abareeeligible to represent this church, or companyg my agency and | have explained the GRPA rules
to this team. As the official responsible for dgitig this roster, | attest that | have carefulhecked the birth documents presented to me andifoan
discrepancies anal Youth participants/parents have been provided oncussion education information

*Agency Director Date
Church Definition: GRPA Church Playersainibe minister approved members and minister aggrattenders.
Industrial Definition: Must be a bonafide gioyee of one company or government. Must workntir@mum hours per week in that industry by the

averag# fime employee*NOTE: See back for further Church and Industrial definitions.

***Minister, Personnel Director **Tournament Director / Third Party — Attest to eligibility only Date:
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The Tournament Director certifying this roster viaé responsible for dispersing the copies within
48 hours of completion of tournament.

White Original - Mailed to State Athletic Chairman with a districtirnament rform.
The Tournament Director certifying this roster via# responsible for dispersing the copies
Within 48 hours of completing of tournament.

White Copy Mailed to State Athletic Chairman with a distrioitnament report
form.

Yellow Copy Mailed to State Host, designating District Repnéagves.

Pink Copy Mailed to District Chairman with a district toumant report form.

Gold Copy Returned to Person in charge of team. (Teams dlpvakent their

Note: If you do not

copy at all levels of play)

have the pre-printed 4-part roser with colored sheets as stated above,

please be sure to send photo copies with originagjgature on each copy to the respective

persons.

CHURCH

INDUSTRIAL

OPEN

Definitions

A GRPA church team is a team composed of peopta tine church (no all
star league team) or people from several teanfsoatl the same church who
are all minister approved members of that church.

A church is an organization set up to conduct pubrship services
conducted as a congregation and led by the clergyfiitas organization must
be recognized and led by national, state or lcaajious ministerial
association to be considered a church. A groupeople from an organization
set up for the purpose of conducting civic respuaifises will not be
considered a church for GRPA competition.

For industrial adult divisions, participants mustlimnafide employees of one
company or one branch of a government. Players haw& competed as a
team under one GRPA agency. Players must have tedtipethe agency’s
local program as an integral part of that prograuth meet all other GRPA
requirements to participate in industrial play.

(a) To qualify as a bonafide employee, a person musk @ minimum
number of hours per week, which is no less thah@®#s worked in the
industry by the average full-time employee.

All players must participate in the local agencggrams and be an integral
part of that program.

SEE EACH SECTION IN THE MANUAL FOR COMPLETE DEFINIT [ONS

The GRPA roster can be downloaded from the GRPA waetite.
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